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Did You Know ?
The Underwater Waterfall

You all have seen
waterfalls, right? But, how
many of you have seen or
heard about an underwater
waterfall? Well, there is one
such waterfall at Mauritius in
the Indian Ocean. When
viewed from above you will
get the fascinating view of the
waterfall. However, it’s not an actual
waterfall. Rather, it’s an illusion created by

m Binoy Bikash Gogoi

the trails of sand on the sea
floor being dragged away by
the water. When the water
flows between the openings in
the reefs it carries sand with it
and the runoff sand and the silt
deposits create the impression
of an underground waterfall.
Satellite views are even more
interesting. It gives an illusion of an
underwater vortex. <

Mawphlang Sacred Forest

Meghalaya is a
very mysterious place
full of different
wonders  of  nature.
Apart from the caves,
and the waterfalls,
Meghalaya is full of
numerous sacred forests. These natural
forests are rich in biodiversity and a variety
of flora and fauna. There are around 125
sacred forests spread throughout this hilly
state. Among those forests, Mawphlang
sacred forest is the most famous one. Well,
it is the most famous as it is the only sacred
forest that is available for tourists. One
interesting fact about this forest is that you
are not allowed to bring anything out of the
forest. Plucking of twigs, fruits, flowers, or
even a dead leaf is strictly prohibited.
According to the beliefs of the Khasi people,
the forest is protected by a deity known as

‘Labasa.” The local people
always guard the forest.
They believe that if anyone
takes out anything from the
forest then bad things
happen to that person.

Mawphlang sacred
forest is spread across 78 hectares of land.
The forest is full of different types of
shrubs, ferns, moss, and many other plants.
The ground of the forest is covered with
thick humus. There are almost 450 species
of plants in this sacred forest. Some plants
are believed to have medicinal properties.

The best time to visit Mawphlang is
from September to October. However
remember not to pluck or pick up anything,
not just to respect the local beliefs, but more
importantly to maintain the biodiversity of
the forest. «»
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Stories from World Classics

The Merchant of Venice

(Continued from December Issue, 2022)

In the court, the Duke sends out for the
doctor named Balthasar who is recommended
by Ballerio. Balthasar is supposed to judge the
case, in place of Ballerio, along with the
Duke.Balthasar soon enters
the courtroom but is none
other than Portia who has
disguised herself to help
Antonio.

Soon the hearing of the
case begins. Balthasar asks
Antonio if the bond between
them is a legal and valid one.
Antonio responds
affirmatively. Balthasar tries
to convince Shylock to
choose the path of
forgiveness and shows him
the benefits of forgiving
someone. However,
Shylock adamantly ignores
his persuasion. Thus,
Balthasar comes to the
conclusion and states that
Shylock is entitled to take a pound of flesh of
Antonio from his chest portion according to
the bond. But Balthasar also states that Shylock
has to pay a doctor to tend to Antonio’s
treatment.

Shylock immediately shows his
disagreement to Balthasar’s statement and
provides a scale to measure the skin that he is
to take off from Antonio. When Shylock
proceeds to get the end result of their bond,
Balthasar stops him and warns him not to draw
out even a single drop of Antonio’s blood with

3
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his flesh as it is not stated in their bond. If he
fails and draws out blood then the State of
Venice will take away everything that belongs
to him. Hearing this, Shylock realizes that he
has lost the case because it is impossible to
cut a pound of flesh
without draining out blood.

After realizing his
loss, Shylock tries to get
the money that Ballerio
offered him. But
Balthasar disapproves this
request and tells him that
the only thing he can get is
Antonio’s pound of flesh.
This unsettles Shylock and
leaves him defeated.
Furthermore, Balthasar
explains to Shylock that
according to the Venetian
law, if an outsider tries to
threaten a citizen’s life, half
of his property is to be
given to the citizen and the
other half to the state. But the Duke pardons
Shylock against which he wants to be killed
instead. At the end, Antonio too forgives him
and requests the Duke to let him keep half of
his property and the other half to be taken care
of as an inheritance for Jessica and Lorenzo.
Antonio puts forward another condition that
Shylock must convert to Christianity and give
everything to Lorenzo when he dies. After
everything is settled, Antonio expresses his
gratitude to the Duke and the other people
involved in his fight. «
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