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Did You Know

Arpita Devi

Shetphal village, where cobras and humans coexist

Have you ever heard of a village,
where cobras and humans coexist
peacefully ? The name of the village is
Shetpal village. It is located in
Maharashtra's Solapur district about 200
kms from Pune. In this village, snakes are
treated as family members—having the
freedom to live anywhere in the house.
Children play with these snakes. There is a
resting place called 'devasthan' in every
village home. It is a resting place of Gods
of the snakes. Here, we are not talking
about any garden snakes. We are talking

about the Indian cobra—one of the most
dangerous species of snake. But no snake
bite has ever been reported in this village.
According to the villagers, these snakes are
harmless and are welcomed to be visited
by those who are fond of them. Visitors are
encouraged to offer milk or eggs to the
snakes, as an expression of reverence and
hospitality. As this village continues to
uphold its unique tradition, it reminds us of
the boundless possibilities of human-animal
relationship and the power of cultural
heritage. <

Kodinhi : The Twins' village of India

Let's read about a
land of miracles, where
two is not just a number,
but a way of life. Imagine
a place where twins are
as common as the
sunrise and sunset! Yes!
We are talking about the famous Twins
village in Kerala which is Kodinhi.
"Welcome to the God's own country of
Twins,"” reads the board as you enter the
Kodinhi Twins village, which has gained
popularity for having the highest twin birth
rate in the world. The village with a
population of 2000 families. There are at
least 400 pairs of twins in this village.
Almost every home in this village has one
set of twins. The phenomenon of twin births

in Kodinhi was first
noticed in the 1940s but
in the late 1990s, the
number of twin births
started to increase. There
are many theories about
why it has such a high
number of twins. Some people believe that
it is due to the local diet, which is rich in
yams and other foods that are said to
increase the chances of conceiving twins.
Others think that it might be related to the
high levels of chemical pollution in the town.
For them, having a twin is seen as a special
gift, and the town takes great pride in its
twin population. The reasons for the high
number of twin births in the town still
remains a mystery. <
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Stories from World Classics

Frankenstein

(continued from April Issue)

Intelligent and articulate,
the Creature relates his first
days of life, living alone in the
wilderness. He found that
people were afraid of him and
hated him due to his
appearance, which led him to
fear and hide from them.
While living in an abandoned
structure connected to a
cottage, the Creature grew fond of the poor
family living there and discreetly collected
firewood for them, cleared snow away from
their path, and performed other tasks to help
them. Secretly living next to the cottage for
months, the Creature learned that the son
was going to marry a Turkish woman whom
he was teaching his native language, which
the Creature listened to on the lessons and
taught himself to speak and write. The
Creature also taught himself to read after
discovering a lost satchel of books in the
woods. When he saw his reflection in a
pool, he realized his appearance was
hideous, and it horrified him as much as it
horrified normal humans. As he continued to
learn of the family’s plight, he grew
increasingly — attached to them, and
eventually he approached the family in
hopes of becoming their friend, entering the
house while only the blind father, De Lacey,
was present. The Creature and De Lacey
conversed, but on the return of the others,

| FRANKEN

ol

STEIN |

/e

m Neha Bora

the rest of them were frightened.
De Lacey’s son Felix attacked him,
and the Creature fled the house.
The next day, the family left their
home out of fear that he would
return. Witnessing this, the monster
renounced any hope of being
accepted by humanity, and vowed
to get his revenge. Although he
hated his creator for abandoning
him, he decided to travel to Geneva
to find him because he believed that Victor
was the only person with a responsibility to
help him. On the journey, he rescued a girl
who had fallen into a river.Unfortunately the
girl’s father, believing that the Creature
intended to harm them, shot him in the
shoulder in defense. The Creature was
shattered and then he swore revenge
against all humans but first, his creator. He
travelled to Geneva using details from a
combination of Victor’s journal and
geography lessons gleaned from the family.
When in Switzerland he chanced upon
William, who was at first frightened, but the
Creature held his wrist to calm him. When
William  screamed and  threatened
punishment  from his  father, “M.
Frankenstein”, this sparked the creature into
crushing William’s throat to spite Victor. But
the Creature then took William’s locket and
later placed it into the dress of Justine,
incriminating her as the murderer. «

Contd.
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