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Memories are very special.
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We cry by remembering the days we laughed.

And we laugh by remembering the days we cried.
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She..

¢ Pinky Das
Class XI (Arts)

The one who gives us life

Because of whom we come into this beautiful world

She’s the one who builds our future

She is soothing like the April shower

She can be the best guide \

Who is always there by our side

She can be a good friend

Who will never give us any pain

She is a mother

Who, with her love, holds everything together
She can be the best partner

Who will never think of departure.

She is the reason behind our smile everyday

And she is special in her three ways My LOVC

She encourages us in every step we take

And comforts us when we break ¢ Jyotishman Das
She is as precious as a diamond... Class XII (Arts)

Life without her is impossible

She is a lady very AMICABLE. ** _ ) )
My love is something different

From what we do or say,

Even though we fight,

We love each other in a very different way.
You are the only one

Who comes in my dream
/ You are the only one
Who always make my heart gleam
QJJ /b & The golden light rules some patch of the night
With you I want to see every beautiful sight
b I fear of losing you day and night,

I have promised myself, I will achieve you right. <*
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Pongal

India is a land of festivals. A number of
festivals are celebrated here. Some important
festivals of India are Bihu, Durga Puja,
Diwali, Pongal, Lohri, Onam etc. Some
festivals are related to harvest while some
others are related to religion.

A harvest festival is an annual
celebration that occurs around the time of the
main harvest of a given region.

Every Assamese knows that Bihu is the
harvest festival of Assam. Like Bihu some
other harvest festivals observed in India are
Pongal (Tamilnadu), Lohri (Punjab), Onam
(Kerala), Ugadi (Karnataka) etc. Now, I am
going to write about Pongal the harvest
festival of Tamilnadu.

Pongal is one of the famous harvest
festivals of Tamilnadu. It is observed on the

¢ Jiya Bhargab
Class VI

first day of the Tamil month Thai, which
falls in the middle of January. Pongal is
dedicated to the Sun God. It is a four day
festival. The first day of the sun’s return to
the northern hemisphere, widely known as
Makar Sankranti in India, Pongal means
‘boiling over’of milk and rice during the
month of Thai. Tamils all over India
celebrate this festival with great ardour. The
ladies of the household prepare sweet meats.
People also buy new clothes.

The first day is known as ‘Bhogi
Pongal’. The second day is known as ‘Surya
Pongal’ (most important day of the entire
festival). The third day is known as ‘Mattu
Pongal’ (days for cow). The last is ‘Kaanum
Pongal’ (the day of relaxation and

enjoyment). %

Passion, Dream & Destiny

¢ Kaangkan Kashyap
Class VII

“Dream is not that which we see while sleeping it is something that does not let you sleep....”

No one is perfect. Everyone has their
own personalities, talents and qualities. But,
what is common in them is that everyone has
a dream.

When we have a dream, to make it

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam

come true we eventually develop passion.
When we are passionate about something we
start doing hardwork, we try to run after
excellence. The most important thing in this
period is inspiration and motivation, as we



may fail more than a hundred times. When
we are inspired and motivated from time to
time, we get the spirit. We can say that this
‘spirit’ is a step that takes us nearer towards
achieving our dream. Mistakes are a part of
learning. In fact it’s our treasure. From each
and every mistake we gather experience.
‘Experience’ is another step that leads us to
our dream. Failure is common and the truth
is that it is our teacher. But we must not
underestimate ourselves because of the
failures. We must be brave, be determined
and not lose self confidence. Last but not the
least is having hope and giving up thoughts

Madan

About 40 km north of Guwahati is
Madan Kamdev, the largest in a complex of
some 20 temples and loose sculptures atop
Dewangiri Hill. The existence of this
complex was not known until a forest in the
area was cleared in 1977. It is situated at
Baihata Chariali.

Archaeologists say Madan Kamdev was
built between 11" and 19" centuries. The
complex has some ancient sculptures, and the
sanctum sanctorum of the temple has the
male and female deities which the locals
believe was dedicated to Kamdev, the god of
love. Madan Kamdev is the main temple,

about destiny. The first one reflects
possibility and optimism in our mind. But the
second one can create fear and negativity. We
don’t know about our destiny. People think
they don’t know where their lives take them
to. But, contrary to that, I believe we can
give directions to our life. So we must
abandon thinking about destiny. We are
capable of moulding our own destiny. If we
don’t, it can create barrier in achieving our
dreams. Once we are able to catch our
dreams, we shall be more powerful to create
our own destiny. So let’s create our own

destiny. **

Kamdev

4 Nimisha Kalita
Class VII

with ruins of other huge and small temples
scattered around it. Representatives of the
that
excavation may reveal an additional twelve

Archeological Directorate  believe
temples. Near Madan Kamdev, an old temple
of lord Shiva, known here as Gopeshwar, is
located in the village of Deuduar. There is a
large cave nearby, known as Parvati Guha,
after his consort. The ruins of Madan
Kamdev are scattered widely in a secluded
place, covering an area of 500 square meters.
The most prominent statues are those of the

Sun God, Ganesha and Vidyadhara. +



The Fighter

Yuvraj Singh is a
former Indian
cricketer who played
in all formats of
cricket. He was a left
handed middle order
batsman and slow left
arm orthodox bowler.
He is the son of
former Indian fast
baller Yograj Singh.

Yuvraj was a
great limited overs player to play for India.
He has 8,701 runs and 111 wickets in ODIs
and 1177 runs and 28 wickets in T20s to his
credit. He was particularly noted for his
ability of hitting very big sixes. Because of
this ability he was called ‘the sixer king” He
made his debut in international cricket in the
year 2000 against Kenya.

In test cricket, he played only 40
matches where he scored 1900 runs and has
taken 9 wickets.

Yuvraj was the member of the Indian
cricket team in ODIs between 2000 and
2017. He was also the vice captain of the
team between 2007-08. He was the man of
the tournament in the 2011 ICC cricket
world cup, and one of the top performers in
the 2007 ICC world twenty 20, both of
which India won. In a match against England
at the 2007 world twenty 20 tournament, he

¢ Hrishikesh Goswami
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hit six sixes in an over
bowled by Stuart Broad
of England. In the same
match he also set the
record of fastest 50 in
T20 internationals. He
scored 50 runs in just 12
balls to make this record.
During the 2011 world
cup he became the first
player in the history of
world cup to score a fifty
and take 5 wickets. Yuvraj is not only a
fighter in the cricket field but also in his
personal life. In 2011 he was diagnosed with
a cancerous tumour in his left lung and
underwent chemotherapy treatment. In
March 2012 he was discharged from the
hospital after the third cycle of chemotherapy
and returned to India in April. He made his
comeback in cricket in a match against
Zimbabwe in September 2012.

In 2012 Yuvraj was conferred with the
Arjuna Award, in 2014 he was awarded the
Padmashree by the Government of India. At
the 2014 IPL auction Royal Challengers
Bangalore bought Yuvraj for Rs. 14 crore
and in 2015 Delhi Daredevils bought him for
Rs. 16 crore which made him the most
expensive player ever to be sold in the IPL.

On 10 June, 2019, Yuvraj announced
his retirement from International cricket. #*



Journey without Fare

‘Bhokondi’ steps into a new college of
Kolkata. An all new environment greets him.
But as he starts introducing himself to the
lot, he feels like an odd one out. The
modernity of the new city is no match to the
place he came from. When he set out from
his village to a bigger place for higher
education he never thought that he would
have to change his name, his father’s,
mother’s and sister’s name and perhaps the
name of his village too has to be changed just
in order to fit into the new environment.
Caught in the cross of two
extremely opposite cultures, he finally fuses
into the latter. In the process he turns into an
egoistic and snobbish character.

I was reminded of Bhokondi just the
other day, when we had a guest of the same
nature Mr. Tanki Borbs. He had just returned
after a visit to his brother’s place in Shillong.
Prior to that it was learnt, after an hour’s
conversation, that his actual name was
Tonkeshwar Borbora from Jokaisuk. I have
met many such peculiar characters and have
known them from very close. However I
have never seen them, you will soon discover
why !

Meanwhile here’s a little about Gita, a
girl of my age from whom I have learnt to be
responsible. Had it not been for that incident
neither Gita nor [ would have ever developed

currents
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the sense of responsibility. It so happend that
Gita was supposed to go for an excursion to
a nearby place. To double their fun the
teachers had also allowed them to have a
shared meal. The shared meal ofcourse was
the greatest attraction for Gita and her
friends. Each one of them decided to bring
their own share of food item. Gita was
supposed to bring ‘sambar’, but giving Gita
some responsibility involved a big risk.
Owing to her absent-minded nature anyone
barely depended on her. On the day of the
excursion, her mother had to hurry to the
temple very early in the morning. But she
made sure that the sambar was cooked
before she left. It was almost done, just that
five spoonfuls of salt had to be added. In her
hurry she left that task to Gita. All her family
members knew about her forgetfulness and
presuming that she might have forgotten to
add the salt, each one of them added five
spoons of salt to the sambar. Gita’s
grandfather, grandmother, father, elder sister
and younger brother were unaware that
someone had already added salt to the curry.
To everyone’s wrong prediction this time
Gita also had not forgotten her mother’s
instructions and added salt to her shared
meal. So finally when her bowl of sambar,
with 30 spoonfuls of salt, was served at the
shared meal, one can easily imagine what a



disaster it could be.

We saw that Gita was not trusted upon
by anyone in the family for there were many
such instances in the past when they fell into
trouble due to her irresponsible behaviour.

Garnished with wit and humour the
story of Gita written by eminent Indian
writer Sudha Murthy had driven home the
lesson on responsibility which I can never
forget. To break the suspense, I had met
characters like Bhokondi and Gita in books |
have read.

Books take me to a different world all
together. I meet strange people of varied
nature. Yet what strikes me most is their

unique qualities. How different they are from
one another. Many of these characters are
similar to people I meet in real life. So books
have always helped me to understand people.
Sometimes it makes me feel like I belong to
their world. I am surrounded by the
characters from the books in such a way as
if they were my friends, relatives and near
and dear ones. Some motivate me, some
inspire me while others drive home life
lessons. Through reading I have travelled
through diverse cultures, regions and
background without any ticket. So next time
I plan a ticketless journey, who among you
folks want to join me ? %*

The story of a legend
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A brilliant exponent in the field of
Hindustani music, Pandit Bhimsen Joshi is a
legend who had not just earned the respect
and admiration of his fans but that of his
critics as well. Born into a Madhwa Brahmin
family, Joshi was the eldest among his 16
siblings. At the age of 11, Bhimsen Joshi
decided to grow up to be a musician.
Bhimsen learned the basics from Agasara
Channappa of Kurtakoti. Then he went to
learn  classical music from  Pandit
Shyamacharya Joshi.

Bhimsen himself might not have known
about it at that time, but his career had
started even before he realized that it had
begun. At the time when he was learning



o osbodbodbosbobastodbodhododbosbotbodbosbobatbotkodtodbodbosbosbodbosbobois Y| QP bodbe

under Shyamacharya Joshi, Bhimsen had
once accompanied his guru to Mumbai
where Shyamacharya had to record a few
songs. But half way through, Shyamacharya
had to return home and when Bhimsen was
entrusted with the responsibility to finish
what he had started the latter was more than
happy to oblige. This way his career took
off.

After giving his first live performance
in the year 1941, in 1942 his first album was
released. He started working at a radio
station in Mumbai in the year 1943.

Bhimsen’s Hindustani classical music
had a unique style as it was influced by a
number of great musicians of his time
including Begum Akhtar, Smt. Kesarbai
Kerkar and Ustad Amin Khan. He is famous
for perfecting Khayal, a form of Hindustani
classical music. Bhimsen Joshi was also

known for his presentation of devotional
music. His bhajans were already being sung
in Kannada.

Bhimsen Joshi served as a playback
singer in many movies including ‘Basant
Bahar’ and ‘Birbal My Brother’.

On December 31, 2010 Bhimsen was
admitted to Sahyadri Super speciality
Hospital with issues like gastrointestinal
bleeding and bilateral pneumonia. On
January 24, 2011, he breathed his last and
was laid to rest at Vaikunth crematorium in
Pune.

Bhimsen Joshi was honoured with
several awards over the course of his
illustrious career. Some of them are listed
below :

1) Padmashree—1972, ii) Padmabhusan—
1985, iii)) Padmavibhushan—1999, iv)
Bharatratna—2008. +¢

Football and Mathematics

¢ Nishanta Choudhury
Class IX

“Mathematics is the door and key to the Sciences "—Roger Bacon

Almost everything in life can be
quantified now with the help of coordinate
Geometry, Matrices, Probability, Statistics,
Algebra, Binary Numbers and Computing.

Mathematics is the main thing used in
football. If we watch teams like Barcelona
we can see them form triangles in the
midfield so that they can see each other in
every angle. Teams like Chelsea use a lot of
mathematics in their games too. They use

different formations against different sides
and run at higher tempos at different parts of
the game.

In football we can quantify the
qualitative performances of each player or a
collective group of players. Quantifying does
not mean 10-12 statistics like number of
goals, shots on target, yellow cards, etc.
Today, we get almost 100 different attributes
of a player with thousands of data in just a
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single match. Using these sets of data we can
create different algorithms and mathematical
models.

These algorithms and models are then
used to model ‘Artificial Intelligence’—a tool
which will help players to know their
performances better, areas of improvements
etc. Also the players can compare themselves
with other players and develop themselves bit
by bit.

The managers can get great inputs

about their players, oppositions which may
help him take tactical decisions which are
one of the most important parts of the 90
minutes game.

In the FIFA WORLD CUP, 2018
almost all the teams have used various
mathematics and computing techniques to
improve the normal playing ability of their
respective teams.

The FIFA WORLD CUP, 2018 had
more upsets than expected because while
picking a team as strong or weak we
consider only the players and not the support
staffs and mangers which play a major role
in making strategies in the generation of
artificial intelligence which I belive now has
around 40-45 percent weightage for a game’s
outcome which is why games were tough in
the previous world cup. Most of the teams
have great analysis, support staffs which can
build strategies with different Al tools and
hence make prediction game very complex.

So, today we don’t just require 11
players in a team to be a dream team, we
need more than that. %
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Hello, Today on 12 September, Thursday. I Anindita Gogoi of IX(A) wish everyone a good

morning.

Today’s Thought

“If we cannot stew life’s path with flowers, we can at least stew it with smiles.”

—Charles Dickens

Today’s Topic
Madhubani Folk Art

India ! An incredible place with its own
diverse culture and art. India is known for its
raw traditions, culture and art work.
‘Madhubani folk art’ is one of the most raw
and natural art forms in the world and
originated in India. The kingdom of Janak,
Sita’s father in Ramayana, was the creator of
this amazing art form. It is very popular
among the native women of Bihar. It has
clear geometric patterns and the themes are
mostly based on gods, animals and
goddesses. These paintings are miniature, but
have intricate details and sharp expressions.
The human in these paintings are portrayed
with large eyes and sharp nose. This form of
art is influenced by the Prussian styles of the
16" century and flourished during the

Mughal reigns. The colour used which are

made from vegetables, flowers and trees is
the heart of this art form. They use natural
vegetables, flowers to make colours which
can last more than centuries. This art form
came into lime light in 1933, when British
officers found them in ruined houses of
Bihar. They found the paintings similar to the
work of Pablo Picasso and Miro. Later it
was adopted by the Rajputs of Rajasthan.
Now-a-days, it is a very valuale art form of
Rajasthan, tourists come from across the
globe in search of these amazing raw folk
art. These art forms are one of the most
geometric arts found in the whole world. +
This article was written by Anindita
Gogoi of Class IX (A) and was inspired by
a research article published in ‘The Hindu.’
Thank you. Have a nice day !
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Safitizer—a safe sanitizer

Hand sanitizer is a liquid or gel
generally used to decrease infectious agents
on the hands. Hand sanitizers are used when
soap and water are not available. Generally
they are gels and liquids that are used to kill
germs present on the skin. But using them
can be harmful. The toxic chemicals used in
these sanitizers as antibactarials and
antiseptics can harm our whole body. The
two main toxic chemicals used in the hand
sanitizers are—(1) Triclosan (C H.Cl1,0,),
(2) Benzalkonium chloride. U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) shows, triclosan
may lead to hormonal disruptions and cause
bacteria to adapt its antimicrobial insistent
of

Michigan found that triclosan may affect the

strains. Researchers at University

human immune function and hormonal
function.

Benzalkonium chloride simply known
as BAC or BZC, is also a toxic used in the
hand sanitizer. It is primarily used as a
preservative and antimicrobial agent. But it
is a human eye and skin irritant. It also
increases the chance of alargies and can also
cause cancer.

So it is very important to make a toxic
free sanitizer. So our objective was to make
a toxic free, safe and easily available
sanitizer.

From our observations, we found some
natural ingredients are safe to be used in our
sanitizer, which we named safitizer.

The ingredients we used are (per 100 ml):

Ingredients Amount
(per 100 ml)
1. Orange peel extract 2 ml
2. Marigold leaves extract 5 ml
3. Ethanol 50 ml
4. Water 18 ml
5. Glycerine 5 ml
6. Raw alovera juice 20 ml

cost per 100 ml — 60 Rs. (approx)

From our study we found that natural
ingredients we used such as alovera juice and
marigold leaves extract are good disinfectant
and is also a moisturizer like glycerine. We
used ethanol as our active ingredient which
can kill 99% germs from our hands. We used
orange peel extract because of its aroma and
skin moisturising qualities. At last we used
water as a solvent to make the safitizer. We
have to take all the ingredients in correct
amount. Then we just have to mix it and our
high quality sanitizer is ready.

Our whole study was focused on the
safe hand sanitizer which we have prepared
by using the raw materials.

(This project was selected for the State
level National Children Science Congress
competition held in Majuli in 2018).

(Prepared by : Mrityunjoy Medhi, Jyotirmoy Karmakar, Hriday Chakravorty, Nishanta
Choudhury. Guided by : Sujit Kumar Neog, Kaustav B. Arya)
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oiEfe Baba...

& 2R o

R, STt = kg el ¢ Nisha Devi
Teacher, Department of English

TS (T4 IR El<e

ZIES Todl SR T The trees tell me about you

eifositer el el No matter where they stand

AR W Sieee No matter when I see them

G @ R e | They tell me your stories...
Palash, Bakul, Ximaloo, Kanchan

R ©led W FT1 They remind me... how it was..

3feTR T QTR When

Yeqrzae (ZIT e ‘On rainy evenings, you told me stories

| Ol | Of trees, of flowers, of rivers ..
Making them characters...

Rz CEE o [ All so dear...

A No doubt they shaped me..

ST No doubt they made me a person

Forever lost, forever in love...
Even a tiny Bakul flower can make me
cry.. You see, Baba, how it is..

i i Your stories made me the person I am...
(T TR O A little bit of everything...
749 ool Sifeiatet \ Flowers, trees and rivers..
CORTIS (X SIgeT =l | \\\\\\ And when they call me lost
The trees in me listen silently
(2 (N e o The flowers smile naive
TifocR e corR And the rivers go on... <
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Childhood : Then and Now

Can you imagine a world without
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, Google ? 1
would say ‘No’. Well, being a 90s kid we
lived in that world—a world which was much
simpler than today. We witnessed a life
before technology and internet took over.
Kids of the present era have an entirely
different scenario. With the advancement in
technology children now are missing the
most simple times of their lives. I would say
that there’s just too much that happened in
just ten years. The children during our era
had a different idea of fun childhood.

Back then we hold testimony to a time
when having a landline connection was a
great achievement. We also saw PCOs in
every nook and corner of our town. Now we
see mobiles everywhere. The cameras then
were used only on special occasions. People
even went to studios to get their photos
clicked. But now pictures are clicked anytime
anywhere for instagram, snapchat, twitter
post on Facebook etc. Making friends meant
stepping out and asking a child to play along
with. Now all we need to do is add them on
our social sites. We went through times when
we flipped through the pages of a dictionary
to search a meaning. Information was not
right at our fingertips as we have now. I still
have a lot of collection of comics and story
books but now I see kids only fond of kindle
and E-books. I remember, for us holidays
meant going out of home and returning late
all soiled and dirty. But there wasn’t any sign
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of tiredness. We played innumerable games
like hide and seek, kabaddi, tug of war and
the list goes on and on. But today’s children
are seen busy with mobile and computer
games. Owning a cricket bat was a prized
possession as you can take the bat back
home on being out not letting the others play
any more. Watching TV together with the
children of one’s locality is being replaced by
smartphones and laptops. Likewise waiting
for the antenna’s signal is replaced by
waiting for data connection. We lived in a
time when there was no Netflix, Hotstar,
Amazon Prime but we watched, TV with the
whole family which is a rare sight today.
Letters and greeting cards back then gave us
immense happiness which are now being
replaced by instant messaging. It was a time
when there was one bicycle and a lot of
riders. We enjoyed watching Shaktimaan and
Junior G. Chitrahaar and Rangoli were only
shows that telecast movie songs. Alice in
Wonderland was the only cartoon I
remember watching and listening to bedtime
stories were our favourite pastime.

There are lot many things which have
been replaced and it is useless to feel sad or
complain about as “change is the only
constant”, “change is inevitable”. But every
90s kid will admit of having a wonderful and
carefree childhood— a childhood, when apple
and blackberry were only fruits. As I walk
through the memory lane I wish to relieve
my childhood. +*
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My Ramayana Days

It started some days in 1987 or 1988,
most probably. I don’t remember the date
exactly. Everyone in my village was talking
about Rama, Sita, Ravana and all other
characters related to them. Well, the thing
was that the Ramayana was on TV those
days. Everyone, be it old or young liked the
Ramayana very much. The only problem
was that every household didn’t have a TV
set in those days. We were not any different.
As far as I remember we had only one TV
set in the neighbourhood and that belonged
to a Marwari family. We used to rush to
their home every Sunday to get a better place
to sit and enjoy the show. They used to take
out the TV set to their verandah and
everybody used to sit in front of the TV.
Sometimes we used to be late and there was
not any vacant place to sit. Eventually we
had to return home after a few unsuccessful
attempts to find a place to sit down or even
to stand. It was easily understandable that
we were quite unhappy as we didn’t want to
miss a single episode. I even remember
crying a few times. However, luckily my
parents decided to buy a TV set to satisfy
our need as well as to save us from shedding
tears. Well, the TV set was bought and
interestingly the crowd at the Marwari
family’s home split up. Now, like theirs, our
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verandah also began to fill up every Sunday
morning. I was more than happy as I got the
front seats everyday with my family
members.

A new chapter in my life began.
Watching TV became a regular affair. We
had only one channel in those days, i.e.
Doordarshan. But, in spite of that we were
more than happy. We loved every
programme, even the programme named
Krishidarshan which was for the farmers. It
didn’t matter at all what was being telecast
on TV. The most important fact for us was
that we were watching TV. We had some
favourite programmes too, like ‘Chitrahar’,
every Wednesday and Friday night, then
‘Rongoli’ every Sunday morning, ‘Pingoo’,
the cartoon show without any dialogues,
‘Captain Vyom’, the sci-fi serial, ‘Jungle
Book’ every Sunday and, yes, ‘the
Ramayana’ and later ‘the Mahabharata’.

After getting the TV set we faced
another problem, i.e. getting proper signals
sometimes, especially during rainy or cloudy
days. We had, however a funny solution.
This took two persons, one needed to wait in
front of the TV set and the other used to
keep on turning the bamboo pole that held
the antenna. While turning, at certain point
the signal was good and the person in front



of the TV set confirmed getting a good
picture on the screen. We enjoyed that a lot.
Time changed and we came to know about
one more TV channel, DD2 or Metro
channel. The programmes on that channel
were quite better than the programmes
telecast on Doordarshan which we called
DDI1. We decided to get that channel. For
that we needed a smaller antenna specially
designed for getting the signal of that
channel, and yes, one small, white box type
thing that we called booster at that time.
Everything was arranged and we felt the
change in our lives.

The TV set we had, showed the
pictures only in black and white. We had to
face one serious problem while watching TV.
Electricity was not regular those days and
moreover, we had the voltage fluctuation
problem. Sometimes watching TV was quite
impossible as the voltage was so low that
only the filament of the bulb used to glow
up. However, we found a solution to that
problem. We used to have two stabilizers in
such times and that solved our problem.

However, it was not that we were
allowed to watch TV all the time. We had to
study and TV was very addictive. Most
probably some companies anticipated this
problem and had a solution. Some TV sets
had shutters that could be locked. We had
one such TV and our father used to lock it
and keep the key somewhere safe. So, we
were bound to study properly for a good
amount of time and only then the TV was

unlocked for us. In recent times, interestingly
the parents have found another solution to
this problem. They just don’t recharge their
subscription of the channels.

It was not that the TV gave us
entertainment only. We learned a lot from the
shows. TV opened a whole new world in
front of our eyes. We got to know about
different places and from
programmes like “Surabhi”. Learning a few
words of different languages was fun. The
regional films in different languages on
Sundays introduced us to different cultures.
We learned a few words of Tamil, Telugu,
and Malayalam etc. We got to see several
wonderful films from the comfort of our
homes. TV just made us up to date in
different fields.

Television has been improved to a
different level in today’s world which was
unimaginable in the past. We get to see a lot
more programmes in comparison to the past.
The picture quality developed, signals are
far better, variety of programmes are there, a
huge number of channels are there; but, still
I find the joy of watching TV missing which
was there in the past. With the introduction
of various channels, the joy of the whole
family watching TV together in those days is
now a rare scene. We gained the advanced
technology and lost the togetherness and
simplicity. As I keep surfing through various
channels now-a-days I really miss those

cultures

days...my Ramayana days. *°
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Keeping the Indigenous Ethos Alive

Once during the recording of a
traditional =~ dance  performance, an
academician observed that a three year old
spontaneously became a part of the entire
activity, although he was not dressed for the
occasion. Despite his urgency to record the
event, the academician decided not to
interrupt the intrusion. He justified his action
by saying that the spontaneous participation
of the child is the actual ethos of folk-life,
because the child had just stepped into the
process of tradition- bearing.

A tradition exists or sustains due to its
relevance in the present. Hence, the term
‘tradition’ should be understood as reflecting
both past and present at the same time. The
concept refers to a historical process by
which a cultural trait passes on from
individual to individual and from one group
to another. Thus, tradition is a process,
rather than a product that is historically
completed. It is the historically passed on
socio-cultural heritage that is currently
relevant and is constantly in a process of
accommodating change, modification and
novelty.

Over time, indigenous folklore forms
have generated interest in various academic
disciplines and research activities. This

¢ Dr. PritamPriya Goswami
Teacher, Department of English

inherent part of folk life have drawn
academic interest of numerous disciplines
such as literature, sociology, history, culture
studies, popular culture studies etc., besides
folklore studies and anthropology. The
prospects of oral tradition studies are only
widening with time. In India, studies of
folklore items have received huge reception
from the scholars and researchers in major
academic institutions. Activities such as
collection, recording, restoration, archiving
and preservation of folklore have gained
serious academic attention.

Academic institutions in Assam have
welcomed this discipline enthusiastically,
with a number of Folklore departments and
research centers functioning in the state.
With the academia gradually embracing
multi-disciplinarity, folklore studies have
secured a certain position in the
undergraduate syllabi too.

Yet, the folk tradition of Assam still
bears the potential of becoming a major
academic activity. A systematic and
scientific approach will help in generating
novel developments in folklore studies in
Assam.It also has the potential of providing
a complete understanding of one’s tradition
and cultural history.



Although ‘folk’ in ‘folklore’ refers to a
collective whole,in reality,folklore tradition
is bore by only a select few, albeit, with the
approval of the folk community. The bearers
of folklore are not the folks at large, but only
a small number of a group. These are the
fixed bearers of traditional knowledge,
which they pass on to the rest of the society
through folkloric ~communications. A
folkloric communication refers to a social
event in which those who participate, act as
social beings bound by societal control and
not as individuals.

In recent times an upsurge in creating
folk tradition bearers in Assam is observed.
This, in spite of numerous folk-dance

workshops and  activities, systematic
storytelling groups and competitions,
booming traditional handloom industry in the
fashion scenario (in short, despite folklore
removed from the authentic situations), is a
good news. It is true that now a days Bihu
is not performed in the open fields like the
olden days; but one cannot deny the fact that
Bihu has lost the olden context too. If our
younger generation is learning to perform
Bihu dance or to play the Dhol in workshops
and schools, it is only a time relevant change
of the traditions. The good news is that the
tradition-bearers are still there, and are
growing in number, although removed from
the olden peasant context. <+

Note: Every year, August 22 is celebrated as the World Folklore Day all
over the world by academic bodies, indigenous research societies, folklore
clubs and libraries. The celebrations showcase the folk art forms and cultural
elements creating public awareness on its importance.
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