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Did You Know
World's Only Floating Post Office

unique things in the world. One such unique
place in India is 'Nehru Park Floating Post
Office'. It is located in Srinagar in Kashmir.
It is the only floating post office in the
world. It sits elegantly on a huge houseboat
in the beautiful Dal Lake. This 200 years old
post office was started in the British era. It
is still active in delivering letters. It offers all

m Jyotirupa Das

the postal services like sale of stamps, speed
post, registered post etc. The postman
delivers the letters by travelling in a shikara.
Shikara is a type of wooden boat found on
Dal Lake and other water bodies of
Srinagar. It is used for multiple purposes
including transportation. The post office
houseboat has two small rooms. One room
is used as the office and the other as a small
philately museum. The small philately
museum carries the philatelic history of the
state postal department. This floating post
office is a popular tourist attraction.
Thousands of tourists from different parts of
the world come to visit this post office just
to send a postcard to their family and
friends. <

Spotted Lake

Spotted Lake is one of
the most magnificent
wonders of the world. This
small lake is located in the
northwest of QOsoyoos in
British Colombia's Okanagan
valley. It covers an area of
approximately 15 hectares with a maximum
depth of around 3 metres. This lake is rich
in a variety of minerals including calcium,
sodium sulphates and magnesium sulphates.
In winter and spring it looks like any other
water body. But in summer when the water
starts to evaporate, it leaves behind
concentration of the minerals that form

spots across the lake.
Hundreds of large yellow,
green and blue spots
appear on the lake during
the summer. The various
colours depend on the
concentration minerals in

each pool.

The Spotted Lake is a closed body of
water with no outflow or inflow from other
water bodies. It is the most mineralized lake
in the world. It has been considered as a

sacred place for centuries by the
indigeneous people of the Okanagan vally. It
is also a protected cultural heritage site of
the Okanagan people. <
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Stories from World Classics
Great Expectations

m Bhaktimala Saikia

About the Author : Charles John Huffam Dickens popularly known as Charles
Dickens was an English writer and social critic. He lived from 1812 to 1870. He
created some of the world’s best-known fictional characters. Many believe that he
is the greatest novelist of his era. His works were quite popular during his lifetime,
and he was recognized as a literary genius. His novels and short stories are still
read by many. A Christmas Carol, Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, and A Tale of
Two Cities etc. are his most famous works.

Even though he did not have a formal education, he wrote many different
kinds of works.

Great Expectations was published in 1861 and was one of Charles’ most
famous books. It is the story of Pip, a young orphan who grows up and learns
about the world.

Main Characters : Pip: an orphan and the protagonist; Miss Havisham: a wealthy
spinster; Estella: Miss Havisham’ adopted daughter; Magwitch: the convict who
escaped from a ship; Mrs Jaggers: prominent London lawyer; Compeyson: another
convict; John Wemmick: Jagger’s clerk; Mrs Joe Gargery: Pip’s hot tempered adult
sister; Joe Gargery: Pip’s brother in law and his first father figure; Mathew Pocket:
Miss Havisham’s cousin; Arthur Havisham: younger half brother of Miss
Havisham; Mr Pumblechook: Joe’s uncle and corn merchant; Orlick: blacksmith;

As an infant, Philip Pirrip gravestones and grabs Pip. This

was unable to pronounce either CHARLES escaped convict questions Pip

DICKENS

harshly and demands that Pip
brings him food and a file with
which he can remove his leg

his first name or his last; so he
called himself “Pip”. Now Pip, a
young boy, is an orphan living in
his sister’s house in the marsh Wit ade irons.
country in southeast England. = Out of fear Pip runs to the
One evening, Pip sits in the g’zaa}f house where he lives with his
isolated village churchyard, gxflﬁﬂfafiom dominating sister and her kind|
staring at his parents’ husband, the blacksmith Joe
tombstones. Suddenly, a horrific man, Gargery. The boy stores some bread and
growling, dressed in rags, and with hisleg in  butter in one leg of his pants, but he is
chains, springs out from behind the unable to get away quickly. <
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