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Stories from World Classics

Little Women

m Madhusmita Devi

Continued  from
issue...

Marmee comes home with
a letter from Mr. March, the
girls’ father, who is serving as a
Union chaplain in the Civil War.
The letter inspires the girls to
bear their burdens more
cheerfully and not to complain
about their poverty.

On Christmas morning, the
girls wake up to find books,

September

Laurence meets all the
sisters, and Beth becomes
his special favourite. Mr.
Laurence gives her his
deceased granddaughter’s
piano.

The girls have various
adventures. Amy is caught
trading limes at school, and
the teacher hits her as
punishment. As a result,
Mrs. March withdraws her

probably copies of The Pilgrim’s
Progress, under their pillows. Later that
day, Marmee encourages them to give away
their breakfast to a poor family, the
Hummels. Their elderly neighbour, Mr.
Laurence, whom the girls have never met,
rewards their charitable activities by sending
over a feast. Soon, Meg and Jo are invited
to attend a New Year’s Party at the home
of Meg’s wealthy friend, Sally Gardiner. At
the party, Jo retreats to an alcove, and there
meets Laurie, the boy who lives with Mr.
Laurence. While dancing, Meg sprains her
ankle. Laurie escorts the sisters home. The
Marches regret having returned to their
daily routine after the holiday festivities.

Jo visits Laurie when he is sick, and
meets his grandfather, Mr. Laurence. She
inadvertently insults a painting of Mr.
Laurence in front of the man himself.
Luckily, Laurie’s grandfather admires Jo’s
spunk, and they become friends. Soon, Mr.

daughter from school. Jo refuses to let Amy
go with her to the theatre. In retaliation, Amy
burns Jo’s manuscript, and Jo, in her anger,
nearly lets Amy drown while ice skating.
Pretty Meg attends her friend Annie Moffat’s
party and, after allowing the other girls to
dress her up in high style, learns that
appearances are not everything. While at the
party, she hears that people think she intends
to marry Laurie for his money.

The year, the Marches from the
Pickwick Club, in which they write a family
newspaper. In the spring, Jo smuggles Laurie
into one of the club meetings, and he
becomes a member, presenting his new circle
with a post-box. At the beginning of June, the
Marches decide to neglect their housework.
At the end of a lazy week, Mamee takes a
day off too. The girls spoil a dinner, but
everyone ends up laughing over it. One day,
Laurie has English friends over, and the
Marches go on a picnic with them. <

(Contd.)
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Did You Know
Why aircraft don't fly in a straight line?

m Bhaktimala Saikia

Have you ever wondered
why aircraft don’t fly in a
straight line from origin to its
destination? When you look at
a map, it might seem like

TEL0 em

Another reason is air traffic
control. It is crucial for keeping
planes safe in the sky.

% Weather also plays a
- | significantrole in flight paths. Pilots

airplanes should fly directly from one point
to another. However, the truth is that flights
often take curved paths. Let’s explore some
of the main reasons why planes don’t just
fly in straight lines.

One of the biggest reasons is the Earth
itself. Our planet is round, so the shortest
distance between two places is actually a
curved line called a “great circle route.”
This is why flights from two places appear
to arc across the map. It’s the most efficient
way to travel long distances.

need to consider wind patterns,
storms, and other atmospheric factors.

Certain geographical obstacles such as
mountains, oceans, and urban areas can
affect where planes fly. For safety, flights
may need to avoid certain regions or
restricted airspaces, leading to longer or
more curved routes.

Airlines also aim to save fuel and time.
They use advanced flight planning software
to find the best routes based on current
weather, air traffic, and other factors. These
routes might not be straight. <

Why did we stop going to the moon?

In July 1969, humans landed on the
Moon for the first time, as part of the Apollo
11 mission. But why haven’t we been back
since the Apollo 17 mission in 1972?

The Apollo 11 Moon landing in July
1969 was a huge achievement of human
endeavour, engineering and science. It was
a moment that the world had been waiting
for.

Apollo 11 was followed by six further
trips to the Moon, five of which landed
successfully. 12 men walked on the lunar
surface in total. But in 1970 future Apollo
missions were cancelled. Apollo 17 became

the last crewed mission to the Moon, for an
indefinite amount of time. The main reason
for this was money.The Apollo program was
expensive, and funding priorities shifted
towards other areas, such as social
programs and the Vietnam War.

Risk was another factor. The dangers
associated with space travel became more
apparent, leading to increase scrutiny of
manned missions.

Another reason was that the
excitement around moon landings diminished
after multiple successful missions, leading to
reduced public and political support.
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