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Did You Know
Mysterious Rat Temple in India

Have you ever heard of atemple [
where rats are considered as sign of
good luck & blessings? It sounds
unbelievable right. But it’s true! Such
a temple really exists in India. It is
known as the Karni Mata Temple, | "%
which is located in Deshnok near |1
Bikaner, Rajasthan. '

More than 25,000 rats live in this
temple. Locals living there call these

B Arpita Devi

to a legend, in the 14th century,
Goddess Durga lived here as Karni
Mata. Once her son fell into a tank
and died after that she begged Yamraj
/| (the Hindu God of death) to return
% | the life of her son. Initially, Yamraj
| refused but after her ardent pleas, he
promised Karni Mata that her son and
all her male lineages will be born as
rats here. Interestingly, even though

rats ‘Kabba” meaning young children. According
to a popular belief, these rats are considered as
sacred and are worshipped by devotees. The
present temple was built by Maharaja Ganga
Singh of Bikaner about 100 years ago. According

thousands of rats live in the temple, there has
never been a major outbreak of plague or
widespread disease associated with the temple.
This unusual fact continues to amaze visitors
from around the world. <

The Forest of Wonders : Nidhivan Forest

Would you visit a forest
where people believe
something magical happens
every night? It may sound like
a fairy tale but its true. The
name of this forest is
Nidhivan Forest. It is located in Vrindvan of
Mathura district. It has fascinated many
visitors for centuries with its mysterious
legends. According to Hindu beliefs, Nidhivan
was one of Lord Krishna’s favourite places.

One of the most intriguing aspects of
Nidhivan is its unusual trees. Unlike regular
trees, the ones in Nidhivan are short, twisted,
and intertwined, almost as if they are locked
in a never-ending dance. Locals believe these
trees are actually the Gopis, who take human

forms at night to participate in
the Raas Leela and return to
their tree forms at dawn.
Interestingly, despite the dry
climate of Vrindavan, these
trees remain lush and green
throughout the year without
regular watering, adding to their mystical
allure. Entry in the forest is strictly forbidden
after sunset. Every evening, priests perform
the last aarti (prayer) and lock the gates of the
forest.

Inside Nidhivan lies a small temple,
Rang Mahal, dedicated to Radha-Krishna.

Nidhivan is more than just a religious
site, it is a place where faith, folklore, and
mystery intertwine.Whether explained by
faith or science, the mystery of Nidhivan
continues. %
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Stories from World Classics
A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from July issue)

On June 20th, the
men reach the village
where Hans’ family
lives. They spend only
anightthere, since they
are nearing Snaffel. The
men reach the base of
the volcano, and
Lidenbrock looks at it
as if it is a giant he
intends to conquer.
After four hours of
walking, the horses
stop of their own accord in the village of
Stapi, which stands by the volcano.

Stapi is a beautiful village full of
natural phenomena that surpasses the
works of great artists and architects. It is
the last stage of the cross-country journey;
after this, Hans will accompany Axel and
Lidenbrock into the crater. They find a
priest willing to host them, but this
supposedly holy man is far less welcoming
than the tradesmen and peasants the group
has stayed with in the past. Lidenbrock is
eager to leave the man behind, so he leaves
to explore the volcano before the men
travel into its crater.

Faced with the reality of the volcano,
Axel’s anxiety returns. Still, he does not
voice his concerns to Lidenbrock,
reasoning that if he was going to speak up,
he should have done so back in Hamburg.

m Papari Kalita

He worries that Saknussemm
was right about a passage to
the center of the earth, and that
the travelers will become
trapped down there. He also
worries that Snaffel is not
dormant and will kill them in
an eruption.

Axel decides to confess
his fears to Lidenbrock, but
when he does, Lidenbrock
simply says that he predicted
Axel’s fears and has studied
the volcano to ensure it will
not erupt. He shows Axel the
proof, and tells him that “when science has
spoken, it is for us to hold our peace.” This
does nothing to calm Axel, but the next
morning, he joins his uncle, Hans, and
three other Icelanders on their way to the
crater.

As the men travel, Axel is exhilarated
at the freedom of riding through an
unknown country. He grows excited at the
expedition before them, since he does not
believe that there is any risk they will
actually find a way to the center of the
earth. Hans leads Axel and Lidenbrock,
walking ahead of them on foot. The land
becomes deserted as they leave the capital,
but Axel notes that this part of Iceland is
one of the country’s most inhabited areas.
He wonders what they will face in districts
even less populated. <+
Contd.
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