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Did You Know
Xiaozhai Tiankeng

You all have seen wells dug by human
beings in villages and semi-urban areas. But
have you ever heard about any natural well?

One such natural well is the Xiaozhai
Tiankeng in Fengjie County in China. It is
the deepest and largest natural well on
earth. It is also known as the Xiaozhai
Heavenly Pit. This well is a sinkhole,
believed to be caused by collapsing caves
and underground rivers. Xiaozhai Tiankeng
has incredible size. It is 2,054 feet long and
1,762 feet wide. This sinkhole is around 2171
feet deep and has vertical walls.Geologists
believe that this sinkhole was formed
centuries ago as it has been known to the
local people for a long time. However, it
was discovered by the outside world only in
1994 when a group of British explorers
stumbled upon it. Xiaozhai means “little
village”, and “Tiankeng” means “Heavenly
Pit”. An underground river flows underneath
this sinkhole. During rainy seasons, even a
waterfall can be seen at the mouth of the
sinkhole.Xiaozhai Tiankengh as a unique
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microclimate, with its very own
weather patterns and a distinct
ecosystem. Due to its remote
location, several plant and
animal species are found within
the sinkhole which are not
documented in other parts of
the world. Scientists have
found 1285 species of plants
inside the sinkhole and rare
animals like clouded leopards
and Chinese Giant Salamander.
Among all the plant species, Ginkgo biloba is
one rare species of tree, which is found
inside the sinkhole.

Xiaozhai Tiankeng is one of the major
tourist attractions in the world. The view is
simply stunning and it has enriched domestic
tourism in China. Earlier Xiaozhai Tiankeng
was almost inaccessible as no proper roads
led to this giant sinkhole. However,
nowadays proper roads have been built in
this area and the government has even built
a zig-zag pathway with 2800 steps that
descends into the sinkhole. It takes half a
day or more to hike from top to bottom and
back.

There are several sinkholes in different
other parts of the earth. Interestingly China
alone is home to around 200 sinkholes.
Among all those sinkholes Xiaozhai
Tiankeng is the deepest and largest and it
has fascinated scientists and geologists for a
long time. Nature really can be mysterious
and Xiaozhai Tiankeng is one of the best
examples of such mystery. <
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Stories from World Classics

The Wizard of Oz

After several adventures,
they arrive at the Emerald City
and meet the Guardian of the
Gates, who asks them to wear
green tinted spectacles to keep
their eyes from being blinded
by the city’s brilliance and then
each one is called to see the
Wizard. But the Wizard
appeared in different form to
each one of them. The Wizard
appears to Dorothy as a giant
head, to the Scarecrow as a lovely lady, to
the Tin Woodman as a terrible beast, and to
the Lion as a ball of fire. The Wizard
appeared to each one of them like that
because the Wizard at first had the intention
of scaring them all, but of course choosing
the wrong image to make the desired
impression. After that, the Wizard agrees to
help them all but with a condition. The
Wizard said that if they help him to kill
the Wicked Witch of the West, who rules
over Winkie Country but is a havoc to the
Winkies and they are trying to rebel against
her to defeat her in every possible ways but
to no avail. Because of that, the Guardian
warns them that no one has ever managed
to defeat the Witch of the West so they
need to careful with whatever they are
planning.

Next, the Wicked Witch of the West
sees the travelers approaching with her one
telescopic eye. To stop them, she sends a
pack of wolves to tear them to pieces, but the
Tin Woodman kills them with his axe. Failing
which, she sends a flock of wild crows to
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peck their eyes out next, but
the Scarecrow Kills them by
twisting their necks. Then she
summons a swarm of black
bees to sting them, but they are
killed while trying to sting the
Tin  Woodman while the
Scarecrow’s straw hides the
others. The Wicked Witch of
the West was fuming with rage
so next she sends a dozen of
her Winkie slaves to attack
them, but the Lion stands firm to repel them.
Finally, she uses the power of her Golden
Cap to send the Winged Monkeys to capture
Dorothy, Toto, and the Lion. This time the
Wicked Witch of the West cages the Lion,
scatters the straw of the Scarecrow, and
dents the Tin Woodman. Dorothy is forced to
become the Wicked Witch’s personal slave,
while the Wicked Witch schemes to steal her
silver shoes” powerful magic.

The Wicked Witch of the West
successfully tricks Dorothy out of one of her
silver shoes. But Dorothy was angered, so
she throws a bucket of water at the Wicked
Witch and is shocked to see her melt away.
The Winkies rejoice at being freed from her
tyranny. So, in return, the Winkies help
restuff the Scarecrow and mend the Tin
Woodman. They ask the Tin Woodman to
become their ruler, which he agrees to do
after helping Dorothy return to Kansas.
Dorothy finds the Wicked Witch’s Golden
Cap and summons the Winged Monkeys to
carry her and her friends back to the
Emerald City. Contd.
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