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Stories from World Classics

Great Expectations

(Continued from July lIssue, 2023)

In London, Pip befriends a young
gentleman named Herbert Pocket and a
clerk, Wemmick. Herbert teaches Pip to act
like a gentleman. Pip assured Herbert that
when he turns twenty-one and begins to
receive an income from his fortune, he will
help Herbert buy his way into the business.
But for now, Herbert and Pip lead an
undisciplined life, enjoying themselves and
running up debts. Orlick reappears in Pip’s
life. He is employed as Miss Havisham’s
porter. Meanwhile, Mrs. Joe dies, and Pip
goes home for the funeral, feeling
tremendous grief and guilt.

Several years go by, until one night a
familiar figure jumps into Pip’s room—the
convict, Magwitch, who announced that he
is the source of Pip’s fortune. He tells Pip
that he was moved by Pip’s boyhood
kindness and he made a fortune in Australia
to make Pip a gentleman.Pip feels morally
bound to help Magwitch escape from
London, as both the police and Compeyson,
his former partner in crime are after him.
Meanwhile Pip discovers that Compeyson
was the man who abandoned Miss
Havisham at the altar and that Estella is
Magwitch’s daughter.

Before Magwitch’s escape attempt,
Estella marries an upper-class lout named
Bentley Drummle. Pip makes a visit to Satis
House, where Miss Havisham begs his
forgiveness for the way she has treated him
in the past, and he forgives her. Later that

m Bhaktimala Saikia

day, when she bends over the fireplace, her
clothing catches fire and she goes up in
flames. She survives but becomes an
invalid.

The time comes for Pip to help
Magwitch escape from London. Just before
the escape attempt, Pip is called to a
shadowy meeting in the marshes, where he
encounters Orlick. Orlick tries to kill Pip but
Herbert arrives with a group of friends and
saves Pip’s life. Pip and Herbert hurry back
to effect Magwitch’s escape. They try to
sneak Magwitch down the river on a
rowboat, but they are discovered by the
police, who Compeyson tipped off.
Magwitch and Compeyson fight in the river,
and Compeyson is drowned. Magwitch is
sentenced to death, and Pip loses his
fortune.

Days pass by. Pip falls ill.Joe comes to
London to care for him. Joe gives him the
news from home. After Joe leaves, Pip
decides to rush home after him and marry
Biddy, but when he arrives there he
discovers that she and Joe have already
married. Heartbroken Pip decides to go
abroad with Herbert to work in the
mercantile trade.

Many years later when he returns, he
encounters Estella in the ruined garden at
Satis House. Pip comes to know that
Estella’s hushand, treated her badly, but he
is now dead. The two leave the garden hand
in hand.Pip believes that they will never part
again. <
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Did You Know
How camels protect themselves from sand

Did you know that camels have certain
interesting features that make them different
from all other animals. Camels have adapted
many ways of living in a harsh desert
environment. Such features include their
three sets of eyelids and two rows of
eyelashes which help them keep sand away
from their eyes. They can also close their
nostrils in order to keep the dust out. These
animals have several narial muscles that
allow them to shut down their nostrils
completely. They are the only domesticated
animals that can do so. But this might arise
a question. How do they breathe if their
nostrils are closed? Well, camels have big
and thick lips that allow them to breathe,
even during a sandstorm.

When we walk on sand, our feet sink
into the sand making it difficult for us to

m Priom Saikia

walk. However, camels can easily walk on
it due to their large and flat feet which keep
them from sinking into the sand. You might
be wondering how it works. It does as the
weight of the camel is spread over a large
area covered by its body. The weight is,
thus, distributed evenly and pressure is
reduced. Hence, humans sink into sand
while camels don’t. <

Trees communicate too

Human beings communicate to share
their feelings, ideas, etc. by using languages.
But, did you know that trees communicate
too ? This is interesting, isn’t it ? Now you
might be curious to know how they
communicate as they don’t produce any
sound. The only sounds that we can hear
are the creaking of the branches and the
rustling of the leaves. But the trees have no
control over them as it is caused by the
wind.

So, how do they talk? Interestingly,
trees communicate in a completely different
method. One such method is the use of
scent.The acacia trees, mostly found in

Africa, use this method to communicate
with each other. These trees communicate
through air by using pheromones and other
powerful scent signals to warn each other of
danger.lt is interesting to know that giraffes
love to feed on acacia trees. However, it is
quite difficult for them to enjoy their meal
because of the warning the trees send to
each other through scents. As soon as a
giraffe starts eating the leaves of one
acacia tree, it immediately communicates to
the other acacia trees about the coming
danger. As a result, the forewarned trees
also start pumping toxins into their leaves to
protect themselves. <
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