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Did You

Know ?

Slope Point

Slope Point is a surprising landscape
located in the extreme south of New
Zealand at 4,803 km from the South Pole. In
this area trees grow almost horizontally! The
reasons behind this unusual horizontal
growth of the trees in this place are the
hostile weather conditions. Strong rains beat
down the area and violent winds that blow in
from the Pacific Ocean sweep across the
plains throughout the year. In order to adjust
themselves to the movement of the gusts the
trees end up twisting their trunks. This
extremely isolated place is used for sheep
farming with no nearby houses. It is

m Dolly Choudhury

populated by only a few shepherds. There is
in fact no road to Slope Point. It can be
reached by 30 minutes walk from the
nearby road. <

Mirror butterfly : Greta Oto

Butterflies are very beautiful with
attractive and pretty patterns on their wings.
These patterns work as camouflage from
predators. But Greta Oto, the 'glasswing
butterfly' uses its extraordinary appearance
of having two mirror wings as a way of
survival. This species is found throughout an
area covering Central and South America.
The wings of this species of butterfly
appear invisible with the exception of black
veins and reddish-brown borders. The
microstructures of the wings are arranged in
such a way that there are low absorption
and reflection of light. The light simply goes
through them. Greta Oto has one more
interesting feature, after consuming nectar
from plants that contain toxic alkaloids, it

-

i

stores those toxins in its body making itself
toxic to predators such as birds. Despite its
enchanting appearance, this butterfly is a
'flying poison' to its predators. <
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Stories from World Classics
Silas Marner : The Weaver of Raveloe

(Continued from April Issue, 2022)
Silas continues his life in Raveloe for
the next fifteen years as a recluse. He
replaces interaction with the village folks
with his hard earned money. Counting his
gold coins gives him peace
and contentment. He was
leading a quiet life when an
unfortunate turn of events
turns his life upside down.
The village Squire, a
widower, has two sons. The
elder son Godfrey, although,
not a very bad fellow,
somehow falls into a trap and
gets secretly married to an
unworthy woman. He soon
regrets it because she is an
opium addict. He is afraid
that his father may discover this and
disinherit him. Dunstan, the younger son of
the Squire, takes advantage of this secret
and never fails to blackmail his elder brother.
Dunstan is a scheming and cruel
person. Utterly lazy, he can go to any length
to manipulate situations to his benefit. He
threatens Godfrey that he would reveal his
secret marriage to their father and demands
money. Godfrey even collects rent from the
Squire's tenants without the latter's
knowledge to meet his brother's demand.
Dunstan's manipulative nature succeeds in
convincing his brother to sell his favourite
horse Wildfire. Godfrey reluctantly agrees
and lets Dunstan sell the horse on his behalf.

m Pallavi Dutta

Thus, early in the morning Dunstan
takes the horse to the hunt where he is
supposed to meet the buyers. On his way he
comes across Silas' cottage and for once he
thinks of borrowing money from the weaver
but his evil nature gets his better
off and he decides to sell the
horse in order to vex his brother.
At the hunt, a man named Bryce
readily agrees to buy the horse if
it is taken to his stable at
Batherley safe and sound. But
instead of handing over Wildfire
to Bryce, Dunstan foolishly
participate in the hunt to earn
some extra money and
accidentally kills the horse while
jumping over a fence. Realising
that no one has seen him fall, he
leaves the dead horse behind and sets out
towards Raveloe on foot all the time
desperately thinking of a way of returning
the money he would have received by selling
the horse to Godfrey.

As he nears Raveloe, it is already dark
and misty. Once again he passes by Silas'
cottage near the Stone Pit and the possibility
of procuring the weaver's money keeps on
growing in his mind so much that now he
does not mind breaking the news of
Wildfire's death to Godfrey. So he decides to
stop by Marner's cottage. His eyes catches
certain gleams of light that he presumes to
have proceeded from the latter's cottage and
he walks towards it. <
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| Will Rise Again

m Madhusmita Doley
Class X

Bloosoms of the tree

screaming of birds

The words want to say the hills
I'm with the shadow of earth
It's hard to explain

What is the destiny of life?

I'm crying

How can | accept the defeat of loss?
Oh God! I'm not a stranger

To solve every mystery of God!

Ugly! I'm not ugly
Pretty! I'm not so pretty
Beauty! What is beauty?
Meaningless soul...!
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Save me! Save me!

From the bully of brutality
Dead and Gone

Out of my control.

Whose the king!
Whose the boss!

I can do that things
You can't thought.

No no I'm not only
Born dead
I can relieve myself again! «
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ZIiro

m Nimisha Kalita
Class X

SRR Wl G SRR

Ziro is a town and the district
headquarters of the lower Subansiri district
of Arunachal Pradesh. If you are in Ziro, a
visit to an Apatani tribal home is a must.
The Apatanis are one of the most advanced
and intriguing of Arunachal's tribal people.
The fertility totems are a regular site with

the long rows of houses found in Apatani
villages. Living in perfect harmony with
nature, for every tree that fell, five fresh
saplings are planted by them. Both men and
women of the community tattoo
themselves. The women wear great nose
plugs made of bamboo and tattoo on the
face. This strange practise was initiated to
disfigure them as a protective measure
against the marauding Nyishi tribals who
found them very beautiful. It has now been
banned.

The 'Ziro Music' festival is widely
known to be one of the greatest outdoor
festivals in India. It is also a wonderful
opportunity to showcase the musical talent
of the amazing artists of North East India
besides promoting tourism in the state. <
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