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Stories from World Classics

A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from September issue)

Hans, Lidenbrock and
Axel make camp in the crater.
The next morning, the sky is
overcast, and Axel’s hope is
renewed as he realises that if
the weather remains cloudy for
the next four days, the Kalends
of June will have passed
without revealing the shadow
in the crater. Lidenbrock grows
angry, and his rage only
increases as three days pass
without clear skies. Finally, on 28" June, the
sun comes out and casts a shadow that points
to the middle crater. Lidenbrock is overjoyed
and urges Hans and Axel onward.

Now that the men have found the entry
to Saknussemm’s pathway, the “real journey”
is about to begin, and Axel must decide if he
is willing to undertake it. He wants to argue
with Lidenbrock again, but he stays quiet
because Hans accepted the mission so calmly.
Axel looks down the chimney, and the depth
immediately disorients him.

Lidenbrock secures a rope and lowers it
down the hole for the men to climb. He splits
the fragile elements of the luggage into three
bags, and each man straps one to his back. He
tosses the rest of the luggage down into the
abyss. The men descend the rope in silence.
Axel is terrified that the rope will give way.
He pays no attention to the composition of
the rocks they pass, but Lidenbrock notes the
types of rocks and remarks that they support
his hypothesis that traveling to the center of
the earth is possible.

m Papari Kalita

The men reach the bottom
of the shaft. They decide to
make camp for the night before
looking for passage onward in
the morning. As Axel lies down
to sleep, he looks up the shaft
and sees a single star through
the shaft’s entrance. The
distance makes the star look
dim.

In the morning, a ray of
sunlight comes through the
shaft and allows the men to
view their surroundings. Lidenbrock exclaims
that their night in the crater was quieter than
any night in Hamburg, but Axel notes that “the
very calm has something terrifying about it.”
Lidenbrock scoffs that Axel shouldn’t be
afraid, since the journey down the shaft only
brought them to sea level. They check the
barometer, and Axel worries that the
increasing pressure as they descend will be
painful. Lidenbrock assures him that their
lungs will adjust to the dense air.

The men eat breakfast, and Lidenbrock
measures and records a series of observations
about their location. When he finishes,
Lidenbrock and Hans turn on their two electric
lanterns. Axel looks up at the sky through the
opening above, and his narration notes that
he will never see the Icelandic sky again. The
men begin walking, and Axel is amazed to see
the lava in the passage has crystallised. As
they walk on the temperature does not
increase, leading Axel to grant some credence
to his uncle’s theories about the earth’s
core. Contd.
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Did You Know

Telescopefish

Just imagine diving into
the ocean and encountering a
creature that looks like a horror
movie monster. Though it looks
strange, it’s actually a fish that
lives in the ocean at depths of
around 10,000 feet. These
amazing creatures are called
telescopefish. They are found in cold, deep
tropical waters worldwide.

The name telescopefish comes from their
bizarre, tubular eyes. They have large heads
and telescoping eyes with large, forward-
pointing lenses. Their mouth is lined with
sharp and downward-flexing teeth. They have
long, transparent, spineless fins that can be

B Binoy Bikash Gogoi

over half of the total body in
length.

These fish are solitary, but
are active predators at the same
time. They search for prey by
looking skyward and identifying
the outlined silhouettes of
possible prey. The protruded
telescopic eyes help them judge the distance
of the prey. Because of their extensible jaws
and elastic stomach, they can swallow prey
larger than themselves. They swim vertically
to the surface of the ocean at night and come
back to the depths during daytime. Because
of their unique and unearthly physical
features,they are considered highly bizarre. %*

The majestic magnetic hill

How will you feel if you
are trying to go downhill, but
your car moves uphill instead?
Interesting, isn’t it? Well, there
is a popular place named
Magnetic Hill in Ladakh, which
is believed to defy the laws of
gravity. When a vehicle is put in neutral at a
designated spot, it is observed that it runs at a
constant speed of 10-15 km/h uphill. This
interesting fact keeps people awed and
intrigued. Magnetic Hill is one of the most
visited spots on the Kargil-Leh highway. This
place is at an altitude of 14,000 feet above
sea level. The best time to visit this place is
between June and September.

Some people believe this phenomenon

to be supernatural, while others
believe it to be scientific. The
locals believe that there was a
time when the road was a
gateway to heaven; only the
people worthy of heaven were
pulled up while walking on this
path. Smentlsts and some other people believe
that there is a strong magnetic force present
there. However, the real fact is something else.
Magnetic Hill is actually downhill instead of
uphill. But because of its unique surrounding
terrain, it creates an optical illusion where
people see the vehicle going uphill. The lack
of a clear horizon contributes to this visual
deception.Nonetheless, a visit to this place
gives people a unique experience of a
lifetime. +¢

S, S SCPRT 0% / 7Dl 0v



A ag A (Pearl S.
Buck) wifedt  @o_
SRFN  QoIFRE | (9T
T (feel HAfee eifeiiare
(sbd3 59), I TZ A0
(9€F  WF-(TGOF b
W*its1 G (alfeet | (O€T Wib-
oo wiifes et | B
of A5RT AR (OSTEE
R @fRels WwE B
(092 FoI2fee | e el
ez wfedifze (2fes |
Ferml e AR SR (08 S5y e eifENER
(FTCEE P Se Feed  (Randolph
Macon Woman's College) #il Ries fsl st
FE | O AL (O€ IF] 5 Tefs I o
S538 HF 21 3593 Helce fReIs! fZpitel S
F(E| [ 2DS $59¢ 576 (O€ 7] SRS
YA Tefo I SF ©F F9CTe (Cornell)
R 7 Fored Bt @te FE |

A W PR Wk RefRwee
(University of Nanking) 33a&1 HfZe™ Sipi=is
fapitole Frhfiz *ffee |

Al A6 NfET BB WS (2feet G (IS |
o€ e @, N2 T SRS, 5
@E Zeie IR T t2feE Bie 1 ¢iRAEE
(9€q forafie Sia e Gieme R} elfswfre
| (96T o W TAVPPREZ ddee: FINE
TP, AR TS S FFho, e e
I-dE, @, REN Wi s esike
i |

m S79iferet we

S50 59 Al AE W
% oY (The Good Earth)
BIES] T =
sifereem ot e I | @22
AT (€9 2TR o) e
G5fe" (House of Earth
trilogy) @391 Sq 749 TH
2 (Sons) % ¢ oY
fGelze®  (The House
Divided) | ©77IH (9€7 =IH
@A T e
TH T2 TRG . (79
©2% (East Wind : West
Wind), % W®E (The Mother), 5z =3
(China sky) 2ejift| =il (e GRea
ST el T FIROL et . ACERE O 9@ 7
(Fighting Angel : Portrait of a soul) <IN«
fFoivrTe NeEamaa S @ elfowfd @i
qA | (SEWE NFT GRS SRS (9€ ol
fafee] @32 . ACH20 O/ G GRS TTH
(The Exile: Portrait of an American Mother)
e fFeise | oA (o€ W (el TR . 9
A= (@G (My Several Worlds : A Personal
Record) I @2 SITGRANe oM F&
TR | Svor 5o A AE AlfTeR T
I A IE| (OEFE 7@ 01 S F9 AL
SR S |

A AT WO ANGOREE S
ticoe Tfte (2 Sifes | [eeeiE (o8 oW
Moy ofedie e IR @ Qo (Welcome
house) <R @b WFJ Af o ffee | UGS
(o€ 2feas T AEe 2 I FRMEE | soae
5e G2IRIS T2 Ao Ty 27 |

SR, S SCIRT K010 / 7Dl ©a



TeT
T WP GBI o5 A< W< 551 TS F9lC UfSTh! ICHFAS 39 791 5o HANEG! GARCHCR AT |

PCF ¢ (L) PUT WY
6131712191814 ]|1]5 6 9 218
5121114161 7]18[9]3 219
o481 356|172 719 1
11913751612 ([4]38 7 411
81514 13|12(9)1]|6]|7 2 5 6
2071618 1]1415]13]9 813
7181516431921 9 1 2
411(91517(2}13]8 7 6 ]
31621981 1|7]|5]4 6|4

( COICCE Gl 2 )
B QF 29 Refepte /e

#AB-=HE  (The Last Supper) =R
shfsfee e HafE frerast ei-feh | cod
ER fF T (Milan) @F IS TR ZoT0
G2 B4 SR | OIS (e ST FRe iifes
@ «iffF ERFFE BTE 8Ze FIR TS A0S
T9YT (7 AT 5F AR 4F GRS ©e
R AR A | (IR R (062 (@@ G iR | T i sl Z[Ee foose iRz
SGIESCS TIeel B} | (1S GG wAfaIfRe] (7 Ofe @ (39 412, ST (IR Gl e 2 T1uys
IF (997 REPRRE WRR Az IR SRl (R FEapRE (ofeni (SSERR WiSE (Il
g T Kipraressl Sz 1 oI #AiEfee Sie (17 S, Sies b (06 J4©
% (7 TRt | @3 B[HeTe FRCEE W@ (@7 WSSOI AfowTe (arrl Gimres iz 4w
TeyBT =18, TTS JLAE FFENE % ST I | gk SHFHice T-fehT s8ve bom 7=
S85b B A BifS JRIIN T AMI1Re | G2 BRET® (O Tgn(F SNREE T (Gr=i[1 11
fHaIfs deRTa AR 2lclel SR | siwe S[e @2l o5 @ Tl-fofr aga i e 2
FECZ | TR (@12 2R g Tl W2 AR «f{0eT | Alime T ReRes e (T St =9
WA AR SR IR Y [ G S S ez e T (2T |

(T3 . *T (FIFF 917 “C@7-RKea [, 9, [, @WWCW%W)//

SR, S SB[ 0% / B O

-




o
AZT (FCT6 Tz

m S| 7l

G @Fs Ffz (National
Cadet Corps), 59( «fof> (NCC)
207 ©ied 2fe i TFems (Min-
istry of Defence) qfTE G5
FREI0 | B FRENGCG! IF (FRRIA]
I AR |

OReEE FITTel Fe T
AlZS G HH A" 4R G
PRI Tl S F@I S58y 5

Sl

W dfe ORI SIF wRRESN
AAOR AR oLl [Fkie IR (™R
fS nifeia et 3@ e o
(oleE (5B T4 =W |

amfioe Yeres ool erE
Tte AFe Al A GR
ool ORI TH—FeW ORI
(Army Wing), 11 W (Naval
Wing) ©iis Y @ (Air Wing) |

se e wifid (@Afe @3, s5evd TES)
GBfe CRR SPiFFeE ol 271 s7<s!
e e FPH! Rvmer, s R
T R R [Rge 23

GADHE ©Ned 9 AT WMers %jLLel,
T, (9, RN S ARG rREmels
R &I (orTe O wwgell B AW T |
e g Tarz el A GF W KL
(Unity and Discipline) |

Sre E  Afei (Indian Armed
Force) Wﬂ%@ Te =i FTifFe afne 3 RIS
QI-RAR AR CFRIGR @F 72010 | Foeet wig-
PAE G CRS Si¥azd FE, (CEERTT
(FCTH (cadet) QRN T | (FCCHIHFEE G
foem Al T2 Wi fofezm fGfve a1 Bai—ag
Yol wlie el w9 = Rwiew ARe
(LT GE] BT TS Wik NRIfRwped
e S ) s i HE A G Ater o B PO EE
T26T (S |

@ (FCHTFER ARG A TR
@, (SETERT Wers *z@ ot (o A
fafen efirmd emm I@ R AfrwerTE
GRACS (FCCHIF AEO (TPES @, (T
O, AL, SREP OF P dges i,

fofeh =iue (Freras [fen AN @,
*RE, (VW S Weleie FINF A WAl 27|
@ bba efkFre AT (FHETCS TNRT 723 |
(OB ANES [T T G idibe g
AR Wi eFged TP A O
FOH PRI fooqe SEa@is) Ta—IbIRIG
(drill), =SIEE M), (Tow @d wngIes ek,
A O/, (@ (k) sisiaize, geaahme
IPPTe Selerzel 4 Bopifn | @ bfos R[fen
FTOPS (T8 FIRE @A WE-QI PR
SRAI e FE S T FAYL (2 AN
B wel TS I |

«wibfoe Rfen “ihim emiaw@ (certificate)
ATFH ACF | AARESIE A, B, C ei=idagq i
T I AR GR et AE
FCCHIRRCE AR, SISl i Sl e
FEPHT Tl TR w1 AReITS G Biva C
AT LNl T 21 R (TS Tiew |
=g g f[fen crae Fyfe wies cFae
I W e @b @@e bR e
TERAICS FRE 2T | G5 &1 Sl (202
A, WLem Wi el T ol
(O |

SR, S SCERA 0% / 7Bl 9



T, AQI-oiFe 2o

TR G AR WP fASTH 28
Tl T QS T | A SN SRRt
TTF T (22 TeI-7[ OIS WF WiEE ISP
G ST gl Rl 2 vl |

@ Tl WlelsiFE EFiPfs T e anR
J139 eb9 F@iEE AforETR o[ Teolfe Tzl
QT T AL O AW oo KEAIRGR | oS
O AREANCHER ACSE @ ol ke 3Rgallst
AT ARzl AT o[ SR I@E T
e S freEs TEEE @ SR SeeR
T forers arae Ff o O Ao Argfi
% gEal gdie [T TAOFR WEE @
Gl A A FROZI SFOAR
R e CR R R GRS S A RIS
IS 45! *re [ow (2 3 0ol e w9l anifal
‘TRt R 9w o | &R, wiow, wE, wEr, B,
G O @F TR TeIRE THAT | (TN,
TR, foge, FiRaliE, Qe = 79 iR wiEwe
2A[qF Bt |

QA T (A G | L, B WA
TR G-I, F<gls, wdifs Wi eigfos
T @F gl SRH | FRE T SErew
eFgel @EY A TR GErreM| [S

m ST A A

THAOIFIT T2 FIF AT A1 S 2T SoTTRT
@9 ST | 4, SF-{5f1, TielG, 51z =i
S FRGTS AR BLAMTS A1 AT ST
APl BT TR T | MRKAICH! I9F SAGH
T EIR e SISl | T Trre fJfem
YEifeq R (ol TR | Q@ T O TR
TAETTR W o O GEe GRE @
Toe SRR AR IRl CTEE 96 [
ite 2N wdNIfoe wite (7 g |

TPTE FIRT e e v2d fema a|ie
TR AR SRFS| Weps vz AWifEs,
Ao wiF Afdfens e @F TrE il
Wi wwgsj | AR Fere wfeq® o A<
TeEETF 9 A TG 4o oo 9T AT T2
FEETS AT % 27 | G2 A TAF ToeFE
@ HweTe AN, (AforiE, WAt o
SR Tife 9% FE| A2 TS JQPD AN
59 peee T2 SiweTe [wq ool IRz
SIETN (2R T AT S GF T |
e (e SE AN FoTe IRF GATFR T2
TS LI B 7T, FoTo 2 (FNE T9-
AN ST FRGH @R & |

TE MR CICS SRADR AFOF G
GF TS AE (| TTE (Y FE A2
(FTRRITTS, @, o8 =i Wit Ao 7 tarz |
TN TS QT M S GF T (2R
ofel | SR 3w, FSIeae e [fen g@em
RGNS (AR TS A1 e
20z | ST 4z, e S TPT o[ [
TReE e IR RGN 9 T[N
RIS

S, S SCIRT [0%Y / AW 80



| A, > WA 103y |




qﬁamﬂmﬁwﬁmﬂz@mmw
=G qEH wEaE Fa Arger ol =@ ol

A, 3 WEEE 1038



