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Stories from World Classics

Little Women

Louisa May Alcott was

"LITTLE WOMEN |

1, AND AMY

m Madhusmita Devi

the story semi-autobiographical. Jo

born in Germantown, SR has a temper and a quick tongue,
Pennsylvania, in 1832. Two  @wis. = 353 although she works hard to control

years later, she moved with
her family to Boston and in
1840 to Concord, which was
to remain her family home
for the rest of her life. Her
father, Bronson Alcott, was a |
transcendentalist and friend
of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry
David Thoreau. Alcott early realized that
her father could not be counted on as
sole support of his family, and so she
sacrificed much of her own pleasure to
earn money by sewing, teaching, and
churning out potboilers. Her reputation
was established with Hospital Sketches
(1863), which was an account of her
work as a volunteer nurse in Washington,
D.C. Alcott’s first works were written for
children, including her best-known Little
Women (1868—69) and Little Men: Life
at Plumfield with Jo’s Boys (1871) etc.
The novel traces the different
personalities and fortunes of four sisters
(Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy March) as they
emerge from childhood and encounter the
vicissitudes of employment, society, and
marriage. The novel features four key
characters: Jo March: the protagonist of
the novel, and the second-oldest March
sister. Jo, who wants to be a writer, is based
on Louisa May Alcott herself, which makes

both. She is a tomboy, and reacts
with impatience to the many
limitations placed on women and
girls. She hates romance in her real
life, and wants nothing more than to
hold her family together. Meg
March: the oldest March sister.
Responsible and kind, Meg mothers her
younger sisters. She has a small weakness
for luxury and leisure, but the greater part of
her is gentle, loving, and morally vigorous.
Beth March: the third daughter of the
March family. Beth is very quiet and very
virtuous, and she does nothing but try to
please others. She adores music and plays
the piano very well. Amy March: the
youngest March girl. Amy is an artist who
adores visual beauty and has a weakness
for pretty possessions. She is given to
pouting, fits of temper, and vanity; but she
does not attempt to improve herself.

The four March girls—Meg, Jo, Beth,
and Amy are sitting in their living room and
lamenting their poverty. The girls decide that
they will each buy themselves a present in
order to brighten their Christmas. Soon,
however, they change their minds and
decide that instead of buying presents for
themselves, they will buy presents for their
mother, Marmee. %

(Contd.)
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Did You Know
The Village of Twins in India

Did you know there
is a village in India with a
higher number of twins
than anywhere else in the
country ? Yes, Kodinhi, a
remote and sleepy village
in Kerala’'s Malappuram
district has the highest number of twins for
which it is popularly known as ‘Twin Town’.
According to an estimate, there are at least
400 pairs of twins in a population of just
2000 families in Kodinhi. Scientists from
different parts of the world are trying to find
answer to this unique phenomenon. But no
definite explanation is found scientifically.
The phenomenon came to light by a local
doctor named Krishan Srinivasan in the

m Jyotirupa Das

early 2000s. He noticed
a high incidence of twins
being born in the village.
Then he began to
investigate and collect
data on the number of
twins born in Kodinhi for
several years. In 2005, his data reveals an
unusually high twin birth rate in Kodinhi,
with 45.5 twins per 1000 births. The
phenomenon gains attention from local
media and hence it was covered by the
national as well as international media,
which brought global attention to this remote
place. Thus, Kodinhi becomes a fascinating
destination for the scientists and tourists.

The Crooked Forest

Imagine a
where the trees don’t grow
straight up towards the sky.
Instead they bend at a
peculiar 90 degree angle
which creates an unusual
shape. The Crooked Forest
in Poland is a natural
wonder with 400 pine trees with 90-degree
curved trunks, about 3-4 feet from the
ground. It is a forest of pine trees that
covers an area of approximately 1.5 acres.
The reason behind this unusual shape of the
trees is still unknown. Some say that it may
be the result of an experiment in tree
bending done by humans. Some believe that

forest BTN SRETRS

it is the result of freak
weather. The curvature is
present only in the lower
part of the trunk, with the
upper part  growing
straight. One more
attraction of this forest is
all the trees are curved in
the same direction. The trees of this forest
are estimated to be 80-100 years old.
Despite numerous theories and mysteries,
the exact reason of the unique shape of the
pine trees of this forest remains unknown.
Gradually it becomes the popular tourist
attraction and a subject for the scientific
study for the scientists and foresters. <+
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