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Did You Know ?

The waterfall that flows upwards

!

Almost al of us have seen waterfalls.
But have you ever seen a waterfall that
flows upwards? Believe it or not, there is a
reverse waterfall in our own India. This

strange waterfall is located at Naneghat
near Mumbai.

m Binoy Bikash Gogoi

Naneghat is a place, located in the
Western Ghats of Maharashtra. It is a
mountain, from where a waterfall flows in
the reverse direction. Instead of falling
downwards the water flows in upward
direction. How is this possible? well, the
cause is the wind. The strong force of the
wind in that area  pushes the water
upwards.

Naneghat is popular among serious
trekkers. People aso go there to see the
ancient caves and rock-cut pots belonging to
the ancient times. However, if you want to
witness the strange reverse waterfal, then
you will have to visit Naneghat during
monsoon, as this strange occurence takes
place only when the amount of water is

good enough. <

Door to Hdll

How long a fire can keep on burning?
What do you think? Two days? Three? Or
may be a week! You will be surprised to
know that there is a fire that has been
burning for more than 50 years. The place,
where the fire is still burning is popularly
known as 'Door to Hell' or 'Gates of Hell'.
Thisis actualy a natural gas field collapsed
into a cavern. This place is located in
Darvaza, Turkmenistan.

The Darvaza gas crater or Door to
Hell was discovered in 1971. It is believed
that Soviet geologists intentionally set it on
fire to prevent the spread of methane gas
and it has been burning since then.
However, accurate record of how the crater

got ignited is not known to anyone. The gas
crater has an area of 5,350 n. Its diameter
is 69 m and its depth is 30m.

The name 'Door to Hell' was given to
this place by the locals because of the fire,
boiling mud and orange flames in the crater.
'Door to Hel' is now a popular tourist
destination. People from around the world
visit this place to see this wonderful creation
of nature. «¢
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Sories from World Classics

Slas Marner : The Weave of Raveoe
m Pallavi Dutta

About the author : George Eliot is the pen name of Mary Ann Evans, an important English
novelist. She was one of the leading female writers of her time. Besides Slas Marner, she
is best remembered for other novels like Adam Bede, The Mill on the Floss, Ramola, etc.

Central characters of the novel : Silar Marner : the protagonist of the novel, a lower
class weaver who is wronged by others; Eppie : Godfrey Cass and Molly Farrens'
daughter, adopted by Slas Marner; Dolly Winthrop : the wheelwright's wife who helps
Slas in taking care of Eppie, also Eppie’s future mother-in-law; Godfrey Cass : Younger
brother of Godfrey; Mally Farren : Godfrey's dead wife, Eppie’'s mother; Nancy Lammeter

: Godfrey's second wife; Squire Cass : the wealthiest man in Raveloe.

Silas Marner is a
simple and religious man. \:‘H )
He is a weaver by L)
profession. He suffered
from bouts of uncon-
sciousness. This made
people think that he had
divine grace because he
had once cured a woman
named Saly  Oates.
Actually, Silas acquired
knowledge about the
medicinal properties  of
herbs from his mother. It
had nothing to do with his
fits of unconsciousness.

Silas belonged to a religious minority.
Once he was in charge of looking after a
sick priest. Unfortunately, the priest died
while in his care. The church members
declared Silas guilty. The same day he was
aso falsely accused of stealing a bag of
money belonging to the church. Two pieces
of evidence proved him guily-Silas knife
was found at the site of the crime and the
bag with the stolen money was found in his
room. However, Silas knew that his friend

William Dane had framed him
but he kept quiet. Shortly after
this accusation, Sarah, who
was engaged to Silas, married
William. Thus heartbroken,
Silas lost faith in God and in
people in general. He left his
home town Lantern Yard for
the countryside of Raveloe.
Once in Ravelog, life is
not the same for him. There
Silas lives in a stone cottage
at the outskirts of the village.
He becomes the centre of
% curiosity for the villagers,
more so for the boys who left no chance to
peep in at the window of the stone cottage.
The unfamiliar sound of his weaving loom
and his sudden arrival at the village is a
matter of suspense for the villagers. Silas
remains aloof and does not socialise with the
locals except for professional reasons and to
supply him with necessities. The village
folks' experience of Sila's bouts of trance
adds to the mystery surrounding him. <
Contd.
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The night !

m Kasturi Bharali
Class XI (Arts)
Are you busy?
Oh come on! Look at the...
The night was pressing blackly
The dim lights in the hill,
Let's have some chill?
It's beautiful! Keep your work aside.
Your soul is alone. Give it time...
Look at the...
There goes the stars, slowly,
Sparkling in the wind.
Which touching your life.
Don't be so hardworking!
Talk to your heart.
Look at the...
Birds flew away.
In the night, searching for the nest.
It's the beautiful night
Drawing dreams in our face.
The raindrops fall,
You are shivering in cold,
Take the cup, it's warm,
The hot tea making you moody,
Don't you remember what | told?
Give time to the soul.
Look at...
Your beautiful goal. <
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The Haunting of Hill House :
When Ghost Disguises as Emotions

| am fond of watching horror shows.
Recently | watched a series named 'The
Haunting of Hill House' released in 2018
and directed by Mike Flanagan based on the
book of the same name by Shirley Jackson.
The series is divided into 10 episodes.

When | first heard its name, | thought
it was nothing extraordinary than a haunted
house and its scary stories but | was proved
to be wrong. It wasn't a random horror
story. It was more than some jump scares,
creepy looking ghosts and a haunted house.
It started with a thriller concept and ended
up with so many emotions which were far
beyond my expectations.

The main story started when one night
Hugh Crain escaped from the 'Hill House
with his five kids without his wife Olivia
Later she was found dead in the house but
Hugh never spoke a single word related to
that night. Another tragedy occurred when
Nell was found dead in that very house after

m Sanyukta Kakati
Class X

many years since they moved
from there.

Thething | love about this
show the most is how each
Crain kid represented various
stages of grief.

Steve, the eldest,
represented denial. He never
believed in the harsh reality. He
thought his whole family had a
disease of imagining things that
never existed. He wrote a book
based on his family's horrific experiences to
make money but never believed a single
word of his own book. He even denied the
fact that their childhood house was haunted.

Shirley, the second  daughter,
represented anger. She got mad when things
didn't go according to her plan. She was
escaping from the mistakes she had made
and thought she was a perfectionist although
she never was.

Theo, the third daughter, represented
bargaining. She was very sensitive and had
the ability to feel things and even people
with a single touch. Though she hated it, she
dealt with it by helping troubled children
from which she found peace.

The youngest son, Luke, represented
depression and was scared by Hill House
the most. The horrific experiences with the
floating man, the scary monster in the
basement in his childhood disturbed him
even when he grew older. He took drugs to
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cope with it which was a very wrong
decision for him.

Nell, the twin sister of Luke, was the
most meaningful character in the story.
From her childhood, she was terrified of the
'‘Bent Neck Lady' but in the last night of her
life, everything became clear to Nell. The
true identity of the '‘Bent Neck Lady' was
the greatest twist ever. Sometimes we are
afraid of our own life. We are afraid to face
the facts life has emerged upon us but we
must learn how to accept them. The theory
of the 'Bent Neck Lady' symbolises the
same. Nell represented acceptance in the
series who finally accepted everyone and
everything happened to her.

The main culprit in the whole story was
the Hill House itself. That house
manipulated people and made them terrified
of the future, forced them to death so they
would be stuck in there like ghosts forever.
Poor Olivia was just a victim of it. She
started thinking that keeping her children
inside the house was the only way of
keeping them safe. She believed that dying
was the only way of truly waking up. So,
that night she decided to kill her own
children. But Hugh knew that their children
could never achieve anything if they lived
even for thousands of years in Hill House
and that wasn't the purpose of life. Olivia
was out of control at that time. So, he
escaped with the kids for the sake of their
future. The character of Olivia symbolises
how extreme obsession with anything can
be harmful. She always wanted to keep her
children away from dangers but never
understood the importance of letting them
free which destroyed the family.

Though Olivias death ruined the family,

Nell's death reunited them in the Hill House
after years. The house was ready to engulf
the other members. But Nell's soul never let
this happen. She helped her siblings to wake
up from the nightmares. For Nell, loving
each other was the most important thing.

On the other hand, when Olivias soul
blamed Hugh for leaving her alone and
taking her children away, he promised to
live with her forever in the Hill house and
sacrificed his life, symbolising the true duty
of both father and a husband. The Crain
family finally seemed to accept their destiny
despite the traumatised events they had
been through.

Words are not enough to describe the
true meaning and the beauty of this series.
Other characters such as Poppy Hill, Abigail
and the mystery of the red room make this
story even more fascinating and exceptional.
It was scary, sad and deep at the same time.
The acting and the dialogues of each
character was powerful and mind blowing.
After completing the series, my whole
perspective about ghosts changed. What if a
ghost is nothing but our own fear, regret,
dream, wish or most of the time what we
actually want to see? What if the known is
even scarier than the unknown? Hill House
took advantage of the emotions of a family
to destroy them. Their own emotions were
disguised as ghosts in the Hill House and
terrified them, chasing them to their
adulthood. It signifies how these emotions
control our life. 1 never expected that |
could learn the value of a family from a
horror show but | did. At last | would say
that "The Haunting of Hill House' is a series
worth giving our time and is one of the best
series | have watched so far. <
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