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She Is Not
Beautiful

m Kasturi Bharali
Class XI (Arts)

Yes, her skin is dark

Ugly cheeks,

Acnes on her face.

Dry hair.

Yes, she is not beautiful.
Everyone teases her,

Stays away from her.

Just because she is not beautiful !
No, they are afraid of her.

Yes, because her dreams are beautiful

Her mind is beautiful
Her heart is beautiful
Beautiful... in every way.

Yes, she is not beautiful

Dirty clothes,

Dry hands,

Dirty nails,

Ugly in every way.

People stay away from her.

Just because she is not beautiful !

No, they are afraid of her
Because she had passed the

most beautiful moments.

She is happy

Smile on her face

Yes, it has not made her beautiful !
But the Best.
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Oscar Awards

m Kripalinee Sangma
Class VIII

The Academy Awards, popularly known
as the Oscars, are awards for artistic and
technical merit in the film industry. They are
regarded as the most famous and prestigious
awards in the entertainment industry around
the world. Given annually by the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS),
the awards are an international recognition of
excellence in cinematic achievements, as
assessed by the Academy’s voting
membership. The various category winners
are awarded a copy of a golden statuette as
a trophy, officially called the “Academy
Award of merit”, although more commonly
referred to by its nickname, the “Oscar”. The
statuette depicts a knight rendered in the Art
Deco style.

The award was originally sculpted by
George Stanley from a design sketch by

Cedric Gibbons. AMPAS first presented it
in 1929 at a private dinner hosted by
Douglas Fairbanks in the Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel in what would become
known as the 1st academy Awards or Oscar
Awards. The Academy Awards or Oscar
Awards ceremony was first broadcasted by
radio in 1930 and was televised for the first
time in 1953. It is the oldest worldwide
entertainment awards ceremony and is now
televised live worldwide.

Traditionally, the previous year's winner
for Best Actor and Best Supporting Actor
present the awards for Best Actress and Best
Supporting Actress, while the previous year's
winners for Best Actress and Best
Supporting Actress present the awards for
Best Actor and Best Supporting Actor.

Parasite became the first foreign
language film to win Best Picture at the
February 9, 2020 award ceremony.

Because of COVID-19, Academy
president David Rubin and CEO Dawn
Hudson announced that for the 2021 Oscar
ceremony, streaming movies not shown in
theatres would be €eligible, though at some
point the requirement that movies be shown
in theaters would return. **
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Rising stars of India

m Basudha Sanjay
Class VIII

North-east India has aways had a
powerful association with sports. The place
has produced a good number of players that
have participated in various sports in
Olympics. Olympics is an international
sporting event where players participate
representing their respective country. Both
summer and winter Olympics are held in
every four years. Winter Olympics is held
after two years of summer Olympics. In 61
April, 1896 Pierre de Coubertin started the
Modern Olympics. He is known as the
Father of modern Olympics. The first
modern Olympics were held in Athens from
6" to 15" April, 1896. There are many sports
events in Olympics. Different countries
around the world take part in Olympics.
India first participated in the summer
Olympics in Paris 1900, where the solo
athlete Norman Gilbert Pritchard also known
as Norman Trwor, won 2 silver medals.
Since then India has been participating in
summer Olympics. Rather than other sports
Indiais known for the field of hockey. Indian
men's hockey team is the most victorious
team ever in Olympics
which has won eight god,
one silver, three Bronze.
We al know the
Magician of Hockey—
Magjor Dhyan Chand. He
is known for his

extraordinary control of the ball and goal-
scoring feats. Dhyan Chand, Ledlie Claudius,
Balbhir Singh, Udham Singh etc. were the
legends of Indian Hockey. Not only in the
field hockey but aso in boxing, wrestling,
badminton, shooting and in many other
sports India has produced some of the finest
sportspersons.  In the recent summer

in Tokyo, Japan 205
countriesincluding Indiatook part in various
sports. India had sent 127 players, where 71
were men, while the remaining were women
athletes. India has participated in 18 events.

OIymplcs, held

Participating in
various sports, many
players have been ableto

SC
bring glory to India
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu

..:20';_ j{‘;} -
from Manipur has won a o

silver in the weighlifting women’s category
of 49 kg. This was the first time India won
a medal on the opening day. She won the
silver medal with a perfect lift of about 202
kg. After wining the medal she became the
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first Indian weightlifter to win a silver medal
in Olympics and second Indian weightlifter
after Karnam Malleswari to win a Olympic
medal. Karnam Malleswari was a woman
weightlifter (caterogy 69 kg) and the first
woman to win a medal at the Olympics. A
prominent boxer MC Mary Kom from
Manipur aso competed in the Tokyo
Olympics. But she wasn't able to win a
medal. She competed against Ingrit Vaencia
from Mordes, Colombia in women's
flyweight (48-51 kg). Notwithstanding we
are honored to have a pugilist such as her in
our country. This was the second and final
OIymplcsfor MC Mary Kom

3 Boxer Lovlina
Borgohain from our
state was lionized
everywherein India
especially in Assam
after she secured
the bronze medal at
the Tokyo Olympics in the women's
welterwight event (69 kg). She is the first
Assamese to win amedal in Olympics. Also
she became the third Indian boxer after
Vijendar Singh (2008) and MC Mary Kom
(2012) to win a Olympics medal.

Pusarla Venkata
Sindhu or mostly
known as PV Sindhu
became the first
Indian woman to win
two individual
Olympic medals in
badminton  after
defeating He Bing Jiao from Chinain Tokyo
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Olympics2020.In
Javeline throw
Neeraj Chopra
from Haryana
won agold medal
and became the
first Indian to win agold medal in track and
field and the second Indian to win an individual
gold.

In Tokyo Olympics Indian men's
hockey team was able to secure a bronze
medal after 41 years. Till now Indian men's
hockey team has won atotal of 12 Olympic

ﬂh‘jl“l.dl LA .4 »AL--OI:» 41.
medals, where 8 are gold, 1 silver and 3
bronze. The last medal Indian hockey team
won was in 1980 e
Moscow  Olympics,
where they won gold.
In  wrestling Ravi
Kumar Dahiya won a
siver meda and
Bajrang Punia won a
bronze medal.

We're al proud to have such talented
persons in our country who inspires the
young generation to achieve their goals in
life. «*
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The afflicted soul and the Scratched Wall

m Kaangkan Kashyap
Class IX

Amidst the deeply chaotic state of mass
hysteria, unjust affairs, and mild autocracy,
Kabir stood firm behind the metallic bars of
darkness. The bars of the isolated cell was so
dark that, if one clasped the bars with alittle
hope to know about the world beyond, it
would leave salty dust on your palm.

The hope hadn't died out yet. He had
managed to outlive the fat, grumpy, proud
rat. It died yesterday, with a swollen body
and a red eye, poor thing !

A dozen books kept lying in the corner
of the lonely cell with scratched walls. For a
while, he hummed the tune of 'Bella Ciau'-
the antifascist hymn to minimize his constant
anxiety. His compulsion of jerking his right
lean, hairy leg after his left one for the
stinging mosquito bites stabbed his heart
with a sudden pain of irritation and
helplessness. Tears trickled down his flushy
cheeks as the outcome of the irritation,
anxiety, the lost hope.

WEell, man can cry too! A conscious
mind trapped in the state of
subconsciousness !

His mind flew back to the time or may
be he tried hard to convert his sheer
suicidical thoughts into something tender,
something passionate— his unconditional love
for his dear country, for its people— his
source of al hope. He was perhaps seven
when his mother took him by his hand to

“that village” which had been deprived of its
rights for ages. Unnoticed he had observed
his mother addressing the people, rather a
heart-to-heart talk with the people of the
village in the middle of a remote forest, who
had hardly seen a phase of election. Her eyes
were sparkling with conviction. It wasn't a
heated speech, neither afierce one. It wasthe
one of compassion, selfless love, hope and
conviction. She hoped with them together,
reminded the people in power these forgotten
faces. She was a lady of utter simplicity, not
much of an elegant look. In fact one might,
rather, think of her as a rogue at first sight.
But, she was least concerned about these.
This surprisingly enigmatic woman could
have lived a life of an elite, but unlike her
husband, she choseto live her life differently.

Kabir ran the quivering fingers through
his hair musing at the scattered bunch of
books. One book read— Humiliated and
Insulted by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. The other
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one was Mother by Maxim Gorky. And a
book of Maxim Hikmet's poetry. Another
book of Arundhati Roy’s Ministry of Utmost
Happiness kept lying there. He was rereading
this over whelming piece of work—“How to
tell a shattered story ? But slowly becoming
everybody. By sowly becoming everything.”

He had no thirst |eft to lie in, this half
dead world, until, if it wasn’t about his love,
his passion, his dear country whose
democracy had been shattered and very soon
undoubtedly there would be harsh and rigid
laws. He didn’t want another Anne Frank to
live her dreaded stories caged behind. He
didn't want another ‘apartheid’.

Kabir picked up the old book of
Dostoyevsky with crinkly, yellow pages and
as he flipped through the pages he found a
photo of him whose PS. goes to his dear
friend Mr. A. It was clicked in an instant of
an incredible angle till his shoulder. He had
his slender arm raised with a fist in the air.
He might have chanted a dlogan, his
conviction was evident in his neck veins
which stood out of his skin. In the zoomed
photo if one looked very sincerely, in the
background a banner read, “Any man who
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stands for progress... challenges every item
of the old faith.” An halfseen quote!

Two tender sunrays peeped into the
dark room to warm up their cold son with a
cosiness of motherly love. He felt it and
opened his mouth gently at the end of the
raysto let the warmth devour him. Alas! The
motherly warmth of the two rays didn’t last
longer ! He softly closed his eyes with a
hopeless sigh, and the very moment some
faces flashed in his heart, his comrades, who
have been forced behind the bars, but unlike
him they don’t feel miserable, but like him,
they all share a strange affinity for fighting
back. The sudden alert of these faces faded
into a strong ecstasy, a strong hope for
winning back...

Isn't this love of him for ‘her’ a pure
patriotic one. Yet he was jailed and tagged as
atraitor, antinational for this enormous love
for ‘her’! OH HOPE! brush off the
ignorance and bring back the conscience of
the ones who keep witnessing all this yet
their mouth, eyes and ears are shut, sealed !
It reminds me of the three monkeys of
Gandhis, but at the wrong issues we apply

S
It. *%*
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New Horizon

m Rudrakshee Dutta Choudhury
Class IX

Ananya was sitting on the rooftop,
trying to capture every moment, every colour
of the sunset on her canvas. The sky was
filled with various colours from violet to
yellow, from blue to black. It was adorned
with the setting sun and the rising moon, like
fire and ice dancing together in one frame. A
flock of birds flew over Ananya's head and
her thoughts drifted away to those days.

“Congratulations !”

“Wah! See | told you they’d come.”
Bhargab exclaimed.

“Did you by any chance see the time
before leaving?” Ananyas mother Rubi
asked her younger sister Jiya in an annoyed
sarcastic tone.

“Of courseg, that's why we hurried here
in no time. You know the bakery was almost
closed, we were extremely lucky to get the
cake...” Jiya responded dramaticaly. The
room was filled with laughter and excited
chatters. Many family members and friends
hurried to their home after getting the news.
After alot of hard work, Bhargab finally got
his dream job and it was obviously a very
big reason to celebrate for an ever jolly
family like theirs.

“Did you hear the thunder ? | think it's
going to rain. We should get going, it's pretty
late anyway...” Someone would say and
everyone would agree. “C’'mon, how many
chances do we get to meet one another in
these times ? Just sit a few more minutes.”
Bhargab's father would say and then
everyone would get engaged in a
conversation and forgot about the time.

Who knew a sudden, unexpected storm
would hit them and everything would scatter
into pieces...

That memory was crysta clear in
Ananya's mind—

“All four of you have tested covid
positive. You will have to isolate yourselves
and take proper food and medicines. Please
contact me if you fed like.”

“Thank you for your help.”
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Their father hung up the phone and then
looked at the hopeful faces of his children
and wife. “We will have to isolate ourselves,
also will have to take the medicines and
check the oxygen level regularly.” Pin drop
silence... “Don’'t worry, you have a great
doctor with you at your home after al !” He
tried to smile and broke into fits of cough.

Everything after that seemed to be
going so fast that it was almost a blur. The
fever, the illness, their parents being
hospitalized, the endless wait for the test
reports, the doctor’s phone calls...

Ananya remembered teaching her elder
brother how to cook rice and dal. Bhargab
has become quite a good cook now, she
thought fondly. The battle would have been
much harder if their family and friends
hadn’t stood up for them as they did. She
always thought that her family was close
knit, but never imagined that each and every
member would just jump into the battlefield
likeit wastheir own. Every one of them tried
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to help in their own way. From phone callsto
text messages, from sending them their
favourite food to taking care of the hospital
matters of their parents, nothing was left out.

The battle was unexpectedly hard, they
even lost one dear person, but it also taught
them many lessons. A quote from her
favourite novel had been in her mind for
quite a while now— ‘The wound is the place
where the light enters you.” Ananya noticed
her close knit family being protectively
around them al the time. All of them became
stronger and more independent. Her PhD was
completed, Bhargab was preparing to fly to
New York to join his new job and their
mother started designing new dresses again.
The puppy they bought then, grew quite alot
and it seemed to take its duty of protecting
the tiny family very serioudly.

With the tunes of ‘Life Goes On’
playing on her headphone, Ananya stared
into horizon. It was late, the sky was dark
but the stars were shining brightly... «*

The World of Norse Mythology

m Anubrat Barthakur
Class I1X

When we talk about Norse mythology,
the first names that come to our mind are
Thor, Loki, Odin, Asgard etc. But are they
al ? After all most of us have learnt about
Norse mythology from the Marvel movies.
Even | am one of them. But there is more to

the world of Norse mythology. The world of
Norse mythology is as big and vast as the
world of Greek or any other mythologies in
the world.

Norse mythology is the body of myths
of the North Germanic people. These myths



were mostly believed by the people of
Sweden, Denmark, Norway etc. In Norse
mythology it is believed that the world was
created by the gods Odin, Vili and Ve from
the body of a huge giant called Y mir. Norse
myths say that in the beginning there was
Ginnungagap, a gaping void and that’s where
everything started. The cosmos in Norse
mythology consists of one world, that flank a
central sacred tree, Yggdrasil.

Now we come to the real part, the gods
and giants, the light and darkness, the good
and the evil. Like most of the mythologiesin
the world Norse mythology also tells the
story of the never ending war between good
and evil, the gods representing order and
good and the giants representing chaos and
evil. When we talk about Norse gods the first
name that comes to our mind is Thor. He was
the son of the one-eyed god of war and
magic, Odin and the goddess of earth Gaea.
He had a mighty hammer called Mjolnir. He
was a god related to thunder, storms,
protection of mankind and fertility. Hewas a
part of Aesir.

Now before we start talking about
Ragnarok, | must tell you about Valhalla, for
Norse mythology isn’'t complete without it. It
is believed that nobles and heroes who diein
battle go to Odin’s magnificent hall Valhalla,
where they become part of the Einherjar,
Odin's personal army. According to the
myth, they dwelt in Vahala glorioudly,
feasting and sporting, until the days of the
end of the world, when they would be called

English Corner

4143

MYTHOLOGY

upon to take part in the last battle between
gods and giants, the Ragnarok. However
Ragnarok will not be the end of everything.
Eventually the world will re-emerge. The
children of the old gods will sit on the grass
where Asgard had previously been, and
discuss about the former times.

Intheend I'd like to say that mythology
is not to be ignored as the product of human
imagination without any basis in reality and
so we have nothing to learn from it. But that
is not true. For, mythology represents the
beliefs of people in the ancient times. It also
tells us something about how people lived,
how they interacted with reality. So what |
mean to say is that we have many things to
learn from our mythologies. If we think over
it we shall be able to draw lessons for our
guidance. +*
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Little Steps Towards the feeling of...

m Srizon Boruah
Class X

“It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s what you see.”

Once | was at an art exhibition. | was
not too young at that time and | was looking
a a panting very keenly. The painting
looked rather simple compared to the ones
nearby. But there was something that kept
me looking at it. To be precise it was a
painting of a sea with some quite bright but
also some soothing colours, as you would
expect in a natural landscape. After a few
moments of looking, | started feeling asif the
waves were actually moving and splashing at
the shore. | started hearing birds and crickets
chirping, wind blowing, splashing of water
and my mother’s voice.
Well that was not
because of the painting
though. | realized my
mother was calling me
and | responded. She
said that we had to go
then and | agreed. But
that imaginary world |
had found mysef in
was not gone.

Now this
experience may seem a
bit exaggerated, but |
am sure a lot of people
have witnessed this

—Henry Davil Thoreau

scenario or similar ones. | have experienced
such scenaries many times but not alwaysin
the same condition. On many occasions |
would get completely lost while | am
listening to a song or any instrument playing.
May be | experience this a bit more often
than others as | am a painter and a guitarist
(alearner to be precise), but others have had
this feeling too, and | am sure about it. But
thisrare feeling is only experienced when we
see a piece of art. By art, | not just mean a
painting. It can be anything that interests you
or is going to interest you in the future.

What is this feeling
about ?

Now, | talk about
the feeling I
experienced while
looking at the painting
or while listening to
music or while doing
something else. But
what really is this
feeing? Why do
people feel this way ?
These are very
common questions
which people encounter
while thinking about



artistic feeling. Thisfeeling of art depends or
is based upon the art of feeling. Now what's
art of feeling ? In dictionary the word ‘art’
has been defined as ‘skill’ acquired by
experience, study, or ‘observation’. So, the
art of feeling could signify feeling from a
person's observations, experiences or
perspective. Now, how the feeling of art
depends upon this art of feeling? As
mentioned earlier, art is a skill acquired by
experience, study or observation. Everyone
grows up differently and in different
circumstances. So, they experience various
things differently. Some people study or
observe something very carefully and some
just glance at it. That's why they see
different elements of the same thing or
object. That is how everyone's feeling of art
differs according to their art of feeling or
simply their observations.

To explain this thing there is a very
simple example. People in different fields
learn to observe things differently. For
instance, there is a very beautiful, bright
coloured flower. Now, a painter would try to
observe the colours, the lights and shades,
what colours can be mixed to get the colour
or hue of the flower etc. But the same flower
would inspire a musician or a poet to write
a song or poem, to compose music, to add a
new element to their work etc. Again, for a
scientist (specially a botanist), the flower
would be of some scientific meaning, may be
a lease for his research, or he could be
interested in learning about the anatomy of
that flower. There are so many such
examples of which | have given a rather
simple one.

S0, thisis how | would like to describe
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how the feeling of art depends upon the art of
feeling, or smply how a person sees or feels
a particular art.

Why does the intensity of this feeling
vary from person to person ?

Now that we somewhat have a vague
idea of what thisfeeling is about, we have to
find ways of acquring and cultivating it. But
first we need to find out the reasons of why
some people think they can't feel art. That's
human nature to be honest. Human beings
tend to think that they are not as capable as
their fellow human beings. But that is not the
case. Everyone has artistic and creative sense
or feeling within themselves, but they are just
unaware of it. The reasons behind this
outlook of people on this subject could be as
follows :

i) People don't take time to think or feel
beyond what is usual. They rush to decision,
and that robs everyone of quality ideation
and assessment.

ii) People fear being wrong and making
mistakes. They gravitate towards thinking
“What if it is not the way | am interested in
it ?” and similar things. This leads them to
stop thinking and observing.

iii) The man reason behind this
according to me is that people just think “I
am just not a creative person. | can't feel art”
and this thinking zaps the energy out of
peopl€e’s creative potential.

Now as | said earlier, everyone has that
artistic feeling inside them, but is just
hesitant to bring it forth or is not mindful of
it. For example, when we watch a movie, we
get so involved in the story that we think we
are a part of it or when there comes a funny
moment we break out laughing and when
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thereis an emotional scene we cry along with
the characters. That's a form of artistic
feeling too. But we do it unknowingly, so we
never pay attention to it. Or even when we
hear any music or song, we start moving or
tapping our feet. rhythmacily and it comes
naturally to everyone, because we all have
the sense of that feeling hiding somewhere
inside us.

How we can develop this feeling :

So, now we need ways to nurture this
feeling, this sense. As mentioned earlier, this
feeling comes from deep observation. So
primarily, we need to observe and pay
attention to our surroundings. Because
everything that inspires an artist to create art
is present in this world, in nature. So, we
need to study and understand them first. For
example, an actor needs to study humans of
distinctive personalities, in order to portray
their characters, because to a great extent,
these fictional characters are based on red
life people. Again painters need to observe
nature, their surroundings, ambient and
people to bring meaning to their paintings,
irrespective of the subject or mediums. Same
goes for musicians or instrumentalists. They
have to listen to the music of nature so as to
compose a song or any instrument melody.
Then it will come from heart and soul and
will naturally touch others' heart.

Now when it comes to touching
people's hearts, the most important thing is
being sensitive and sensible. Artistic
sensitivity or sensibility can be defined as
one's ability to respond to emations or to
appreciate artistic works and the personal
predisposition towards artistic beauty.

Corner

Though sometimes ‘sendtivity’ and
‘sensibility’ are used synonymously, they
have a few differences, even if very subtle
ones. If you are sensitive to something, you
can react to it. But when you are sensible to
something, you relate to it emotionally. One's
sensibility might allow him or her to choose
the perfect word, colour or note to describe
their feeling while writing, painting or
composing music and even the correct
expression while admiring a piece of art.
This artistic sensibility benefits people in a
way that helps insensing things, rather than
analyzing them logically. That is why we
ought to practise artistic sensibility in order
to feel things far more deeply than usual.

There are some other ways for having a
more artistic mindset too. For examples, we
should try to delay our judgement, which
means we must not rush while making a
decision about anything. Though some things
require quick decision making skills, but art
forms don’t, | think. We should try taking
everything in dowly and steadily. This
process leads us to another step and that is
being patient. Human beings, especially
adults, tend to become impatient over quite
trivial matters. So, we should not be
impatient and try not to pass quick
judgements. Now, when we practise these
steps, we antomatically work towards having
an open and free mindset, which is of great
importance in order to develop artistic feeling
and sensibility. This helps us to approach
things with wonder and curiosity, rather than
expectations and rules.

Although | am explaining, trying to
demonstrate and illuminate all these rather
theoritical kind of ways, steps, examples, |



hope | am not being judgemental to anyone
which | think | am certainly not. Because, |
am just trying to express myself and expound
my thought upon this subject which is very
close to my heart as an art lover and learner.
One more important thing is that though | am
talking about methods and steps to develop
feeling of art, there are frankly no rules. This
feeling is different for everyone; and so is
everyone's approach to it. | am just sharing
the ways that have worked for me, | don’t
expect anyone to learn from me. | am
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inarguably not an expert regarding any of
these nor do | have any lifelong experience.
But if these trigger someone to be more
artistic and sensible, | will consider very
happy and lucky. After al, everyone'sfeeling
of art depends upon their art of feeling.

“Art is unquestionably one of the
purest and highest elements in human
happiness. It trains the mind through the
eye, and the eye through the mind. As the
sun colours flowers, so does art colours
life.”—John Lubbock. #*

Kyoto

m Nimisha Kalita
Class IX

It is the capital city of Prefecture in
Japan. Located in the Kansi region on the
island of Honshu, Kyoto forms a part of the
Keihanshin metropolitan area along with
Osaka and Kobe. As of 2021, the city has a
population of 1.45 million, making up 57%
of the prefecture's total population.

Kyoto sits atop a large natural water
table that provides the city with ample

freshwater wells. Due to large scale
urbanization, the amount of rain draining
into the area is drying at an increasing rate.
Kyoto has a humid subtropical climate,
featuring a marked seasona variation in
temperature and precipitation. Summers are
hot and humid, but winters are relatively cold
with occasional snowfal. Kyoto's rainy
season begins around the middle of June and
lasts until the end of July, yielding to a hot
and sunny latter half of the summer. Kyoto,
along with most of the specific coastal and
central areas of Japan, is prone to typhoons
during September and October. Kyoto,
having been the capital city of Japan, a seat
of learning and culture has long established
ties with other great cities around the world.
Many foreign scholars, artists and writers

have stayed in Kyto over the centuries. **
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Better Version of Myself during COVID-19

m Ankita Deka
Class XII (Arts)

We all know that our present day world
is facing the problem of the pandemic due to
COVID-19. It is a problem of destruction
and it bresks the backbone of a state or
economy. Our society is badly affected by
the outcome. But at the same time if we
search for the good then we can find good
even in the garbage. Converting the negative
energy to a positive vibe is the best way to
live abetter life. This situation has taught me
many lessons about awareness and about
nature, heath, environment and most
importantly  about our  biodiversity.
Lockdown and curfew are the two most
difficult issues for anyone at this moment.
The good thing is that our unstable
environment and biodiversity are getting
refreshed. People have become alert about
their health and fitness. This pandemic has
changed every aspect of our lives.

Being a student, a first it was
unthinkable for me to observe al the SOPs.
| felt like being in a cage. The literal shock
made me go haywire and made me full of
frustrations. As | am an avid dancer |
contacted my friend and started uploading
our dance videos. This made me interact
online with others, which was realy helpful.
As time has not come for me to be
vaccinated, | have taken the liberty to like
other things and learn from them.

a) Hygiene : | have learnt not only to
keep myself immune but at the same time to
keep the house clean and tidy by brooming,
sweeping etc.

b) Cooking : This age old art of
sustenance has made me do things like
cooking for the family (giving any mom the
much desired assistance), planning the much
needed diet and learning the traditional
dishes, which | didn’t have time to notice and
cook. As for Western dishes, baking was the
most fruitful. | baked cakes and cookies.

¢) Walking : This activity in the early
morning hours made me redise the
importance of nature and taught me to be
grateful to my surroundings. No doubt it
gave me a fresh longing for the day to be
practical and physicaly robust.

d) Meditation : | found this to be the
simplest and spiritual to mental health as it
gave me a new understanding in the precious
life | am bestowed.

e) Indoor activity : Ludo, carrom,
making crafts made me realise my intrinsic
values, that we all have. Clicking photos,
painting and scrolling the net made me know
about things and cultures al around the
world. Reading Assamese novels by the great
writers and statesmen of Assam made me
aware of our rich heritage.

To sum it all, we all realy needed the
big break to realise, comprehend our human
worth and contribute to the welfare not only
of our society but the world as awhole. This
pendamic taught me to be compassionate,
generous and helpful for the well being of
one and al. I think, spiritually we ought to
introspect ourselves and create the much

needed meaning to be human. +*
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A Brief Sociological Understanding of
Jahnu Barua’s National Award-winning

Film “Xagoroloi Bohu Door’

m Manash Pratim Choudhury
Class XII (Arts)

“The director is the only person who knows what the film is about.” —Satyajit Ray

In the above
mentioned  quotation,
Satygjit Ray, one of
world's greatest
directors wanted to say
that the director of a
particular film should
be aways concerned
about the topic of the
film.  The director
presents awhole society through this medium
called cinema to its audience. Even Satygjit
Ray made himself as one of the most
influential film makers of Indian cinema and
specialy his*TheApu Trilogy’ (It comprises
three films—‘ Pather Panchali’ released in the
year 1955, ‘Apargjita released in the year
1956 and ‘Apur Sansar’ released in the year
1959) got international recognition. Satyajit
Ray has aways been regarded as an
incomparable film-maker of Indian cinema.

In case of Assamese cinema, most of
the times the film industry is somehow
dominated by the commercia films. But at
the same time we cannot ignore the
importance of non-commercial cinema

(termed as ‘art film’).
Some peopl e have taken
the initiative to revive
the art film industry in
the region. Jahnu Barua
is one of those film-
makers of Assam who
started the new wave of
art film in the Assamese
film industry. After
graduating from the prestigious ‘Film and
Television Institute of India Jahnu Barua
involved himself in making scientific
documentary filmsin his early career. In the
year 1982, Jahnu Barua made his feature
film making debut through his first
directorial venture ‘Aparoopa starring
veteran actors like Suhasini Mulay, Biju
Phukan and Girish Karnad. After * Aparoopa
Jahnu Barua made memorable and
everygreen films like ‘Papori’ (1986),
‘Halodhiya Choraye Baodhan Khai’ (1987),
‘Bonani’ (1990), ‘Firingoti’ (1992) etc. All of
these films were highly appreciated and the
films won many awards and honours in
many film festivals. Jahnu Barua emerged as
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a strong practitioner of alternative cinema
and became the first Assamese to receive an
International award, the ‘Silver Leopard
award’ for ‘Halodhiya Choraye Baodhan
Kha’ at the Locarno International Film
Festival in 1988. In the year 1995 Jahnu
Barua made his next venture ‘Xagoroloi
Bohu Door’ (It's a Long Way To The Sea).
‘Xagoroloi  Bohu Door’ mainly
highlights the ordeals that the rural man
faces in the name of development and
modernization. The bad character of the film,
Powal (played by renowned actor Bishnu
Kharghoria) is the only caregiver of his
grandson Hkhuman. In Nemuguri village, his
forefathers have been ferrying people to and
fro on the river Dihing. The primary focusis
on the genuine dilemma faced by Powal for
survival as talks of a new bridge being built
across the river become quite prominent.
The story aso highlights how Powal’s
continuous attempts to remain connected
with hisonly living son in the city eventually
ends up in an unsettling consequence about
the fragility of relationships in the modern
age. The film captures the tumultuous life of
every rural man who ultimately ends up
paying a price at the cost of development.
The film poeticaly discloses the inner
turmoil of the old boatman who feels a sense
of being lost amidst a lot of problems that
appear to him as vast as the never-ending
sea. ‘' Xagoroloi Bohu Door’ is covered with
several metaphorical signals that reflect upon
the rising issues and difficulties in rural
areas. It also subtly questions the lack of
morality and growth of insensitivity in every
sector of one’s life. It also touches on issues

English Corner

like the failure of government in providing
any alternative options to the poor.

However, not all is hopeless. There is
always that glint of hope caught in Powal’s
exhausted eyes or a way of dream in
realization through the eyes of lovable
Hkhuman.

We, the audience should have to believe
that it is all attainable with an indomitable
will, no matter how far away from on€'s
grasp it may seem. Almost like the river on
its way to meet the sea.

Jahnu Barua's use of natural sound and
surroundings for a greater impact along with
the modest treatment of his charactersis raw
in a refreshing sense making everything and
everyone seem morereal. Asaresult hisfilm
‘Xagoroloi Bohu Door’ takes one back to
films such as ‘Pather Panchali’ by Satygjit
Ray.

‘Xagoroloi Bohu Door’ isregarded as a
classic film; it was hugely acclaimed by the
critics and the film bagged many awards at
many film festivals in the various parts of the
world. Jahnu Barua won the Golden lotus for
‘National Film Award for Best Director’ in
the year 1995 and Bishnu Kharghoria won
the ‘Best Actor’ award in Singapore
International Film Festival in the same year
and many prizes in National/International
level.

Jahnu Barua's way of capturing crucial
moments in a simplistic manner contributes
to the flow of the film. There are several
instances where he practically underplays
some of the most significant scenes urging
the viewers to make an effort to unvell its
deeper message for a better under-

standing. %*
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outline, the projecting edgers, the lateral pegs
and even the four strings, which were
combined together in the end of the fifteenth
century.” (Dr. Suneera Karliwal, Classical
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The Art of Photography

Photography is the art of capturing light with a camera, usually via a
digital sensor or film, to create an image. It's a visual communication
method. Visual communication has a different appeal to influence
people. That's why photographs have a special place in our lives.
Photography is a universal means of communication and an
important tool in many fields. A photograph can record not only what
human beings see, but also many other subjects, which are beyond
our range of vision. Photography is a scientific invention. However, it
is not only science, but most importantly it is also a major art form.
From the first monochromatic image to the present-day images of
different objects of the universe, photography has come a long way.
With the modern high-tech cameras and editing software now-a-days
photography has become a bit easier than before. However, it is still a
fact that it is not the camera, but the person behind the camera who
creates magical moments and keeps the moments alive forever. A
person with a beautiful mind along with a good sense of visualization
and a little bit of technical knowledge can always make a good
photograph, irrespective of the 