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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

Mecbeth

Characters of the Play

Macbeth : Lord of Glamis

Duncan : The king of Scotland

Lord of Cowdor : A nobleman rebelling
against Duncan

Banque : A general

Lady Macbeth : Macbeth's wife

Malcolm : Duncan's elder son

Fleance : Banquo's son

Macduff : The chief of the nobles

Macbeth, lord of
Glamis, was a Scottish
nobleman. He was also the
relative of Duncan, king of
Scotland. Macbeth was a
skillful and brave bader in
battle. So, he was respected
by everyone.

King Duncan  sent
Macbeth to fight against the
lord of Cowdor. Macbeth
won the battle. He and his
friend Banquo were
returning from the battle
field. On their way, they met three witches.

The witches made three prophecies.
They greeted Macbeth as Lord of Glamis
and Lord of Cawdor. The witches also
declared that Macbeth would be a king one
day. They told Banquo that his sons would
sit upon the throne.

The witches then vanished. In
disbelief, Macbeth and Banquo discussed
the strong encounter. Just then two noble
came up to them. They told Macbeth that

m Bhaktimala Saikia

the king had made him the Lord of
Cawdor.

Macbeth was amazed that the witches'
first prophecy had come true. He thought
upon the possibility that he might be king
one day. But Banquo did not believe the
witches.

Macbeth however believed the
witches and rejoiced. He thought that
Duncan was old, sick and a weak ruler.
The land needed a strong one like him. So
ran Macbeth's thoughts.

Macbeth sent a
messenger ahead of him
with a letter for his wife.
Lady Macbeth received the
news about the prophecies
and his new title. She was
an ambitious and
determined lady. She could
do anything to help her
husband to be a king.

King Duncan was the
obstacle in their path. He
was coming to their castle.
That was their opportunity to get rid of
him. Lady Macbeth decided to persuade
Macbeth to kill the king on the night of his
arrival. Nobody would suspect Macbeth. as
everybody praised his loyalty towards the
king.

When Macbeth reached home, his
wife told him about her plan. He too was
eager to get rid of Duncan. But he was
afraid to kill him.

(to be continued...)
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Did You Know ?

Leaves change

In autumn when
weather cools, something
amazing happens up in the
trees. All green leaves begin
to change their colour to
yellow, orange, brown or red.
Have you wondered what
makes the leaves change
their colour ? To answer this
question, we need to know
how leaves work. The colour
of the leaves come from tiny
little molecule called pigments. Most
leaves have yellow (xanthophyll) and
orange (carotenoid) pigments in them but
they look green because there is so much
more of a green pigment called chlorophyll.
Leaves are the food factories of a plant.
Plants need Sunlight, nutrients and water to
grow. The nutrients and water come from
soil and the sunlight are captured by
leaves. In spring and summer, trees use
green chlorophyll to change water and
carbondioxide into food called glucose, in

m Saswati Devi

colour : The science behind it.

presence of sunlight. This
process is called
photosynthesis. When the
weather gets cooler and dry,
trees are unable to make
sufficient food due to lack
of appropriate sunlight and
water. During this period,
plants break down chloro-
phyll to get the nutrients out
and store them in their roots
which are protected from
cold. When chlorophylls
break down, the green colour of the leaves
disappear. The colour of the leaves then
changes to yellow, orange or brown and
thus we can see beautiful colour of the
leaves. In some trees like maple tree, when
the leaves stop making food (glucose),
there are still some food present in the
leaves. The sunlight and the cooler
temperature cause the glucose to turn red
and hence the leaves appear red. Thus,
with the change in season, there is change
in colour of the leaves. <

The name Potato

Potato is one of the most widely eaten
vegetable in the world. The name potato
came from the French words 'Pomme De
Terre'. 'Pomme de Terre' means the apple
of the earth. There are some similarities
between the food values of apple and
potato. And hence it was named so. **
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