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TR RIRASIREIRCa
'Poki’-The Treasure of Tezpur

Poki
building. It continues to stand in the heart of
Tezpur, carrying on its head the glory of this
historical town. The name of this house has
not faded away. ‘Poki’ continues today to be
what is used to be earlier. This grand house

is a celebrated century old

which has memories of five to six
generations, is considered as a historic public
memorial building.

The front yard of the house which was
wonderfully decorated with the Krishnasura
trees and the backyard with fruit bearing
trees like mangoes and jackfruits are no
longer there. However, the main concrete
building stands today in the same manner as
it used to over a century ago.

The house was built in 1874 by the
pious soul Haribilas Agarwala, who was also
a pioneer tea planter and merchant of
Assam. It was built on the model of buildings
then prevalent in Rajasthan and Agra. It
took, almost two years to complete it by
bringing in the best available masons of that
period and constructing it with small flat
bricks like those wused in the Ahom

Abhilasha Barman
Class X

structures. The building is 70 feet in
length and 60 feet in width. It is 18
feet in height. The walls of each and
every room are two feet and a half
thick.

Haribilas Agarwala had
established a foundation of hope in
this house, after having left his
ancestral home at Gamiri and
Kalangpur village within Darrang
district. It was here in Poki that
Haribilas’s sons Bishnuprasad, sculptor
Chandra Kumar, a connoisser of music
Paramananda, Gopal Chandra and his
nephew Ananda Chandra had spent their
childhood and student life.

There were a lot of people who had
witnessed this holy place where the
Aggarwala’s had spent most of the time of
their lives. The father of the nation.
Mahatma Gandhi spent one night in ‘Poki’
when he visited Assam. Jawaharlal Nehru is
also one of the people who spent time in this
place. Like wise many great human beings
had spent time in Aggarwala’s sweet home
‘Poki’.

Poki has a lot of memories. Jyotiprasad
Agarwala wrote many of his song, drama
etc. in this house. Ananda Chandra wrote
many of his legendary poems in this place.
The house witnessed many events that are
till today invaluable. That is why, the ‘Poki’
is not only Tezpur’s but also Assam’s
treasure and our government also has
already taken of measures to conserve this

ancient glory. <
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Did You Know
The bird that rarely lands

You all see birds flying freely in the
open, vast sky. But have you seen a bird
that rarely lands once it starts flying? Yes,
you heard it right. There are a few species
of birds that keep on flying almost their
entire lives and rarely touch the ground.

Such an amazing bird is a large seabird
called the albatross. The albatross can travel
thousands of miles between landfalls.
Albatrosses have specialized wings that help

m Binoy Bikash Gogoi

them soar. Albatrosses generally land when
they need to nest or feed. But, most of the
time they keep on soaring over the vast
oceans. They feed on fish, squid, etc. by
either diving or by scavenging. Whereas
most of the birds depend on their eyesight
for locating food sources, albatrosses use
their strong and unique sense of smell.

Albatrosses depend on wind and waves
of the ocean that produce strong air currents
that allow them to go up in the sky, glide
smoothly, and cover a long distance. Their long
wings are not strong enough to undertake
flapping flight. That’s why most species of
albatrosses need to rest on calm ocean water
until the air current becomes strong.
Albatrosses, interestingly take a run up before
the strong air helps them going up. +*

The fish that can glve you a shock

The world is filled
with  several — mystical
creatures. One such

creature is the electric eel
that can deliver electric
shocks up to 860 volts.
Isn’t it scary? Well, a bit of
relief is that these electric eels are found
mostly in South America and most of us will
never encounter them in our lives. Electric
eels are neotropical freshwater fish and are
nocturnal. They mainly eat fish and keep on
growing as long as they live.

Electric eels have poor vision and hunt
using electrolocation. They use their high
frequency-sensitive tuberous receptors to
hunt their prey. They locate their prey using

these electroreceptors and
stun them using electric
shocks that can be as high as
860 volts.

Though they are called
electric eels, they don’t
actually belong to the family
of eels. They are more like the catfish. They
have long, stout, eel-like bodies and the
mouth is at the front of the snout. They have
smooth, thick black skin, and a yellow or red
underbelly  without any scales. One
interesting fact is that the invention of the
electric battery in 1800 was actually possible
because of the study on the electrical
capabilities of the electric eels in 1775. <
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Stories from World Classics

Heidi

m Nisha Devi

(Continued from September
Issue, 2023)

On days when the wind
blows too strongly Heidi
remains at home and watches
Grandfather hammer, saw and
build things. Peter feels lonely
without Heidi on those days. |
One day Peter tells Heidi that '
his grandmother would like
Heidi to visit their house. Heidi
agrees and four days later,
Grandfather and Heidi hop
into a sleigh and slide down to
Peter’s place. There Heidi
meets Peter’s mother Brigitta, #
and his grandmother. Peter’s f

Jesbtrima Spryre

HEIDI

outside his hut.
Grandmother once knew
Grandfather very well.
She knows the pain
Grandfather  suffered.
She is very happy that
Heidi’s presence has
brought beautiful
changes in him.

Heidi is in her
eighth year now. The
school master and the
pastor pressure Grand-
father to send Heidi to

grandmother is blind and Heidi

wants to know what grandmother can see.
Grandmother says that she cannot see any
light at all. This makes Heidi sad.
Grandmother and Heidi enjoy the day
together. When darkness approaches, Heidi
announces that she must leave. Grandfather
is pleased that Heidi has kept her promise to
leave on time. Heidi requests Grandfather to
fix a broken shutter at Peter’s house. Next
afternoon Heidi and Grandfather return to
Peter’s house to fix the shutter.
Grandmother is overjoyed to meet Heidi
again. Heidi continues to visit grandmother
over the winter and the two of them become
very good friends. Grandfather never gets
annoyed when Heidi requests him to take
her to grandmother’s house. Grandfather
seems happier now and is ready to step

school. Grandfather

; : disagrees and exclaims
R YA ® that he will not send
Heidi to school.

Grandfather is actually afraid that school
would bring Heidi stress causing her to
sleepwalk. He remembers that Heidi’s
mother, as a young girl used to sleepwalk
whenever she was under stress. One day
Heidi’s aunt Dete arrives unexpectedly. She
tells Grandfather that some wealthy
relatives of a family she works for, are
looking for a companion for their young
invalid daughter. The family lives in
Frankfurt. Grandfather angrily tells her that
Heidi will not be going anywhere. Dete
threatens Grandfather and tells him that she
has everybody in Dorfli on her side including
the law. Heidi resists at first but Dete
promises her that Heidi can come to meet
Grandfather whenever she wants.

(to be continued)
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