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The mystery of Subhas Chandra Bose's death

It was 1945 when
the world received some
shocking news. The news
was the death of Subhas
Chandra  Bose.  The
official reason for his
death was plane crash.
But the surprising thing

was when the world
media reached the
hospital, where Netaji

breathed his last, to make
a ground zero report, none
of those media houses got
any permission for this.
They did not even get a single photo of
Netaji.The most suspicious thing is Netaji
was a huge global icon who used to talk to
global leaders from Japan, Germany, Russia
and  discuss  strategies for Indian
Independence. But this global leader did not
have a death certificate. The death
certificate was for a Japanese soldier—
Ichiro Okura. Then what happened to
Netaji? Why was his family and home spied
on for 20 years after his death ?

In 1949, two years after India got its
independence Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
appointed Pratul Chandra Gupta to solve this
mystery. Guptaji had one goal to research on
the Indian National Army and their
contribution to the Indian freedom struggle.

m Jyotirmoy Das
Class IX

After 3 vyears, a 490
pages manuscript was
prepared. But this
manuscript was not even
published. But why? We
will probably never know
the answer to this
question. But we can get
some theories. Many
people  believed that
Netaji was alive in Russia
till 1985. Pandit Nehru's
sister Vijaylakshmi Pandit
was an Indian
ambassador to the Soviet
Union. One of the stories around her visits to
Russia goes like this. Locals say, in a public
meeting she started narrating an incident.
She said, "l came across a great person in
Russia, it would electrify India and the
happiness would be greater than what
people had experienced on 15 August 1947."
But before she could complete, Pandit
Nehru stopped her. Why didn't he let her
complete? Who was that person? That is a
question.

In 1955 and 1970 there has been two
investigations in India. But both commissions
concluded on similar lines that Netaji had
died in a plane crash in Taiwan. On the other
hand, the 1999 Mukherjee Commission
reported that it was impossible that Subhas
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Chandra Bose had died in a plane crash.
The one ground investigation revealed that
there was no record of a plane crash in
Taiwan in the year 1945. Then how there
were ashes of Subhas Chandra Bose at
Tokyo's Renko-ji temple. This mystery can
be solved by doing DNA testing on that
ashes. That can be proved if Netaji returned
to India or not. But nobody knows the truth.
When the central government declassified
several files which contained secret
information about Netaji but these files are
also incomplete and destroyed. But who did
these? How can 20,000 Britishers ruled over
3 crores Indians? This sounds impossible.
The truth is, the British had feared an Indian
uprising since 1857. A British General said,

"If each brown man were to take a handful
of sand and throw it on us, we should be
buried alive." Netaji had identified this fear
that the British had. If Netaji was alive and
he was in India, perhaps he would have
been India's Prime Minister because of this.
He had many enemies outside and inside
India. Some people believe that Netaji was
killed by other leaders of India at that time.
He was prepared to lead India forward. He
had thought of India's economic policies,
plans for industrialization, and a vision for
India. He was prepared for that. If he were
alive, India perhaps would be developed
many years ahead. But we forgot him
because of fake history and stories which
we read in our books. Netaji was the real
freedom fighter. «¢
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Did You Know
The Zombie Bug

We have seen several Hollywood
movies where zombies attack and take over
the world. To our relief, however, these
zombies are just a creation of the human
imagination. But, what will you do if you see a
zombie inreal life?

Scientists have found some real zombies
in nature. We all know that nature never
ceases to amaze us. Every now and then we
see several strange and extraordinary things
in nature that leave us amazed. The zombie
bug is such a creature, an insect to be precise,
which will leave you awestruck. These insects
are called zombie cicadas. They are infected
by a gruesome parasitic fungus
called Massospora, which contains chemicals
such as those found in hallucinogenic
mushrooms. This strange fungus eats away
the inside of the cicadas and grows inside the

m Binoy Bikash Gogoi

abdomen of the insect. Strange
enough, this deadly parasitic
fungus can turn its host insect into
zombies and make them do
everything it wants. The insect,
infected by this fungus is neither
alive nor dead. This fungus works
as a mind-controlling agent in
insects. Once an insect is infected,
the fungus, with the help of the host
insect infects more insects to
survive and grow. Once the fungus takes over
the body of a particular cicada, the cicada loses
its limbs, and parts of its body are eaten away
by the fungus making it look scary. This fungus
is harmless to humans. But zombie cicadas
are a real threat to other cicadas. After being
infected, the cicadas are instructed by the
fungus and hence they fly around and continue
to infect the other cicadas.

Not only cicadas, but certain species of
beetles also fall victim to this deadly fungus.
Just like the cicadas these beetles also fly to
other beetles, following the instructions of the
fungus, and keep on infecting other beetles
and helping the fungus to grow. This is really
interesting and scary at the same time, isn’t
it? Who knows, may be after a few decades
we will get to see human zombies also. Nature
is unpredictable anyways. <
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Stories from World Classics
Great Expectations

m Bhaktimala Saikia

(Continued from June smoke when, after
Issue, 2023) months of regular

After the incident, GREAT visits to Satis House,
some time passes. Pip Miss Havisham

EXPECTATIONS

learns reading and writing
at Mrs. Wopsle’s school.
At school, he befriends
Biddy, the granddaughter
of the teacher. One day,
Joe and Pip sit talking,
suddenly, Mrs. Joe bursts
in  with  Pumblechook.
Highly self-satisfied, they
reveal that Pumblechook
has arranged for Pip to go
play at the house of Miss
Havisham, a rich spinster
who lives nearby.

So, he is taken to Miss Havisham’s
manor Satis House. Miss Havisham is
extremely strange, she wears an old
wedding dress everywhere she goes and
keeps all the clocks in her house stopped at
the same time. During his visit, he meets a
beautiful young girl named Estella. She
treats Pip rudely and insults him for his low
social status.. Nevertheless, he falls in love
with her and dreams of becoming a wealthy
gentleman so that he might be worthy of
her. He even hopes that Miss Havisham
intends to make him a gentleman and marry
him to Estella, but his hopes are ended in

CHARLES
DICKENS

decides to help him
become a common
labourer in  her
family’s business.

Pip works in the
forge unhappily,
struggling to better
his education with
the help of Biddy.
While working in the
forge he encounters
Joe’s malicious day
labourer, Orlick. One
night, after an
argument with Orlick, Pip’s sister, Mrs. Joe,
is attacked and becomes a mute and invalid.
From her signals, Pip suspects that Orlick
was responsible for the attack.

Time passes by. One day a lawyer
named Jaggers appears with strange news.
A secret benefactor has given Pip a large
fortune, and Pip must come to London
immediately to begin his education as a
gentleman. Pip happily assumes that his
previous hopes have come true—that Miss
Havisham is his secret benefactor and that
the old woman intends for him to marry
Estella. s Contd...
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