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Did You Know

The longest drought on the Earth

B v v : S:"R':E:'.", e A S G
Drought is a continuous period of
dry weather, in which there is a little or
no rain at all. It creates a water shortage
that many cause damage to the crops,
livestock and the environment. Due to
drought, people in many countries loss
their lives since lack of water leads to

Jyotirekha Kalita

lack of food. Such countries can hardly
recover to a normal state. Climate
change, deforestation and global
warming are some of the reasons for such
situation. The Atacama desert is the
driest place on the Earth. It is situated in
Northern chili between the Andes and the
Pacific Ocean. It receives less than 1 mm
of rainfall per year. Some parts of the
desert have no recorded rainfall at all.
The longest drought is recorded in
Calama region of the Atacama Desert.
There had been no rain for four centuries
(1571-1971). Due to the high altitude
and extreme dry weather, it is difficult for
any animals to survive in the Atacama
desert. However some species like red
scorpions, grey foxes, desert wasps and
butterflies are found in the desert. <

Formation of the Earth

The Earth is the fifth largest planet
in the solar system. Scientists believe that
the Earth was formed about 4.65 billion
years ago. At that time, the solar system
was a cloud of dust and gas known as
SOLAR NEBULA (a huge spinning
disc). As it started spinning, the disc was

separated into rings and the furious
motion made the particles quite hot. The
centre of the disc mixed together to
become the sun. The particles in the
outer rings turned into large fiery balls of
gas and molten liquid. When it colled
down, it took solid form. Thus how the
planet Earth and the other planets as well
formed. After colling down, it gave off
clouds of steam and gas. The moisture in
these clouds eventually turned to rain. As
a result, the first seas were formed. There
were different gases in the atmosphere
which moved like clouds and caused
huge electrical storms. The smaller
presence of the poisonous gases helps to
moderate the planet's temperature.
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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

As You Like It

Dr. Pritam Priya Goswami

Continued from 7th year, 3rd Issue, September, 2020

When Duke Frederick
ordered them to leave the
country, both Rosalind and
Celia were shocked. Celia
begged her father to let
Rosalind he
turned away. Celia loved
Rosalind a lot. So, she told
her, “No one in the world

stay. But

shall ever separate us. [ am
going with you.” Both of them decided to
go to the Forest of Arden.

Celia was a practical girl. She knew
that travelling in royal attires will be
dangerous for them. In order to avoid any
harm by strangers, she thought of
dressing differently. She told Rosalind
that they will dress like simple country
girls. Clever Rosalind suggested that she
would dress like a man, as she was quite
tall.
brother and sister. They took the names

They dressed like two country

Ganymede and Aliena. They took all their
money and jewels, and began their secret
journey.

Meanwhile, Orlando was on his way
back to his brother’s home. But he met
his faithful servant Adam on the way.
Adam was rushing to inform Orlando that
his brother was planning to kill him that

17

night. Adam stopped
Orlando from going
home. But Orlando was
at a loss, as he had no
money and no place to
go to. His obedient
servant Adam gave him
his savings and offered
to go along with him.
Orlando was touched at
this selfless gesture. He accepted Adam’s
company. But he refused to take the
money. He said that he would work hard
to earn money. They set off on their
journey and reached the Forest of Arden.
Rosalind (now Ganymede) and Celia
(now, Ganymede’s sister Aliena) too
reached the forest. The most difficult
part of their journey now began. Because
there were no food or Shelter in the
forest. They were hungry, tired and
exhausted. Ganymede (Rosalind) tried to
cheer up Aliena (Celia). They were about
to faint in weariness. Suddenly, they
came across two shepherds. Ganymede
asked the shepherds if there was any
lodging nearby, where he could buy food.
The shepherd informed them that his
master’s house was nearby. <
(to be continued...)
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