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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

A Midsummer Night's Dream

m Bhaktimala Saikia

Titania'sfairies

Characters of the Play:Egeus:An Athenian nobleman; Duke Theseus: Duke of
Athens;, Hermia: Daughter of Egeus,; Helena: Hermia's friend who loves Demetrius;
Demetrius: The man chosen by Egeus to be Hermia's husband; Lysander: Hermia's
true lover; Oberon: King of the fairiesin Fairyland; Titania: Queen of thefairiesin
Fairyland; Puck: The merriest and most mischievous of Oberon’sfairies, Bottom: A
simple, stupid country fellow; Pease-blossom/ Cobweb/ Moth/ mustard-seed:

Long ago there was a
custom in Athens. A father
has to choose the husband
for his daughter. There was
aso a cruel law. If the
daughter refused to marry
the man of her father's
choice she would be put to
death. But this law was
never put into force.

One day an Athenian
nobleman, Egeus made a
complaint before Duke Theseus about his
daughter. His daughter Hermia refused to
marry Demetrius whom he had chosen as
her husband. Hermia was in love with
Lysander. She wanted to marry him. She
told the duke that she did not like
Demetrius. She aso told that her friend
Helena was madly in love with Demetrius.
So, he should marry her.

Duke Theseus sympathised with
Hermia and Lysander. But he had to show
respect for the law and for old Egeus. So,
he gave Hermia four days to reconsider the
matter. After four days if she did not obey
her father, she must die.
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Worried Hermia went to
Lysander and told him
everything that happened.
Lysander remembered that he
had a wealthy aunt who was a
childless widow. Shelived far
away from Athens beyond the
reach of the Athenian laws.
He decided to flee with
Hermia to his aunt’'s home
and to get married there.

He told Hermia to leave
her father’s home that night
and to meet him in the wood outside the
city. It was the same place where they used
to play as children, where they went for
delightful walks.

Hermia happily agreed. Just then
Helena joined them. She was Hermia's
best friend. They trusted her and so they
told her about their plan. Helena who was
in love with Demetrius told him of their
plan. She knew that Demetrius would
follow Hermia and she would follow him.
Foolish Helena betrayed her friend in order
to have the pleasure of following the man
who no longer loved her. <
(To be continued)
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Did You Know ?
The migration of birds
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The word ‘migration’ comes from the
Latin word, ‘migratus’, which means “to
change”. It is the mass movement of
groups of animals or birds. Migration isthe
movement of an animal from one region, or
habitat, to another. This happens at regular
intervals of time and during a particular

m Dimple Talukdar

season. It is caused in order to breed, grow,
find food or avoid cold weather. For birds,
this occurs twice a year. They migrate in
the spring and again in the fal. Every
autumn, for examples, swallows, swifts
and martins migrate to Africa from
northern when the weather becomes too
cold for them to collect their food. Again
they return in spring, when the weather in
northern Europe begins to warm up.

TheArctic Tern has the longest known
migration routes of any bird we know.
They travel from the Arctic to Antarctic
and then back again. It passes through
Japan, Alaska, Canada and Fiji on its
flight—before returning home again to
breed. <

What is screen time ?

Screen time is the amount of time that
someone spends using a device with a
screen such as a smartphone, computer,
laptop, television, or video game console
etc. The American Academy of Pediatrics
calls for no screen time at al for children
until 18 to 24 months, except for video
chatting. Again they say kids ages 2 to 5
should get an hour or less of screen time
per day. The AAP (American Academy of
Pediatrics) has recommended not more
than two hours of screen time for children
and teenagers. With moderation, there are
some benefits of screen time to the
students, which includes online classes,
school related homework and research.

Though playing video games can improve
motor skills and coordination; yet too much
use of such gadgets harm our mental and
physical health. <
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