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Rainbow to
darkness

m Kasturi Bharali
Class XII (Arts)

I lie on my bed,

Looking at the colourful painting.
The light colour of the wall
Seems so bright,

It gives a rainbow vibe
But suddenly,

The colours fade away,
The rainbow

Takes the colour back.

It is only darkness,

And nothing else. <
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Stories from World Classics

The Merchant of Venice

(Continued from September
Issue, 2022)

Launcelot, as decided, is
ready to leave Shylock.
Jessica, who is Shylock’s
daughter, bids farewell to him.
But there is a sense of sadness
while bidding him farewell as
his presence made her life
more bearable with her father.
Jessica writes a letter to
Lorenzo, Bassanio’s friend,
and asks Launcelot to hand
over the letter to him. Jessica is left with her
sadness and a sense of guilt as she feels
ashamed of her father and considers herself
to be only his daughter by blood and not by
actions. She plans to escape by marrying
Lorenzo.

Simultaneously, on a street in Venice,
Lorenzo, Salarino, Solanio, and Gratiano try
to make a plan to unite Lorenzo and Jessica.
During the conversation, Launcelot makes
an entry and hands over the letter written by
Jessica. Lorenzo asks Launcelot to return to
Shylock’s house to assure Jessica that he
will not let her down. The plan that they
devised was to make Jessica escape from
Shylock’s house by disguising herself as
Lorenzo’s torchbearer.

In another scene, Salarino and Solanio
discuss the rumour that one of Antonio’s
ships has been wrecked. Then appears
Shylock, who accuses them of helping
Jessica to elope. On a serious note, Salarino

m Priom Saikia

asks Shylock regarding the
rumour of Antonio’s lost ship.
To this, Shylock responds that
Antonio will soon be bankrupt
and swears to collect his
bond.

Hearing this, Salarino
has a doubt on Shylock’s
resolve wondering what he
will do with Antonio’s pound
of flesh. But Shylock makes it
clear that his flesh will at least
feed his revenge revealing his
sick mentality. Shylock reveals that once
Antonio has mistreated him just because he
is a Jew and this has created immense
hatred and anger for Antonio. This hatred
led him to devise a plan and take revenge on
Antonio. Shylock is determined to apply the
lesson of hatred and revenge that Christian
intolerance has taught him.

When Tubal, Shylock’s friend and a
Jew, informs Shylock that his ring is taken
by his daughter, it made him furious. Shylock
is so angry because of her actions that he
wishes her to be dead. He is really upset
about the ring as it is given to him in his
bachelor days by a woman named Leah,
who is presumably Jessica’s mother.
However, very soon,Shylock feels ecstatic
when he hears the news that Antonio’s ship
has run into trouble and that Antonio’s
creditors are certain that Antonio is ruined.
This makes Shylock relieved that he will get
the opportunity to take his revenge soon. <
(Contd.)
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Did You Know ?

m Jyotirekha Kalita

The River of Five Colours : The Cano
Cristales river is located in La Macarena,
Colombia. This beautiful river is also known as
‘The Rainbow River', or 'Liquid Rainbow'. The
river looks wonderful with amazing colours like
bright yellow, green, blue, black and red shades.
The colours appear to be flowing down the river
depending on the light, weather and water
conditions. For most of the year, Cano Cristales
resembles with any other river. However, for a

brief period of time, every year the most amazing transformation occurs. From July to
September, when the river water levels are low enough, a specific plant called Macarenia
clavigera causes the effect. The water turns red as soon as the sunlight falls on the plant
found at the bottom of the river. The other colours come from black rocks, green algae,
yellow sand etc. The best time to visit this river is when the sun is bright and shiny so that
the plant can reflect its different colours. For this mesmerizing sight, it is considered to be
one of the South American country's most spectacular natural wonders. <

The Monolythic Rock Bridge : You
must know about the Namdang stone
Bridge, which is located a few kilometres
away from Sivasagar town in Assam. The
bridge was built entirely of stone. But did
you know that this historic bridge was cut
out from a single piece of rock? The
monolith on which the birdge was built was
hundred vyears old. The bridge was

constructed on the basis of the Arch bridge
style in 1703. It was constructed by a
craftman brought from Bengal during the

I, S WSS,

reign of Ahom king Rudra Singha. The Rock
for the bridge was quarried from a place
called Silakuti nearby Naga hills. It is 60
metres long, 6.5 metres wide and 1.7 metres
high. It runs over Namdang, a tributory of
the Dikhou river. The shape of the bridge is
curved. During the time of Ahom Kkings,
cement was not in use for construction. A
paste of Bora rice, duck eggs, black lentils
and lime was used to make the bridge.
During its three hundred years of life, it has
witnessed many natural calamities. But the
bridge is proudly standing, defying all the
challanges that came in its way. This aspect
shows the strength of the bridge despite the
fact that it was built entirely on human
resources without any modern day
technology. This Rock bridge is definitely
one of the greatest architectural
achievements of the Ahom dynasty. <
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