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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

Macbeth

(Continued from 8" year, 5" Issue, June, 2021)

Macbeth asked the witches to tell him
what was going to happen. In answer they
called for three ghosts to appear. The first
told Macbeth that he should fear Macduff.
The second ghost told him that no man born
of a woman could harm him.

Macbeth thought that Macduff could
not harm him. Still, he made his mind to kill
Macduff to feel safe. Just then the third
ghost appeared.Ilt told
Macbeth not to fear until
Birnam wood comes to
Dunsinane.

Macbeth was happy.
He then asked the witches
about Banquo’s
descendants reigning
Scotland. Then shadows
of eight kings appeared
before him. At last came
Banquo. He was holding a
mirror. In it, Macbeth saw
Banquo’s descendants wearing Scottish
crown. From then he became devilish.

Soon after this, Macbeth heard that
Macduff fled to England. The latter was with
Malcolm and Fleance. They were gathering
army to attack Macbeth. Out of anger
Macbeth killed Macduff’s family. From then
many nobles turned against him. They joined
Malcolm.

Lady Macbeth was also tormented by
the evil she had done. She lost her peace of
mind. As Macbeth grew more and more
merciless, Lady Macbeth blamed herself
more and more. Unable to bear her
tormented life any longer, she killed herself.

After his wife’s death Macbeth became
lonely. He longed for death. He heard
Malcolm was approaching with a large

27

m Bhaktimala Saikia

army. His old courage came back to him. He
was determined to fight as long as he could
and to die.

A messenger came to Macbeth. He told
him that Birnam wood was marching to
Dunsinane Hill. Macbeth was devastated. He
felt like being deceived by the witches.But
Macbeth declared that he would die fighting.

Birnam wood was not marching. Each
soldier of Malcolm’s army was carrying a
branch from a tree.
As it would be hard
for Macbeth to find
out the real number of

his enemy.
A bloody battle
began. Macbeth

fought with all his
strength and courage.
His hope was in the
witches’ prophecy
“You can never be
harmed by any man born of a woman”.
Macbeth killed everyone who came against
him. At last, he found himself face to face
with Macduff. A fierce struggle began. They
fought until they both were exhausted.
Macbeth told Macduff about the prophecy.
The latter laughed. He said that he was not
born of a woman. He was taken from his
mother’s womb before due time.

Macbeth was shattered. His courage
left him. He still managed to attack Macduff
furiously. Macduff proved to be stronger. He
killed Macbeth and showed his head to
Malcolm.

Thus ended the life of Macbeth - a
brave and noble soldier whose ambition had
destroyed him. %



Did You Know ?

®m Dimple Talukdar

Orchid Hub

noted for the occurrence of
more than 200 orchid
species with 5 new and
native species. Sub-tropical
types include the genera
Dendrobium, Bullophyllum,
Coelogyne, Eria, Phaius and
Liparis. The sanctuary is
unique in having 7 endemic
species of  saprotrophic

Arunachal Pradesh
has the highest diversity
of orchids in the country.
This state has the only
sanctuary to preserve
orchids in India. It is
situated in the
Himalayan foothills in
Bhalukpong Forest
Division  of  West

Kameng District, orchids. 12 rare species of
Arunachal Pradesh. It different  families  were
conjoins Eaglenest found in one study of the
Wildlife Sanctuary to the area. The department of

southwest. Sessa Orchid Environment and Forests
Sanctuary is home to more than 200 has developed trekking
species of orchids. It is a 100 square routes for visitors to enjoy the natural
kilometres protected area of India. Sessa is  habitats of orchids. %

Did you know trees can communicate ?

Trees talk. Their roots are
connected through an
underground network of fungi,
nicknamed the “Wood Wide
Web” that allows them to share
resources with each other. They
“talk” by transmitting nutrients
to one another through the
fungi. For instance, a mother
tree in the forest, will share
some of her sugars with
smaller, nearby trees. +¢
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