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Did You Know
Kailash Temple

Kailash Temple is
located in the Ellora
Caves, which is a
UNESCO World
Heritage Site situated
around 30 kilometres
away from Aurangabad.
It is also known as the
Kailashnatha ~ Temple.
This is an ancient Hindu
temple dedicated to Lord
Shiva. It is one of the
most remarkable structures in the Ellora
Caves and is considered to be one of the
largest monolithic structures in the world,
i.e., it was carved out of a single rock. No
metal or wooden block or any extra rock
was added to it. Hence it is considered to be
an engineering marvel. The temple was
excavated out of a single piece of rock
measuring approximately 200 feet long, 100
feet wide, and 100 feet high. It is estimated
that around 400,000 tons of rock was
removed during the excavation process.

The temple was built in the 8th century
AD during the reign of the Rashtrakuta king
Krishna | and it took around 200 years to
complete. The temple complex consists of
several interconnected chambers,
courtyards, and halls, all of which are
adorned with intricate carvings and
sculptures. The carvings on the temple walls
are so intricate and detailed that they are
often compared to the finest embroidery

m Pallavi Dutta

work. It depicts various
scenes from Hindu
mythology and history.

The Kailash Temple
is considered to be a
masterpiece  of  Indian
rock-cut architecture and
is a testament to the skill
and craftsmanship  of
ancient Indian artisans.
The temple is a popular
tourist attraction and is
visited by thousands of people every year.

Another fascinating aspect of the
Kailash Temple is the use of the “lost wax”
technique in its construction. This technique
involved creating a wax model of the
desired sculpture, covering it in clay, and
then pouring molten metal into the clay
mould to create the final sculpture. This
technique allowed the artisans to create
incredibly detailed and intricate sculptures
that would have been impossible to achieve
using other methods.

In addition to its religious and historical
significance, the Kailash Temple is also
considered to be an important scientific and
astronomical monument. The temple’s
orientation and placement were carefully
calculated to align with the movement of the
stars and planets, indicating that ancient
Indian astronomers and mathematicians had
a deep understanding of the cosmos. <
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Stories from World Classics
Great Expectations

It is Christmas Eve,
and Pip’s sister forced him
to stir the pudding all the
evening. His sister, whom
Pip calls Mrs. Joe, thunders
about. She threatens Pip and
Joe with her cane and with
tar-water, which was terrible
in taste. Very early the next
morning, Pip sneaks down to
the pantry, where he steals
some brandy and a pork pie
for the convict. (He refills
the brandy bottle with tar
water.) He then sneaks to Joe’s workshop
from where he steals a file. Quietly, he goes
back into the marshes to meet the convict.

Unfortunately, he finds another convict
hiding in the marshes. This second convict
tries to hit Pip and run away. When Pip
finally meets the first convict, he finds him
suffering from cold. He is wet, and hungry
too. Pip is kind to the man, but the convict
becomes violent after hearing about the
second convict. It seems as though the
news troubles him greatly. As the convict
scrapes at his leg irons with the file, Pip
returns home quietly.

As he returns home, Pip is engulfed by
a sense of guilt for helping the convict. He
even expects to find a policeman waiting for
him at Joe’s house. When Pip slips into the
house, he finds no policemen, only Mrs. Joe
busy in the kitchen cooking Christmas

GREAT
EXPECTATIONS

CHARLES
DickENS Pip

m Bhaktimala Saikia

dinner. Pip eats breakfast
along with Joe. The two go to
church. Mrs. Joe despite
being religious, stays behind.

Uncle Pumblechook and
the church clerk, Mr Wopsle ,
Pip all are sitting at the table
for the Christmas dinner. Pip
is terrified that his sneaking
out of the house to help the
convict will be discovered.
nearly panics when
Pumblechook asks for the
brandy and finds the bottle
filled with tar-water. His panic increases
when, suddenly, many police officers burst
into the house with a pair of handcuffs.

Pip is sure that the policemen have
come to arrest him, but all they want is for
Joe to fix their handcuffs. The policemen tell
them that they are searching for two
escaped convicts. Pip and Joe agree to help
them

After a long search, the two convicts
are caught. Pip’s convict protects Pip by
claiming to have stolen the food and file
himself. The convict is taken away to a
prison ship. Pip’s believes that the convict is
away from his life forever.

Joe and Pip return home, and finish
their Christmas dinner.Pip continues to feel
guilty about the incident as he has not told
the whole truth to Joe.
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