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Stories from World Classics

Adventure of Huckleberry Finn

(Continued from July issue)

The Duke and the King
commit one final scam, but
their scheme fails, and they are
run out of town. Huck and Jim
plan to escape, but the King
sells Jim to a local farmer, Silas
Phelps, for $40.

Huck arrives at the
Phelps farm, where he is
mistaken for Tom Sawyer by
Aunt Sally. Huck plays along,
and when the real Tom arrives,
he goes along with Huck’s plan. Tom
enthusiastically joins the scheme to free Jim,
coming up with an elaborate and
unnecessary plan.

Meanwhile, the Duke and the King
are captured and tarred and feathered by an
angry mob. Huck feels pity for them despite
their crimes. Tom and Huck begin executing
their plan, which involves unnecessary
complications to make Jim’s escape seem
like an adventure. They sheak Jim out of the
shed at night, and Tom writes anonymous
letters to the Phelps family warning of the
escape. They also sneak tools and other
items. Jim on his part remains patient and
cooperative, trusting Huck and Tom.

Aunt Sally and Uncle Silas become
increasingly suspicious as items go missing
around the house. Huck and Tom make a
rope ladder into a pie for Jim. The boys
continue to execute their plan despite the
challenges and close calls with Tom insisting
on adding even more unnecessary elements,

dventur,
e e

Huckl®

m Pallavi Dutta

such as a coat of arms and
a journal for Jim to keep.
Jim goes along with the
plan, though he finds some
of the steps ridiculous.
Huck and Tom sneak more
items to Jim, facing
increasing suspicion from
the Phelps family.

Tom  writes more
anonymous warning letters
to heighten the drama. The
Phelps family is terrified
and takes measures to protect themselves.
Despite the chaos, the boys carry out their
plan, and Jim escapes with them. However,
Tom is shot in the leg during the escape. Jim
sacrifices his freedom to get a doctor for
Tom, showing his loyalty and compassion.

Huck brings the doctor to treat Tom,
who keeps the secret of Jim’s escape. The
doctor is impressed by Jim’s kindness and
sacrifices. Tom reveals that Miss Watson
freed Jim in her will, so Jim has been free
all along. Aunt Polly arrives and confirms
the boys’ true identities. Tom explains the
entire escape plan as an elaborate
adventure, much to Aunt Sally’s shock.

Jim is officially freed, and Huck learns
that his father has died, meaning he is free
from his abusive father. Aunt Sally wants to
adopt Huck and “civilize” him, but Huck
plans to head west to avoid being civilized.
The novel ends with Huck declaring his
intention to continue seeking freedom and
adventure. «¢

(The end)
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Did You Know

The Mystery of the Voynich Manuscript:
An Uncrackable Code

The

Voynich  Manuscript is a
mysterious and undeciphered text. Dating
back to the early 15th century, the
manuscript is written in an unknown script
and features. This book is illustrated with
strange plants and astrological diagrams.
The manuscript is divided into sections that

m Jita Gogoi

appear to cover topics such as, botanicals
containing drawings of 113 unidentified plant

species, astronomical and astrological
drawings including astral charts with
radiating circles, suns and moons,

pharmaceutical drawings of over 100
different species of medicinal herbs and
roots portrayed with jars or vessels in red,
blue, or green etc. Modern techniques,
including computer analysis and artificial
intelligence, have been employed to crack
the code, but none have succeeded. It has
approximately 170,000 characters, with
around 25-30 distinct letters, but no one has
been able to identify a linguistic or
alphabetic basis for them. According to
radiocarbon dating, the creation of the
manuscript is between 1404 and 1438. But,

the identity of the author remains unknown. <

The Nazca Lines

The Nazca Lines are a collection of
enormous geoglyphs etched into the arid
desert floor of southern Peru, near the town
of Nazca. The Nazca Lines were made by
the Nazca people between 500 BCE and
500 CE. They include simple lines and
intricate drawings of animals and shapes,
spread across about 450 square kilometres.
There are over 800 straight lines, 300
geometric shapes, and 70 animal and plant
designs. Some shapes are as long as a
football field. Experts aren’t sure why they
made these drawings. Some people think
that they were used for ceremonies or to
track seasons, while others believe that they

were the paths for religious processions.
Despite being made thousands of years ago,
the Nazca Lines are still visible because the
desert climate helps to protect them from
wind and rain. The lines are hard to see
from the ground because they are so big.
They are best viewed from the air, like from
an airplane or helicopter. The Nazca people
were known for their advanced farming and
pottery. In 1994, the Nazca Lines became a
UNESCO World Heritage Site to protect
them from damage and preserve their great
history. <
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