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Did You Know ?
Losoong Festival

Losoong festival is
observed with a view to
celebrate the Sikkimese
New year. It is celebrated
across the state of Sikkim
every year. Losoong is

m Jita Gogoi

play music
traditional instruments
and dance  wearing
elaborate  masks and
traditional attire. The
Cham Dance symbolizes
an offering to the Gods.

using

recognized as the Annual
Harvest Festival of the Sikkimese.

It is
celebrated at the end of the year during
December. This is the time that marks the
end of the harvesting season of the year. The
farmers have worked hard and now they
spend a few days of leisure and merry-
making. The major attraction of Losoong in

Sikkim is the Cham Dance, which is
colourful and lively. It is a major part of
Tibetan festivals and Buddhist festivals,
performed only by monks. These holy men

The dance not only reflects the festive mood
but also welcomes the new harvest season.
Losoong Festival in Sikkim is incomplete
without special delicacies of the respective
region. Monasteries and homes are seen
decorated with colourful flags as well as
festoons. The occasion is also celebrated by
traditional  archery  competition.  The
Losoong festival in Sikkim is an important
festival and tourists from all over the world
visit Sikkim to be a part of this sacred
festival. <

The Valley of Flowers

The Valley of
Flowers is located in the
West Himalayan state of
Uttarakhand. The Valley
has been declared as a
National Park because
of the beautiful

meadows of alpine flowers and the varieties

of flora that is found here. Along with Nanda
Devi Temple Complex, this valley was
declared as a UNESCO world heritage site
in 1988. This valley is also home to rare and
endangered animals like the Asiatic black
bear, musk deer, red fox, snow leopard, etc.

" Several birds make the Valley
of Flowers their nesting place.
Prominent amongst them are
Himalayan Monal Pheasant
and other birds that thrive in
high altitude areas. British
mountaineer Edmund Smyth,
who was travelling all over the Himalayas in
1931 brought the valley to the public notice.
Since 1983 the Government has also banned
the grazing of animals in this area. It is also
open to the public only during the summers,
i.e. June to October. <
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Stories from World Classics
Oliver Twist

(Continued  from

2022)

Rose was trying to do the
best with the information she had
received from Nancy. But she
could not decide anything.
Suddenly, Oliver rushed to her
and told that he had seen Mr
Brownlow. He also told that he
wanted to meet Brownlow immediately. Rose
took him to Brownlow's house. Brownlow
was very happy to meet Oliver again. Rose
told him the story of Oliver as described by
Nancy. They decided to meet Nancy to find
out Monks. They also decided to tell
everything about Oliver to Mrs Maylie and
Dr Lasberne.

Rose and Brownlow met Nancy on the
London Bridge. But Fagin became
suspicious of Nancy. He sent Noah Claypole
to spy on Nancy. Nancy told Rose and
Brownlow where they could find Monks.
Noah, who was hiding nearby, overheard the
conversation. He ran to Fagin and Sikes to
tell about it. Sikes was furious when he
came to know about Nancy's doing. He
killed Nancy brutally with a heavy stick.
After that Sikes walked on without any
destination.

Mr Brownlow with the help of two
other men took Monks to his house. He
warned Monks not to try to leave the place.
If Monks tried to escape, Brownlow would
call the police. Monks was afraid of the

February

m Jyotirupa Das

words of Brownlow. Monks was
the son of Brownlow's friend
Edwin Leeford. Brownlow knew
everything about Monks' family.
He told Monks what happened
in the past. Edwin Leeford was
not happy with his wife.
Eventually they were separated.
Their son Monks started to live
with his mother after the separation. After
that Edwin fell in love with Agnes and
wanted to marry her. But unfortunately he
died suddenly. His beloved Agnes also died
after giving birth to Oliver in a workhouse.
Edwin left a will giving half of his property
to Oliver. But Edwin's first wife destroyed
the will. She did it so that all the property
would go to Monks. Brownlow also accused
of Monks of throwing away Oliver's identity
proof. He told Monks that after meeting
Oliver Brownlow went to West Indies to look
for Monks. But Monks was in London.
Brownlow convinced Monks to the fact that
he knew everything what Monks had done
with his half brother Oliver. Monks finally
admitted all his misdeeds. He also agreed to
give Oliver his part of his father's estate.

Happy days returned to Oliver. He was
adopted by Mr Brownlow. Monks involved
in crime again and he was imprisoned.
Oliver, Mr Brownlow and the Maylies
started living happily in the English
countryside. <
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