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Echoes of Walk

m Jagriti Baruah
Class X

I went through that route again,

where [ went the day I learnt to walk
There were the same concrete walls,
and those indelible marks of chalk.

Without remembering those
remembrance

I went through and got stucked
Concrete walls were so rigid,
and did not allow any sand to be
plucked.

I made my own way all alone,

birds flew away too.

To make it worse the wind blew,
harder, the sky didn't remain anymore
blue.

I could concede for the very first
time,

I learnt to walk and I went through.
But I never learnt how to keep aside
the rocks,

and I could yield that true.

The wind led to rain,

and the rocks were wet,

The concrete walls remained the
same,

When my feet were slipping with

dread. %
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Stories from World Classics

Little Women

One dark day, the

m Madhusmita Devi

twins, Demi and Daisy.

family receives a = : Amy gets to go to Paris
telegram saying that Mr. RO L e ST instead of Jo, who
March is sick in the counted on the trip,
hospital in Washington, because  their  Aunt
D.C. Marmee goes to Carroll prefers Amy’s
tend to him, and Jo sells ladylike behaviour in a
her hair to help finance companion.

the trip. Chaos ensues in
Marmee’s wake, for the
girls neglect their chores
again. Only Beth goes to
visit the Hummels, and
after one of her visits,
she contracts scarlet
fever from the Hummel
baby. Beth teeters on the
brink of death until
Marmee returns. Meanwhile, Amy spends
time at Aunt March’s house in order to
escape the disease. Beth recovers, though
not completely, and Mr. Brooke, Laurie’s
tutor, falls in love with Meg, much to Jo’s
dismay. Mr. Brooke and Meg are engaged
by the end of Part One.

Three years pass before Part Two
begins. Mr. March is home from the war,
and Laurie is nearly done with school. Soon,
Meg marries and moves into a new home
with Mr. Brooke. One day, Amy decides to
have a lunch for her art school classmates,
but poor weather ruins the festivities. Jo
gets a novel published, but she must cut it
down in order to please her publishers.
Meanwhile, Meg struggles with the duties of
keeping house, and she soon gives birth to

LITTLE
WOMEN

Jo begins to think
that Beth loves Laurie. In
order to escape Laurie’s
affections for her, Jo
moves to New York so as
to give Beth a chance to
win his affections. There
Jo meets  Professor
Bhaer, a poor German
language instructor. Professor Bhaer
discourages Jo from writing sensationalist
stories, and she takes his advice and finds a
simpler writing style. When Jo returns home,
Laurie proposes to her, but she turns him
down. Beth soon dies.

Amy and Laurie reunite in France, and
they fall in love. They marry and return
home. Jo begins to hope that Professor
Bhaer will come for her. He does, and they
marry a year later. Amy and Laurie have a
daughter named Beth, who is sickly. Jo
inherits Plumfield, Aunt March’s house, and
decides to turn it into a boarding school for
boys. The novel ends with the family happily
gathered together, each sister thankful for
her blessings and for each other. +¢
The End.
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Did You Know
The Immortal Jellyfish

Turritopsis dohrnii, also
known as the “immortal
jellyfish,” is an amazing creature
for its exceptional ability to
escape death effectively and
starts its life cycle anew. This
process is called transdifferentiation. This
species of jellyfish was first discovered in
the 1880s in the Mediterranean Sea,
however, they are now found in oceans all
around the world. Like all jellyfish,

Turritopsis dohrnii begins its life as a larva,

m Karishma Khabir

which becomes polyp, polyp
spawn baby jellyfish, baby
jellyfish  grows up fully.
However, it’s interesting when
in response to physical damage
or even starvation, it reverts
back to its development process
transforming back to a polyp. The born
again polyp eventually buds and releases
medusae that are genetically identical to the
injured adult, a process that
remarkably like immortality.

looks

Fungi that turn Ants into Zombies

The fungus that turns ants
into “zombies” is Ophiocordyceps
unilateralis also commonly known
This
pathogenic fungus is
discovered by the British
naturalist, Alfred Russel Wallace
in 1859. This fungus is currently

as ‘“zombie-ant-fungus.”
insect-

found mostly in tropical forest

into a
carpenter ant’s body after it has been
exposed to fungal spores in its environment
Once infected, the fungus affects the ant’s
central nervous system. After nine days,
when it’s been inside the ant’s body, it has
complete control over the host’s movements

ecosystems. The fungus enters

and behaviour. The ant leaves its colony and
climbs to a high humid location, usually on a
plant stem or leaf. Then the ant bites down

on the vegetation and produces a
‘death grip’. This grip is strong
enough to allow the fungus to
continue growing and producing
spores even after the ant’s body
deteriorates.
Ophiocordyceps
important in

fungus s
several ways. It

maintains forest ecosystem by
regulating ant populations. It is also believed
to have medicinal properties that enhance
stamina, boost immune function and has
therapeutical effects on various diseases
including those of the respiratory system,
kidney, liver, etc. Due to its parasitic nature,
it may also serve as natural biochemical
agent in agriculture. Thus, it has a significant
contribution in the ecosystem and in the

fields of health and agriculture. <
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