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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

As You Like It

Dr. Pritam Priya Goswami

William Shakespeare was an English playwright, poet and actor. He is known as the “Bard
of Avon” and the National Poet of England. The world considers him as the greatest dramatist
of all times. He wrote 39 plays and 154 sonnets (short poem of 14 lines). His plays have been
translated into many languages and enacted all over the world.

“As You Like It” was written by Shakespeare in 1599. This play was enacted in 1603
and has been adopted till now for various radio, film and theatre versions. Here, we bring
for you the story of “As You Like It”.

Characters of the play
Duke Senior, A duke in France; Duke Frederick, Duke Senior's younger brother;
Rosalind, Duke Senior's only daughter; Charles, A famous wrestler; Celia, Duke
Frederick's daughter; Orlando, Son of Sir Rowland de Boys; Oliver, Orlando's brother;
Sir Rowland de Boys, Duke Senior's friend; Ganymede, Rosalind's name in disguise as
a country girl; Aliena, Celia's name in disguise as a country girl; Adam, Orlando's
faithful servant.

One day, an incident
happened which changed the
lives of the two girls. There was
a wrestling match at the court.
A famous wrestler named
Charles came to show his
strength. He easily defeated
three very strong competitors.
He was now waiting for the
fourth opponent.

The fourth opponent was a noble and
handsome youth, much younger than
Charles. The girls pitied him and begged him
not to wrestle. They pleaded him, “You have
no chance of winning with Charles. Don't
to his own daughter Celia, Rosalind’s cousin.  risk your life.” But the young man replied,
But Rosalind and Celia were very fond of  “Kind ladies, let him kill me, because I have
each other, although Rosalind missed her no friends to grieve over my death.” He
father very much. Celia understood this and  spoke so sadly that Rasalind was filled with
did her best to keep her cousin happy. pity. (to be continued...)
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The story :

Duke Senior was a wise
ruler in a dukedom in France. But
his cunning brother Frederick
seized his dukedom from him.
The duke had to flee to the Forest
of Arden with some of his faithful
followers. The Duke along with

his followers started to lead a simple, care-
free, open-air life in the forest. The only
enemy they had in the forest was the winter.

While fleeing, Duke Senior had to leave
behind his only daughter Rosalind. Frederick
kept her behind at his court, as a companion



Wonders of the World

Menhil's + A menbhir is a large man-

made upright stone. It had its existence since
human started using bronze. These menhirs are
mostly found in Europe, Africa and Asia. There
are about 50000 menhirs in Ireland, Great
Britain and France; while there are 1200
menbhirs in northwest France alone.

Menbhirs are the simplest form of huge stone
structure. They can be found solely as single
stone or as a group of same stones. Menbhirs
can be of various sizes. They are generally
uneven and squared, often tapering towards the
top. Menbhirs are often associated with ritual
practices that vary from one region to another.
For example, the ‘Gadabas’ and ‘Bonda’
communities of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh,

London Eye: [

The London Eye is the
world’s tallest revolving
observation wheel. It is on
the South Bank of the
River Thames in London.
The London Eye is one of
the most popular tourist
attractions in the United Kingdom.

The London Eye was formally opened by
the then Prime Minister Tony Blair on 31st
December, 1999 in the celebration of the new
millennium. So it is also known as the
Millennium Wheel.

The Millennium Wheel was designed by
Julia Barfield and David Marks. It has 32

erect stone pillars during the annual memorial

feast. The Bonda believes that these menhirs
are the seats of village deities. There are many
other communities who regard menhirs as
houses for the dead. It is also believed that the

use of menhirs is somehow related to religious,
cultural or other social practices.
Jyotirekha Kalita

—

capsules, one to represent
each of London’s 32
boroughs (a town or
district). Each capsule is
numbered but number 13
is skipped due to
superstition. This means
the capsules
numbered from 1 to 12 and from 14 to 33. The
capsules travel very slowly at a speed of 26

are

cm per second, which is twice as fast as a
tortoise sprinting (run at full speed over a short
distance). Its height is 443 feet (134 metres)
and its diameter is 394 feet (120 metres). It is

visible from almost everywhere in the city. %
Bhaktimala Saikia
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