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Did You Know

The Baader Meinhof Phenomenon : When You
Notice Something Everywhere

It often happens that after learning a
new word, it seems to appear everywhere-in
books, on signboards or in conversations.
This experience is called the Baader-Meinhof

Phenomenon, also known as Frequency
Ilusion.
The Baader-Meinhof ~ Phenomenon

happens when something you learn or notice
for the first time suddenly seems to appear
again and again. It feels like the world is
repeating it on purpose but actually it is your
brain playing a trick.

Two smart brain habits cause this—
Selective Attention and Confirmation Bias.
Once your brain learns something new, it
becomes alert to it. So you notice it more,

m Bhaktimala Saikia

even though it was always around. When you
spot it again, your brain gets excited and
thinks that it knew this was everywhere.

For example, imagine one of vyour
friends buys a yellow bicycle. You never
really noticed yellow bicycles before. But
from the next day, you start seeing yellow
cycles on roads, in parks and even in movies.
It is not that more yellow bicycles suddenly
appeared. It is just that you started noticing
them.

This phenomenon shows how powerful
and interesting our brains are. It also teaches
us that sometimes what feels like a
coincidence is just our mind focusing on new
information. «*

The Immortal Jellyfish

Did you know there is
a jellyfish that can live
forever ? It is called the
Immortal Jellyfish. Scientists
call it Turritopsis dohrnii and
it is only about the size of
your fingernail i.e. only about
4-5 millimetres wide. It lies
in warm and cool oceans
around the world.

This Immortal Jellyfish has a special
ability. When it gets injured, feels threatened
or even becomes old, it turns itself back into
a baby. It changes its body completely and
goes back to its earliest stage, called a polyp.
From this baby-like form, it grows into an
adult jellyfish again. And if danger comes
again, it can repeat the cycle.

The process is called
transdifferentiation which
means its cells can change
into new types of cells-like
turning skin cells into
muscle cells. Even scientists
find this incredible.

Researchers study
this jellyfish because it
might help us understand how cells repair
themselves, why we age, how to heal injuries
better.

Although the jellyfish may not truly live
forever as it can be eaten by predators, its
ability to reverse its age makes it one of the
most fascinating creatures on Earth. +¢
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Stories from World Classics
Journey to the Center of the Earth

m Papari Kalita

Jules Verne’s “Journey to the Center of the Earth™ stands as a seminal work in the canon
of nineteenth-century science fiction, seamlessly blending scientific speculation with high
adventure. First published in 1864, the novel reflects Verne’s deep fascination with geology,
astronomy, and the spirit of exploration that characterized the scientific optimism of his
era. Journey to the Center of the Earth is an exciting science-fiction and adventure novel
where the story takes readers on a thrilling journey deep inside the Earth.

Each character of the novel is different and plays an important role in the story.

The main characters of this
novel are : Axel : Axel is the
novel’s narrator. He is the nephew
and assistant of renowned geologist
Otto Lidenbrock, who raised Axel
after he was orphaned as a child.

Professor Otto Lidenbrock :
Professor Lidenbrock is an
eccentric geologist and Axel’s
uncle. He is entirely devoted to
science, which he often prioritizes
over the people around him.

Hans Bjelke : Hans is an Icelandic eider duck
hunter whom Lidenbrock employs to guide
himself and Axel on their journey.

Arne Saknussemm : Arne Saknussemm is a
16th-century Icelandic alchemist. (a person
who transforms or creates something through
a seemingly magical process).

Grauben : Gréuben is Axel’s fiancée and
Lidenbrock’s ward. She is 17 years old and
shares Axel’s interest in mineralogy.

Martha : Martha is Lidenbrock’s housekeeper.
She is a dutiful servant, but she often worries
about her employer’s peculiarities.

L JOURNEY-TO
The CENTER
OF THE EARTH

Professor Fridrikson : Professor
Fridrikson is an Icelandic professor
of natural science who hosts Axel
and Lidenbrock when they arrive
in Iceland.

The story begins in Hamburg,
1863. Professor Otto Lidenbrock,
j A an eccentric and brilliant
mineralogist, discovers a coded
parchment in an old Icelandic
manuscript. Axel accidentally
discovers the key, the message is
written in Latin but must be read backward. It
reveals the path to the center of the Earth via
the volcano Snafellsjokull. With the help of his
reluctant nephew, Axel, they decipher the
message. It was written by Arne Saknussemm,
a 16th-century alchemist who claims to have
reached the center of the Earth.

The message which reveals the secret
entrance goes like this :

“Descend bold traveller, into the crater of
Jokull of Snaefell, which the shadow of
Scartaris touches before the Kalends (the first
day of the month in the ancient Roman calendar)
of July, and you will attain the centre of the
earth. | did it.” (Contd.)
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