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Did You Know

The amazing antlers of deer

Did you know that deer are the only
animals in the world that grow true antlers?
Deer belong to a group of animals called
Cervidae. This group includes deer, elk,
moose and reindeer.

Antlers are branched, bony structures
that grow on the heads of male deer. They are
attached to the skull and can become very
strong and sharp. Male deer mainly use their
antlers to fight other males for dominance and
to attract mates.

One amazing thing about antlers is that
they do not stay on the deer forever. Deer
usually shed their old antlers and grow a new

B Bhaktimala Saikia

pair. In many deer species, this happens every
year.

New antlers grow very quickly. At first,
they are soft and delicate. They are covered
with a soft layer of skin called velvet. The
velvet contains many tiny blood vessels. These
blood vessels carry oxygen and nutrients to
help the antlers grow.

As the antlers become larger and
stronger, the velvet begins to dry. The deer
then rubs its head against trees, bushes and
the ground. This helps remove the dried velvet
and reveals the hard bone underneath.

The growth of antlers is one of the most
fascinating processes of nature. %

The giant deep-sea 'Doomsday Fish'

The “doomsday
fish” is actually a rare
creature called an
oarfish. It lives deep
underwater in the
twilight zone, where
the sea is pitch-black
and freezing cold.
= = This incredible fish
looks like a giant, shiny silver ribbon with a
bright red crest on its head. It can grow over
30 feet long. It is longer than a school bus,
making it the longest bony fish in the entire
ocean.

Despite its huge size, the oarfish is a
gentle giant and completely harmless to
humans. It does not have big sharp teeth.
Instead, it swims vertically with its head
pointed up. It filters the water to eat tiny sea

e

creatures like krill, shrimp and small squid. As
it stays thousands of feet below the surface,
humans almost never get to see one swimming
alive.

It earned its scary nickname “doomsday
fish” from old Japanese legends. Centuries
ago, fishermen believed that if an oarfish
swam up to shallow water, a giant earthquake
or tsunami was about to strike. Some people
even thought the long, slithering fish inspired
ancient stories about mythical sea monsters.

However, scientists have studied these
sightings and proven that the legend is not
true. Oarfish do not predict the weather or
natural disasters. They usually only float up
to the surface when they are sick, elderly or
pushed out of the deep by strong ocean
currents. **
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Stories from World Classics

A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from August issue)

Snéffel is 5,000 feet
high, and the men cannot
see its peaks from their
position at the base. Hans
leads the group single file up
a narrow path. Despite
Axel’s anxiety, he observes
with interest the
“mineralogical curiosities”
he passes on the mountain.
He pays particular attention
to the soil, since its
composition speaks to how
recently the volcano formed
and could thus prove or disprove Sakussemm’s
claim that the crater leads to the center of the
earth.

The route becomes more difficult, but
Hans continues to lead with confidence. He
creates landmarks to mark their path for the
return journey, but Axel’s narration notes that
this precaution proves unnecessary. After
three hours, the group pauses for breakfast,
then starts to ascend Snéffel. Climbing up
requires all the men to help each other, and
Lidenbrock stays close to Axel’s side to offer
his nephew support.

After a day of climbing, Axel weakens,
and Lidenbrock tells Hans that they should
stop. Hans, however, insists that they must
continue. He points out an approaching storm
of glacial dust, which the Icelandic guides call
a mistour. Hans instructs the group to follow
him as quickly as possible to avoid the storm,
and they just barely rush to safety. At 11

m Papari Kalita

o’clock that night, the
travelers reach the summit of
Snéffel. Axel watches the
midnight sun reach its lowest
point.

The travelers share a late
supper, and Axel enjoys a
peaceful night of sleep. In the
morning, he looks over the
landscape from the mountain
peak and loses himself in
“sublime contemplations,”
allowing the beauty and history
of Iceland to overwhelm him
and temporarily erase his
notions of himself as an individual person. Hans
and Lidenbrock eventually shake him from his
reverie. Lidenbrock shows Axel where
Greenland lies on the horizon. He then asks
Hans which peak of Snéffel they are on, and
is triumphant when Hans replies, “Scartaris.”

The travelers descend into the crater,
which still has three chimneys that erupted with
smoke and lava when Sniffel was an active
volcano. Axel avoids them nervously, but
Lidenbrock quickly surveys them. As he
Lidenbrock finds
Saknussemm’s name carved in runes on a

investigates, Arne
granite rock in the center of the crater. Axel
is devastated by this evidence that
Saknussemm was apparently telling the truth.
While he grapples with this, the three additional
Icelandic guides leave the party to return to

their village. Contd.
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#ei6%: 24 (Lotus)
arHEe, 5 (5T 203

sfegaaes. s (Night flowering Jesmine)



