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Did You Know

Pritilata Patgiri

Corsica

Corsica is the
fourth largest island in
the Mediterranean sea.
It lies west of Italy,
southeast of France
and north of the island
of Sardinia. It is
famous for its tourist
attractions. It  has
stunning seaside scenery, expanses of
pristine forest and soaring snowcapped
mountains. Corsica is really an 'island of
beauty.' It is a paradise of beach lovers,
hikers and outdoor sports enthusiasts.

Ajaccio is the capital of Corsica. It

was the birthplace of
French Emperor
Napoleon Bonaparte.
His ancestral home,
Maison Bonaparte, is

now a  museum
displaying family
heirlooms.  Maison
Bonaparte was

. almost continuously
owned by members of the family from
1682 to 1923. In the late 1960, it was
given to the French government by the
latest ~ Bonaparte, Prince  Victor
Napolean. French is the official and
most widely spoken language in
Corsica. ¢

Witches Night in Prague

'Witches Night' is held every year
on April 30 in Prague, the capital of
Czech Republic. In the Czech Republic
there is a tradition of burning an effigy
of a witch on a bonfire on April 30.
This tradition is observed in some other

neighbouring countries also.

Historically, the people of Prague
believe that witches would gather
together on the eve of April 30. In order
to protect themselves from the witches,
spirits and demons, people set off
bonfires and burn witch dolls.

Nowadays it is considered as a
holiday for people to celeberate the end
of winter. Families gather together, grill
food, listen to music for the celebration.
Children enjoy dressing as witches and
playing games at the carnivals. People
burn witch dolls on the bonfire as the
sign of scaring off witches. The holiday
continues on the following day, the 1% of
May. %
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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

As You Like It

Dr. Pritam Priya Goswami

Continued from 7th year, 4th Issue, November, 2020

Ganymede (Rosalind) and Aliena
(Celia) became very happy to know from
the shepherd that there was a house
nearby. But the other shepherd informed
that their master was about to sell his
house and sheep. The shepherds took
them to the house and fed them. The girls
then bought the house and the sheep.
They kept the shepherds as their servant.
Then they decided to take some rest
before going further in their search for
Duke Senior.

All this time, Rosalind often
remembered Orlando. She was unaware
that he too had to leave home. In fact, at

that moment he was in the same forest.
Orlando and Adam too lost their way in
the forest and were very hungry. Adam
became too weak to go any further. He
begged Orlando to leave him behind to
die. Orlando carried him to find some
shade and laid him under a tree. He
asked Adam to hold on for some time
and set out in search of food.

During his search, Orlando came
across Duke Senior’s troupe while they
were eating their dinner. As he was very
hungry, he drew out his sword and
threatened them for food. Duke Senior
calmly said, “You are very ill-mannered.
But I can see that you are in some
trouble. What is the matter?” Orlando
explained his and Adam’s situation to the
Duke. The Duke asked him to bring
Adam and offered them food.

Orlando ran off and fetched Adam.
They both ate to their heart’s content.
After that Orlando told the Duke about
his identity. The Duke became very
happy to know that Orlando was his
friend Sir Rowland de Boys’ son. He not
only offered them food and shelter, but
also asked them to join their troupe.
Orlando and Adam became delighted to
hear the offer. Their troubles seemed to
be finally over.

(to be continued....)
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