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Stories from World Classics

Lord of the Flies

(Contd. from August issue)

As days pass on the island, |
the boys’ attempts at maintaining
order grow weaker, and a new
source of tension emerges. It is
the rising emotion of fear. The |
younger children, referred to as |
the littluns, begin experiencing &
nightmares, claiming that they M
have seen frightening creatures &,
moving through the jungle at AEEsE
night. At first, the older boys S
scoff at the idea. They suggest =
the littluns are simply scared of the dark, or
that they are imagining shadows among the
trees. But slowly, the rumour of a terrifying
“beast” begins to take hold of the entire
group’s imagination. The boys, despite their
initial scepticism, start to wonder if there
might be some truth to these fears.

Ralph tries to downplay the rumours
and insists there is no such thing as
monsters, reminding the boys that their
focus must remain on survival tasks—
keeping the signal fire lit and building
shelters. Piggy, who clings to rational
thought and scientific reasoning, firmly
declares that fear is only in their minds.
However, Piggy’s words, though logical,
carry little weight with the others, who
continue to mock him. The fear of the beast,
though irrational, becomes more powerful
than Ralph’s rules or Piggy’s explanations.
The boys begin to believe in a creature they
cannot see but can vividly imagine.

OF THE

‘FLIES

WILLIAM GOLDING

STEPHEN KING ? Al

m Pallavi Dutta

Taking advantage of the
situation, Jack exploits this fear
to undermine Ralph’s leadership.
Unlike Ralph, who promotes
responsibility and rescue, Jack
appeals to instinct. He promises
that he and his hunters will kill
the beast if it exists, portraying
himself as the group’s protector.
Jack’s boldness excites the boys,
who are drawn to his confidence
and energy. He accuses Ralph
of being weak, more concerned with rules
than action, and this public challenge
deepens the rift between the two. The boys
now find themselves torn between Ralph’s
steady but unglamorous vision of order and
Jack’s thrilling promise of strength, violence,
and freedom.

The growing tension escalates when a
dead parachutist, a casualty from the outside
war, drifts down onto the island and
becomes entangled in branches on the
mountain. By day, the body is still, but at
night the wind makes it rise and fall as if
alive. When Samneric (the twins) go to tend
the signal fire one night, they catch sight of
the moving figure. Believing it to be the
beast, they flee in terror and report what
they saw. Their story electrifies the group—
now, the beast is no longer a rumour but a
“real” presence. The boys are gripped by
panic and uncertainty.
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Did You Know
Hanami, the flower festival of Japan

Hanami, in English /71
means 'flower viewing'.
More than just public ¢
picnics under blossoming =
trees, Hanami represents f;
a deep-seated appreciation
for the floating beauty of
nature. It is a theme &
resonating through the heart of Japanese
culture. Itis a cherished Japanese tradition that
celebrates the arrival of spring and the
breathtaking beauty of cherry blossoms, or
'sakura’. It's a time for the people to mix up
with friends and family members, have picnics,
and enjoy traditional food under the blooming
trees. The short lifespan of the cherry blossoms
serves as a profound reminder of the
impermanence of life and the beauty of nature,

(e

m Madhusmita Devi

) symbollically. People
Je% " gather in parks and
_+ gardens to celebrate,
: EE often enjoying traditional
"= foods like bento boxes and
gg hanami dango, and
i nqﬁ) sometimes observing the
- { beautiful blossoms lit up at
night. Hanaml dates back to the Nara period
(710-794) and initially involved offering prayers
to the trees for a good harvest. Over time, the
focus shifted from religious rituals to the
peaceful appreciation of the flowers' beauty,
becoming awidely celebrated cultural tradition.
Bloom time vary by region; Okinawa starts in
late January, while northern Hokkaido's
blossoms appear by early May. Some locations
illuminate the cherry blossoms at night, creating
a magical atmosphere.

History of Teddy Bear

During the Spanish. - American war of
1898, Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919)
commanded cavalry force known as the
'rough-riders.' He was the President of the
United States from 1901 to 1909. One day,
he was out in the wild, hunting bears— when
he came across a little bear cub and because
it was so small and cuddly, he could not Kill
it but let it wander off. An American
newspaper heard the story and published a

cartoon showing Theodore Roosevelt with
the little animal. Sometime later, a toy maker
wrote to the President asking for permission
to make a soft, cuddly toy bear and name it
after him. As Theodore Roosevelt's nick
name was 'Teddy' Roosevelt, the toy maker
wanted to call his toy a' Teddy' bear. Ever
since, one of the favourite toys of young
children everywhere has been a teddy
bear. <
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