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Nohkalikail Falls

Nohkalikai Falls, located
in the beautiful state of
Meghalaya (near Cherrapunji),
is a beautiful and magnificent
waterfall. Not only that it is
also remarkable and famous
for being the tallest plunge
waterfall in India. Its height is 340 metres
(1,115ft). Nohkalikai Falls are fed by the
rainwater collected on the summit of a small
plateau. However its power is decreased
during the dry season (December to
February). Below the falls is a plunge pool
and it's impossible to reach that pool.

It is one of the most popular waterfalls
of Meghalaya. It is also a famous tourist
place in Cherrapunji (Meghalaya). The
interesting fact is that its water speed is so
fast that it looks smoky. Also, the water
looks an unusual shade of green.
Furthermore, the pool at the base of the falls
changes colours from blue to green to aqua
with time and season. This creates a
spectacular view.

Every beautiful feature of nature has a
legend and the legend of Nohkalikai is
believed to be a sad one. Once, in a village,
a young lady married a man and they
happily lived with their baby girl. However,
her husband died and she thought to remarry
because it was extremely difficult to take
care of her little one along with a load of
jobs. That's why she remarried thinking that

m Varasha Talukdar
Class VII

her daughter would get a
father who will take care of
her. But her second husband
turned into a nasty, mean man
because he was jealous of all
the attention Ka Likai (the
young lady) gave her
daughter. He did something horrendous that
we can't even imagine. He chopped the little
angel and cooked her for dinner. When Likai
came home, she thought that her daughter
was playing with the neighbour's kid. Likai
was starving and ate the meal cooked by
her husband. As she was having her after
meal betel leaves and nuts, the sight of tiny
fingers, near the place where she usually ate
her betel nuts and leaves, disturbed her. It
took a minute to understand what had
happened. Likai felt shocked and went
crazy with anger and grief. She ran madly
until she reached the edge of the waterfall
and jumped. That's how the waterfall is
renamed as 'Nohkalikai' 'Noh' means jump,
'Ka' means a prefix used for a female and
‘Likai" means the Khasi woman behind this
legend.

This place is now famous as tourist
place and the perfect time to visit this
waterfall is May to September. It is located
at the bottom of the East Khasi Hills. If one
wants to enjoy the viewpoint, they must visit
in the late afternoon when the mist is
cleared and enjoy the majestic sunset over
the falls.
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Stories from World Classics

Heidi
m Nisha Devi

Johana Spyri was born on 12 June 1827 in Switzerland. She was a Swiss author
of children novels and children stories. She is the author of one of the best-selling
books ever written, Heidi. Heidi was published between 1880 and 1881. It was
originally published in two parts as "Heidi : Her Years of Wandering and Learning"
and "Heidi : How She Used What She Learned." It was written as a book "for
children and those who love children."” Originally written in German, the book was

translated into English by Helen Bennett Dole.

It is a sunny morning in June.
A young woman named Dete
walks with five-year-old Heidi up
a narrow mountain path which
goes up the mountain from the
Mayenfield village. Dete is taking
Heidi to Grandfather's place who
is the father of Heidi's father
Tobias Dete. Heidi's aunt, can no
longer take care of Heidi who has Y
been living with her for four years.
Heidi's parents are both dead. Halfway up
the mountain, a woman from the village
advises Dete not to leave Heidi with
Grandfather as he is a grouchy and unkind
man. He has become more so after the
death of his only son Tobias. After Tobias
died, grandfather began a solitary life on the
mountain. Dete and Heidi find Grandfather
in front of his hut with a pipe in his mouth.
Grandfather is surprised to see them. Dete
tells him the reason for her visit.
Grandfather is angry and tells Dete that she
must take Heidi with her. But Dete leaves
the place leaving Heidi behind with the old
man. Grandfather then takes Heidi inside his
hut and puts away her clothes into a cabinet.
Grandfather makes her a bed up in the loft.
He is careful to make sure that it will be

ISTRATED CLAEICA M

comfortable for her. Heidi is
now hungry and Grandfather
prepares food. To his delight,
Heidi sets the table properly.
Grandfather watches Heidi as
she settles in for her meal.
Grandfather is impressed with
her ability to set the table and
find herself a chair. Both enjoy
a tasty meal of cheese bread.
Grandfather goes out to his
shed to build Heidi a stool. In the evening
Peter arrives with the goats. Grandfather
tells Heidi that those are their goats and tells
her their names. After dinner, Heidi crawls
into her hayloft bed. At night, the wind
becomes very strong and shakes the hut.
Grandfather worries about Heidi and checks
on her. But to his surprise, he finds Heidi
sleeping peacefully. A softer Grandfather
unfolds as he spends the day with his
granddaughter.

Days pass and slowly summer
becomes winter. Heidi is perfectly
comfortable in her new surroundings and
with  Grandfather.  Grandfathr's  usual
grouchiness is replaced with patience in
Heidi's presence. Heidi joins Peter each day
on the mountain. < (Contd.)
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Did You Know
Vembanad Lake: the longest lake in India

Vembanad Lake is a
popular tourist destination in the
southern Indian state of Kerala
with a tranquil and expansive
water body. Known for its
breathtaking beauty and serene
backwaters, the lake holds a special place in
the hearts of both locals and tourists alike.
Stretching over an area of approximately
235 square kilometres, Vembanad Lake is
the longest lake in India and one of the
largest in the state of Kerala. The lake is
bordered by several towns and villages.

One of the most captivating aspects of
Vembanad Lake is its connection to
Kerala’s famed network of backwaters.
The lake is intertwined with a network of
canals, rivers, and lagoons, collectively
known as the Kerala Backwaters. These
waterways offer a peaceful and captivating
journey through the heart of Kerala’s scenic
landscape.

The lake’s network is rich and diverse,
making it a vital habitat for various species
of fish, birds, and other wildlife. The
surrounding wetlands and marshes provide
essential breeding grounds for migratory
birds, making Vembanad Lake a heaven for
birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts.

The annual Nehru Trophy Boat Race,
held on the second Saturday of August, is a
significant event that draws visitors from far
and wide. The race features elaborately
decorated traditional snake boats gliding

m Pallavi Dutta

gracefully across the lake’s
water, accompanied by the
rhythmic chants of rowers and
the cheers of spectators.The
local communities around
Vembanad Lake are closely
connected to its water. Fishing is an integral
part of their livelihood, and one can often
see traditional fishing activities.

Tourists visiting Vembanad Lake can
experience the unique charm of Kerala’s
houseboats, known as “kettuvallams.”
These beautifully crafted houseboats offer a
leisurely cruise through the backwaters,
allowing travelers to relax and immerse
themselves in the tranquil surroundings.

The sun set over Vembanad Lake,
provides a picturesque spectacle. The lake’s
beauty and serenity make it a perfect
destination for holiday retreat.

Vembanad Lake isn’t just a body of
water; it’s a reflection of Kerala’s soul, its
culture, and its deep connection to nature.
With its serene backwaters, rich biodiversity,
and unique cultural experiences, Vembanad
Lake offers a glimpse into the enchanting
beauty of “God’s Own Country,” Kerala.

It can be reached by various modes of
transportation, including air, train, and road.
The lake is located near the towns of
Alappuzha (Alleppey) and Kumarakom. The
nearest major airport to Vembanad Lake is
Cochin International Airport, which is
approximately 75-80 kilometres away. «*
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