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Did You Know ?
The country without a capital

Every country has a capital. Some
countries have two or three capitals. In sharp
contrast, there is also a country with no
capital city. That is Nauru, the pleasant
island. It is world's third smallest island
nation that has no official capital. It is
located in Micronesia, the north-eastern part
of Australia. With a population of
approximately 10,000 Nauru spans through
only 21 square Kilometres. There are only 14
districts in it. It is smaller than all other
countries except Vatican City and Monaco.
Forget about having a capital city, Nauru
does not even have a city. Now the question
is how administration works in this country
without a capital. Well, Nauru has a
government of its own. All the government

m Jyotirupa Das

offices and the Parliament Houses are in a
district called Yaren. Yaren is also the home
of Nauru International Airport. Surprisingly,
Nauru is so small that the airport's run away
stretches across the entire island. This small
island has no railways nor any public
transporation system. It has no armed forces.
Australia is responsible for its defence.
Although its official language is Nauruan,
people here also speak English. <+

Can elephants swim ?

Amazingly, elephants are very strong
natural swimmers. Their legs are so
powerful that they can swim continuously
for as long as six hours at a time. Their huge
massive body give them much needed
buoyancy (The upward force exerted by
water) which enables them to float
effortlessly. They often cross large water
bodies in groups in search of food and
shelter. They swim submerged with their
head above water and mouth below, paddling
through using all four legs. They keep their
powerful trunk raised above the water and
use it as a sort of snorkel. Hence they are
able to breathe even when the rest of the

body stays in the water. It means it almost
never drowns. In fact, elephants are fare in
water rather than on land. They often swim
together and splash one another with their
limbs and trunks for pure enjoyment. «
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Stories from World Classics

The Merchant of Venice

m Priom Saikia

twice the amount that
Antonio owes to him. But
that is an unsuccessful
attempt as Shylock states
that he won’t even receive
six times that amount.

Shylock tries to show
that he has done nothing
wrong and demands justice.
He comments that the
Venetians have purchased
slaves, dogs and mules and
as such these creatures
belong to their owners.
Similarly, Antonio’s pound
of flesh belongs to Shylock
as he has purchased it.

An announcement has
been made by the Duke where he has called
a wise lawyer named Bellario to judge the
case. A messenger has come carrying
Bellario’s letter and Salerio goes to get him
and present the letter in the court. The
messenger is Nerissa who has disguised
herself as the lawyer’s clerk and presents

(Continued from November
Issue, 2022)

When the news of
Antonio’s ships, which are
lost in the sea, reaches
Bassanio, he immediately
leaves Belmont to help out
his friend in need. In Venice,
Antonio’s trial is opened
where the Duke pities his
situation as Shylock is an
‘inhuman wretch incapable
of pity’. The Duke tries his
best to persuade Shylock to
be merciful to Antonio, but
Shylock is adamant to take
his revenge. Antonio
displays that he is prepared
to suffer Shylock’s rage with quiet dignity.

As Shylock is summoned to the court,
the Duke shares his belief that Shylock only
means to terrify Antonio and will show
mercy and forgive his debt at the end.
However, his belief is shattered as soon as
Shylock demands his ‘bond’ and get him a
pound of Antonio’s flesh. He makes his .
intention clear and if the Duke fails to offer  Bellario’s letter to the Duke. _
justice then the entire justice system of The Duke reports that Ballerio cannot
Venice will be mocked. Also, Shylock come to the court, hence, he has

refuses to explain the reason behind his cruel ~ fecommended that the court hears the
act. opinion of a young and learned lawyer

In the gathered crowd, there is named Balthazar who has studied the case
Bassanio who also tries to convince Shylock ~ With Ballerio and knows his opinion. Soon
but Antonio interrupts as he knows that this ~ the young lawyer enters the courtroom but it
is a futile attempt and no success will be s none other than Portia who has disguised
gained. However, Bassanio doesn’t lose hope  herself as Balthazar. <
and offers Shylock 6000 ducats which is (Continued...)
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