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Did You Know
Do snails have teeth ?

B Neha Bora

Have you ever
wondered what the inside
of a snail’s mouth looks
like? Well, snails have
thousands of teeth which a
are used for scraping or cuttmg food. These
teeth aren’t like the teeth which we find in
the human mouths. Rather, they are tiny, sharp,
tooth-like spikes arranged in rows on a tongue-
like organ called the radula. A typical radula
may have 120 rows of 100 teeth i.e. around
20,000 teeth. There are some species of snails
who may have more than 20,000 teeth. The
arrangement and shape of teeth vary from
family to family. These teeth aren’t located in
jaws but are positioned in rows on this
flexible, ribbon-like organ. The radula

functions much like a file or
coarse piece of sandpaper.
They contain the iron-rich
mineral goethite. It allows
them to scrape algae directly
off hard rocks without breaking. Their teeth
are made of chitin which is a tough, natural
polysaccharide that acts as a primary structural
building block in nature. 1t’s shape are conical
at the front with small spikes and are curved
backward. Instead of biting or chewing, the
snail uses it to scrape and grind up food. As
the snail eats, these teeth become full and wear
down. When they fall off, they are
continusously replaced by new rows of radula
or teeth that grow automatically in their
place. <

The lake whose water disappears when carried away

Did you know there is a lake from where
you cannot carry the water with you. Even if
you carry it inside a bottle and seal it tight,
minutes later it completely vanishes. This
strange place is called Lake Fundudzi, in
South Africa.

In 1953, researchers tried to study it.
They collected samples and took them to the

city. When they arrived the
container was dry. They repeated
the test with sealed bottles. The
water still vanished within a day.
It was not because of evaporation
or anything supernatural. Rather,
the water in the Lake Fundudzi
is extremely high in chromium
resulting from earlier mining activities. Once
the water is removed from the lake the
chromium in the water crystalizes. It occurs
almost instantly at the temperatures below
19°C. It would stick to the container’s walls
and bottoms — hence if someone carries water
from this lake, it disappears. **
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Stories from World Classics
A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from May issue)

On the day the schooner
departs, the friendly museum
curator provides Lidenbrock with
letters of introduction to several
powerful Icelandic men. The
schooner then sets off, and the
captain informs Lidenbrock that
the journey takes 10 days.
Lidenbrock is seasick the entire time, and Axel
feels that his uncle earned that fate. After two
days of storms, the schooner docks in Cape
Skagen. The governor of Iceland greets
Lidenbrock and Axel, and after Lidenbrock
presents his letter of introduction, the
governor promises to aid the men with
whatever they need. The other men for whom
Lidenbrock has letters of introduction are
similarly helpful.

One man, Fridrikson, a professor of
natural science, becomes Axel’s only friend
in Iceland and hosts Axel and Lidenbrock at
his home. Lidenbrock’s seasickness
undermines his status as an irreproachable
genius, humanizing him and making it easier
for Axel to poke fun at his uncle. When
Lidenbrock and Axel arrive in lIceland,
Lidenbrock’s connections throughout the
scientific community earn them quick
friendships. These allies allow Lidenbrock
and Axel to continue on their quest, suggesting
that adventures are complex operations that
cannot be undertaken without help.

At Fridrikson’s house, Lidenbrock
reassures Axel that the hardest part of their
journey is over, and all that is left is the descent
to the center of the earth. Axel asks how his
uncle plans to get back up once they reach

JULES VERNE

m Papari Kalita

their destination, and Lidenbrock says
he plans to consult Saknusemm’s
research at the library. Axel invites
him to explore the town with him, but
Lidenbrock rejects his offer. While
Lidenbrock researches, Axel walks
around the town and finds it
“singularly gloomy.” The landscape
is barren and volcanic, and the
inhabitants are unsmiling. When he returns to
Fridrikson’s house, he finds Lidenbrock has
already returned from the library.

Atdinner, Lidenbrock complains that his
visit to the library was unfruitful. Fridrikson
explains that the valuable books of Iceland are
spread over the country, since “the love of
study is in the Icelandic blood.” These books
are only shared with foreigners who join the
national literary society. Lidenbrock agrees to
join, and Fridrikson asks what books he is
looking for. After a moment of hesitation,
Lidenbrock asks if Fridrikson knows of any
works by Arne Saknussemm.

Fridrikson expresses great admiration for
Saknussemm, but he explains that the
adventurer’s books were burned when he was
convicted of heresy (a belief or opinion that
strongly contradicts established, official, or
traditional doctrines), in the 16th century.
Lidenbrock concludes that Saknussemm hid
his discoveries about the center of the world
to prevent them from being destroyed.
Fridrikson describes Iceland’s remarkable
geological features, and Lidenbrock pries
information from him about Snéffel with such
blatant excitement that Axel has to hide a
smile. Despite Lidenbrock’s obviousness,
Fridrikson promises to secure Lidenbrock a

guide to Snaffel. < Contd.
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ATA<e. =1 (Sal) wif e SiEe (Sacred Fig)
taGifE Am: Ficus refigiosa

(51741 SRR (Terminalia elliptica) T W% FHEI: F15 AW 3 WEES (Almond tree)
taEEifeE WI: Terminalia elliptica ta@ife® A Prunus dulcis
R
-

TEwe 2w EaEa (7 aWT® (Deodar) F<f[6=®: 5+ (Indian Sandalwood)
ta@rfe® 74: Cedius deodara TaeEifeRE A Santalum album



