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Stories from World Classics

Oliver Twist

(Continued from January 2021)

Mr Bumble and Mrs Corney went to the
address given by Monks to meet him. Bumble
negotiated with Monks and said that he must
pay Mrs Corney twenty five pounds to get
information about Oliver's mother. Monks paid
her and she told him everything she knew about
Oliver's mother. She gave Monks a locket and
a gold ring that belonged to Oliver's mother.
The name 'Agnes' was engraved on the ring
along with a blank for the surname. Mrs
Corney received those things from Sally, an
old woman. Sally served as a nurse at Oliver's
birth. She stole the locket and the ring from
Oliver's mother. But on her deathbed, she felt
bad about it. And so she gave the locket and
the ring to Mrs Corney. Monks took the things
and threw those things into the river Thames.
Those were the only clues to Oliver's identity.

After the robbery at Mrs Maylie's house,
Bill Sikes felt ill. Nancy stayed with Sikes to
look after him. Monks met Fagin and told him
that he had disposed off the identity of Oliver's
parentage. Unfortunately, their conversation
was overheard by Nancy. She decided to meet
Rose Maylie whose name and address she had
overheard in the conversation between Fagin
and Monks. She was eagerly waiting for a
chance to go out of the house to meet Rose.
By the night time when Sikes fell asleep, she
left the apartment. Eventually Nancy arrived
at a hotel where she met Rose. She told Rose
everything she heard concerning Oliver. Nancy
confessed that she was the one who kidnapped
Oliver. She also said that she took him back to
Fagin when he was happily living with Mr

m Jyotirupa Das

CLASSICS
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Brownlow. Nancy again told Rose the shocking
news that Monks was the brother of Oliver.
He had already disposed off Oliver's identity
so that he could be the one and only owner of
the property.

Rose was unable to understand all the
things Nancy had told her. Rose asked Nancy
to stay with her. But Nancy refused as she
could not leave Sikes. However both Nancy
and Rose set up that Nancy would walk on
London Bridge between eleven and midnight
every Sunday night. And in this way Rose
would find Nancy when she needed her to help
Oliver. %

(to be continued)
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Did You Know ?

Goats Have Emotional Intelligence

How animals percieve the
world around them is still a
mystery. That's true even for
smart, social animals like
goats. Though we still know
very little about what and how-
non-human animals think and
feel, little by little, our window
into animal emotion may be
opening. A new study published
in Frontiers in Zoology on July
10, 2019 has confirmed that
goats can differentiate between
other goats’ happiness or
displeasure by listening to their

m Nisha Devi

voices. In other words, they
can tell how one another is
feeling. The study, at the most
basic level shows that ‘they
are aware of the environment
in which they are living in.’
The study suggests that goats
are able to distinguish
between positive and negative
emotions expressed in other
goats’ calls—and that these
calls might affect how the
listener is feeling too. <*

There is a 50,000 word novel without the letter ‘E’

50,000
WORD NOVEL

WITHOUT
THE LETTER

The name of the novel is ‘Gadsby’. ‘Gadsby’ is
a 1939 novel by Ernest Vincent Wright which does not
include any words that contain the letter ‘E’, the most
common letter in English. A work that deliberately
avoids certain letter or letters is known as a
‘lipogram’. In the introduction to the book Wright
says his primary difficulty was avoing the ‘—ed’ suffix
for past tense verbs. He made extensive use of verbs
that do not take the ‘—ed’ suffix and constructions of
sentences with ‘do’, (for example, ‘I did walk’ instead
of ‘I walked’). Scarcity of word options also
drastically limited discussion involving quantity,
pronouns and many common words. Wright was
unable to write about any quantity between six (6) and
thirty (30). %
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