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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

As You Like It

m Bhaktimala Saikia

Continued from 8" year, I Issue, February, 2021

Oliver returned to
Orlando. He had a lot to
tell him. Oliver told how
Ganymede fainted on
seeing the blood-stained
handkerchief. Oliver and
Aliena had fallen in love
with each other. They
were going to get married soon. Oliver also
promised to give Orlando everything he
inherited from his father. Orlando told
Oliver that his wedding would take place
the next day. A decision was taken to invite
Duke senior and his company.

Oliver went to give the good news to
Alina. Then Rosalind came to see Orlando.
She was worried about him. But she was
happy to see him fine. His wound was not
that serious as she thought. Orlando told
her about Oliver's wedding. He was happy
that his brother would marry the girl of his
choice. Orlando also wished to marry his
love, Rosalind.

Rosalind (Ganymede) thought that the
time had arrived to become Rosalind again.
She promised Orlando to bring Rosalind
back. She said she knew black magic.
Rosalind asked him to put his finest clothes
and to invite his friends for his wedding. As
it would take place the next day.

The next day the Duke and his
company gathered for the wedding.
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Ganymede went near him.
She asked the Duke if he
would allow his daughter
to marry Orlando. The
Duke gave his consent.
Then she and Aliena went
behind the trees. They
appeared again as
Rosalind and Celia. All were dumb and
surprised to see them. They told their story.
Everyone was filled with joy.

The weddings took place. Orlando
married Rosalind. Oliver married Celia.
Their weddings were followed by a great
feast.

In the middle of the celebration, a
messenger came. He came with a good
news for Duke senior. The messenger told
Duke that his brother gave him back his
dukedom. He went on to explain what
actually happened. Frederick came to the
forest with a large army. He wanted to kill
Duke senior and everyone. But on his way
he met a hermit. Frederick had a long talk
with him. At the end of the talk, the Duke
was a different man. He was ashamed of
his wickedness. The Duke decided to
spend the rest of his life in a monastery. He
gave back everyone everything he had
taken from.

And so the story ends on a happy
note. Everyone got everything they
wished. <



Did You Know ?

Landscape of the Ocean Floor

We know a lot of things about our
precious planet. It is strange for us to
believe that about 71% of our Earth's
surface is under water yet only 15% of the
ocean floor has been mapped in detail.
There is a completely different world under
water that we know very little about. The

study of deep oceans is the most
challenging for our scientists. We may
think that the floor deep beneath is fix but
it changes continuously. Let us consider the
earth's crust as a round pizza. Since a pizza
has several slices, Earth's crust also
comprises of some slices of irregular
shape, which we call tectonic plates. These
plates work (move) continuously to change
the physical condition of the surface of the
earth. The changes may be slow, but they
are responsible for the formation of
mountains and trenches that create the
dramatic landscape deep under the water.
Earthquakes and even volcanoes occur on

m Saswati Devi

the land surface and under water as
well due to the movement of the
techtonic plates. The bottom of the
ocean is a dynamic place with higher
mountains (sea mounts) and deeper
valleys than those found on land. It
is a mysterious place too. The
portion of the land that is under
water is called the continental shelf.
When we move towards the ocean,
we are standing on the continental
shelf. At the edge of the continental
shelf, a sudden increase occurs in the
depth. This marks the beginning of the
continental slope (a little deeper portion but
a part of land). When we move a little
forward, continental rise begins. It
represents the boundary between the land
and the deepest ocean (but the ocean does
not become shallower here). Finally, at the
end of the continental rise is the abyssal
plain. This is a flat and smooth plain region
which lies between the continental rise and
under water ridges. The under water ridges
are narrow hilltops which are always
experiencing high pressure under the
ocean. The natural structures and the floor
of the abyssal plain is built up by the
sediments. It covers almost 50% of the
earth's floor.

We see only a small portion of the
ocean. It is a fascinating place with many
mysteries still to be discovered. <
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