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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

As You Like It

® Dr. Pritam Priya Goswami

Continued from 7th year, 5th Issue, December, 2020

Orlando and Adam
accepted Duke Senior’s
offer and joined his
troupe. After a tiring day,
they slept soundly that
night.

A little far from
Duke Senior’s troupe was
Rasalind and Celia’s
cottage. They often took
walks in the forest. One
day, while taking the
walk, they found the
name Rosalind carved on
the trunks of some trees.
The surprised girls also found poems
written under the names, praising the
beauty of Rasalind. They wondered who
this admirer might be. Rosalind secretly
wished him to be Orlando.

On another day, while they were
taking a walk in the forest, they saw
Orlando coming towards them with a
companion. They hid themselves and
tried to hear Orlando and his friend’s
conversation. The girls heard Orlando
being teased by his friend for writing
poems for his lady-love Rosalind. Upon
hearing this, Rosalind became very

happy.
They came out of their hiding place

29

and approached
Orlando. Orlando,
however, could not
recognise them. He
thought  Ganymede

was a country lad.
Ganymede started to
tease Orlando about
his poem. He told
Orlando that if he
came to meet him
everyday, he would
soon be cured of that
love. He further asked
Orlando to assume
that he was his Rosalind.

They began to meet everyday.
Orlando jokingly addressed Ganymede as
Rosalind and enjoyed it. Ganymede too
became happy to meet him everyday.
Ganymede (Rosalind) became so happy
that she forgot to look for her father.
But, they accidently met one day. The
Duke did not recognise her, and took her
to be a country lad. But he noticed that
the country-lad Ganymede looked much
like his daughter Rosalind. When he
asked Ganymede who his father was, he
replied, “My father is someone like you.”
The duke laughed, unaware that it was
true. <



Did You Know ?

m Jyotirekha Kalita

When does the horned lizard eject blood from its eyes ?

Lizards are reptiles.
They belong to a group of
3,800 scaly  skinned
reptiles. Lizards have four
legs and long tails. The
back legs are stronger
than the front ones. The
back legs help them to move forward.
The horned lizard sprays blood from its
eyes for self-defence. The jet of blood
from its eyes can reach about 1 meter to
keep its enemy at a distance. Whenever
the lizard finds itself in a dangerous
situation, blood pressure increases in its

head. This activates the
tiny blood vessels in its
eyes and consequently
blood is ejected. When
the blood reaches the
enemy, 1t diverts its
attention and it becomes
unable to attack the lizard. The horned
lizard has a razor like hard spines or
horns. It has a flattened oval body and
pointed fringe with scales on the sides of
the body. These lizards are normally
found in sandy areas.

How did plant appear on land ?

The first life forms
found on earth were
plants. About 2 billion
years ago, simple plants
existed under the sea.
There was no sign of life
on land at that time. It was
only 425 million years
ago, when a few tiny plants were seen on
land. Those plants were probably
developed from sea weeds. They looked
like the mosses, liverworts and hornworts
of today. Somewhat complex plants than
these appeared about 400 million years
ago which looked like modern day ferns.
They were the first plants to possess
roots, stems and leaves. During this time,

the first dinosaurs
walked on earth, large
forests of ginkos and
cycads had extended
across the land. These
were the first trees that
grew from seeds, Pines
and  other  conifers
appeared about 300 million years ago.
These trees had their seeds on their
cones. About 150 million years ago,
flowering plants emerged on earth. They
had an advantage over other plants
because their seeds were properly
shielded which reduced the chances of
seed damage to a great extent. ¢
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