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Did You Know ?
No Man’s Land

Off Estonia’s coast,
there isa little island
named Kihnu, where you
won’t find any man most
of the time of the year.
This tiny island is home to
one of the world’s last
matriarchal societies. Women are in charge
of this community and have been running
the show for centuries. The men of Kihnu,
go out to sea for fishing for months at a time
and the women run the island in their
absence and act as guardians of its
traditions and culture.

In Kihnu, folk traditions are part of
everyday life and are of the utmost
significance to the community. Music is an

m Binoy B Gogoi

especially important part of
the island’s traditions, and
accompanies handicrafts,
religious feasts and other
celebrations. Children are
taught how to play traditional
musical  instruments  at
school as well as Kihnu’s dialect.

Kihnu is famous for its handicrafts and
distinctive traditional clothing, which is still
commonly worn today. Women play a key
role in preserving this culture. Women from
all walks of life proudly wear the traditional
Kihnu dress. People often gather at the
community centre, which is also the island’s
museum, to dance and sing traditional

songs. <

Sea Angel

All of you have heard about
angels; but have you ever heard
of sea angels? Well, unlike other
angels who have human-like
figures with wings, the sea angels
are actually slugs. They are a
large group of extremely small,
sea slugs.The rhythmic flapping of its wings
propels the sea angel through the open
ocean and gives it the appearance of flying.
Though it looks like an angel, it’s really a
prowling predator. Sea angels have a
transparent body and are very small with the
largest species reaching 5 cm only;
however, those found in warmer waters are

far smaller. Some species of sea
angels feed exclusively on sea
butterflies. The angels have
terminal mouths with the radula
common to mollusks, and tentacles
to grasp their prey. They can swim
twice as fast as their prey, the sea
butterfly. When the sea angel comes in
contact with a prey item, it pushes out
finger-like tentacles from its head that grab
onto the prey. The sea angel then uses
hook-like appendages to pull the prey out of
its shell and into its gut. The whole process
can take from 2 to 45 minutes. %
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Stories from World Classics

The Merchant of Venice

(Continued from August Issue, 2022)

As mentioned in the will of Portia’s
father, the one who selects the chest which
contains her portrait will be her suitor. As
such, the Prince of Morocco arrives at
Belmont to win her hand at marriage. The
Prince asks Portia not to judge him by his
dark  complexion. He
assures her that he is a
valorous and brave man.
However, Portia reminds
him that her opinion doesn’t
count as the will states that
the one who selects the
correct chest will be the
eligible suitor.The Prince
asks her to lead him to the
chest of drawers where he
can prove himself to be a
worthy suitor. While leading
him, Portia reminds him that if he fails to
guess, he must remain unmarried forever.
The Prince accepts this condition and
progresses in his venture.

Simultaneously, Launcelot Gobbo,
who is a servant of Sherlock (the Jewish
money lender), is in a constant struggle to
decide whether or not he should run away
from his master. Launcelot has no specific
complaints against his master except the

THE
MERCHANT
OF VENICE

WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE

m Priom Saikia

fact that he is a Jewish, which he believes to
be “a kind of devil’.

When Gobbo is determined to leave,
his father Old Gobbo arrives at the scene.
As the old man is blind, he is unable to
recognize his son, and therefore, he asks
him how to find Sherlock’s house where he
hopes to find young
Launcelot. Taking advantage
of the situation, he decides
to play a prank on him and
gives the old man confusing
directions as well as informs
him that young Launcelot is
dead.When  Gobbo s
devastated with the news
and mourns the death of his
son, young Launcelot reveals
his identity.

When  Gobbo s
convinced that he is his ‘own
flesh and blood’, he asks his
son how he is doing. Launcelot reveals that
he has decided to work for Bassanio
before he is entirely corrupted by
Sherlock’s influence. He believes that if he
serves a Jewish, he himself will be a Jewish.
When Launcelot and Gobbo meet
Bassanio, they plead him to employ
Launcelot so that he can escape Sherlock’s
service. <

?

(to be contd.)
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