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Did You Know ?

m Dimple Talukdar

Jatinga bird mystery

There is a place in
Assam where thousands of
birds commit suicide.
Jatinga, a scenic village
nestling amidst the Borail
Hills range. It is quite
famous as a bird’s suicide

birds fly near the
light-sourcing objects.
Due to the lack of
light, they do not see
clearly, and they
collide with a building
or trees or vehicles.

point. Not only local birds
but migratory birds also reach this place
and commit suicide. In this village, birds
fly fast and hit a building or a tree and kill
themselves. The strangest thing is that
birds do this from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. In
normal weather these birds tends to go out
during the day and return to the nest at
night. Nearly 40 species of local and
migratory birds are involved in this race of
suicide. Ornithologists believe that electro-
magnetic forces of Jatinga is the cause of
this mysterious phenomenon. In the damp
and foggy weather, winds blow rapidly. So,

The people of
Jatinga believe some mythical powers
blend with the winds, which causes the
birds to end their lives. Allegedly, It has
been going on since 1910 but the outside
world came to know about this in 1957. In
the year 1957, ornithologist E.P. Gee, a
British tea planter mentioned about the
same in his book ‘Wild Life of India’ in
1957.

Many scientists from India and abroad
have done research on this phenomenon,
but the exact reason has not yet been
found. <

The first coins

The World’s first coins were minted
around 600 B.C. by the Lydians. They
were a wealthy and powerful people living
in Asia Minor. Asia Minor is a peninsula
also called Anatolia, comprises the Asian
part of modern Turkey. Those primitive
coins were made of electrum, which is a
natural composition of 75 percent gold and

25 percent silver. They were about the size
and shape of a bean, and were known as
‘staters’ or ‘standards’. <



Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

(Continued from 8" year, 8" Issue,
September, 2021)

Puck flew away on this
new errand. Oberon, who had
a part of the magic flower
went to look for Titania. He
found her on a bank where
many sweet-smelling flowers
were growing. She always
slept there at night. Titania
was giving her fairies their
tasks for the night. But before
doing their tasks she asked
them to sing her to sleep.

When Titania was asleep, Oberon
softly went near her. He dropped some of
the juice of the magic flower on her eyelids
and said “whatever you see when you wake
up will be your true love.” Then he flew
away.

In the meantime, Hermia ran away
from her father’s house. She found
Lysander waiting for her in the wood. They
both walked until they were tired. Hermia
lay down on a soft green bank. Lysander
lay down a little farther off. Both of them
were soon fast asleep.

Puck came near them. Lysander was
also wearing Athenian clothes. Puck
thought him to be the man Oberon meant.
So, he dropped some juice on Lysander’s
eyelids and flew away.

Meanwhile, Helena was tired
following Demetrius. She could follow him
no further. She came across Lysander who
was fast asleep. She touched him and woke

him up.

m Bhaktimala Saikia

Lysander woke up and
saw Helena. The magic of the
love-juice worked at once. He
felt madly in love with Helena.
He began to speak to her like a
lover. When Helena reminded
him of Hermia, he said that
Hermia’s beauty is nothing
compared to hers.

Helena knew how much
Lysander love Hermia. She
therefore was angry as she
thought that he was making fool of her.
She ran away in anger and Lysander ran
after her. Poor Hermia was left alone, still
asleep.

When Hermia woke up and found
herself lonely, she was frightened. She
looked for Lysander and called his name.
But there was no reply.

In the meantime, Demetrius who had
been looking for Hermia in vain, was tired
and lay down to sleep. Oberon found him
and recognised him to be the cruel lover.
So, he dropped some magic juice on
Demetrius’s eyelids. When he woke up the
first person he saw was Helena. She was
running away from Lysander who was
following her. Instantly Demetrius felt that
he loved Helena madly and began to talk
like a lover to her. Lysander was angry
upon them and Hermia was close behind
him. <
(Continued)
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