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Did You Know ?
Follow the Leader

.

To us, the letter “V’ may stand for
victory, but to geese, ‘V’ is for speed.If
you’ve ever looked up to see a flock of
geese in flight, you have probably noticed
that they fly in a “V’ shaped formation : one
goose lead, forming a point and the rest of

m Aparajita Dutta

the geese fan out behind it in two diagonal
lines.

This set-up helps to provide a
windbreak by distributing airflow. Each bird
controls its movement by using the wind that
flows off the wings of the bird in front of it.
The formation also saves everybody
because each goose can rely on the wings
of the bird in front of it. Of course the
leader does not get much help. That’s why
the geese take turns at flying in the lead
spot. But, using the same amount of energy,
geese flying in formation can fly 71 percent
faster than an individual goose. Air force
pilots also follow the same pattern in war
somtimes. «¢

Tsunami

Tsunami is a Japanese word that
means ‘harbour wave’. It is in harbours that
tsunami do the most damage. What actually
is a tsunami? It’s a wave of water that
sometimes follows earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions or underwater landslides. Not all
tsunamis are large or destructive. Some
tsunamis can raise 100 feet by the time they
reach the shore. The largest tsunami ever
measured was 212 feet high.

How fast can tsunami travel ? In deep
water, a tsunami can travel as fast as 600
miles per hour. It is important to remember
that a tsunami is usually made up of several
waves moving together. The distance from

the crest of one wave to the crest of
another can be as much as 100 miles (160
km). So, a large wave could hit, followed an
hour or so later by one after another. <

o R AR
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Stories from World Classics

A Tale of Two Cities

m Jyotirekha Kalita

best times of French Revolution.

About the Author : Charles Dickens (1812-1870) was the most famous writer in the 19"
century England. He wrote over 30 books in his lifetime. Some of his notable works are
‘Oliver Twist’, ‘Nicholas Nickleby’, ‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘David Copperfield’, ‘Great
Expectations’. *A Tale of Two Cities’ was published in 1859. This novel was amidst the

Central characters of the novel : Doctor Alexandre Manette : A brilliant physician from
France; Lucie Manette : daughter of Alexandre Manette; Charles Darnay : A French
aristrocrat who drops his family name of St. Evremonde and moves to England. Sydney
Carton : A reckless lawyer, who almost looks like Charles Darnay. He serves as a legal
aide to a London barrister, Mr Stryver. Madame Defarge : The wife of Ernest Defarge :
She represents the violent aspect of the French Revolution.

A Tale of
"Two Cities

®
Charles Dickens

The novel covers the story of two cities—
London and Paris. It is the time of 1775 and
Mr Jarvis Lorry is going to Dover (a place) to
meet Lucie Manette. He tells her that she is
not an orphan in the world as this was told to
her from a young age. He also tells her that
her father has recently been released from

the Bastille, Paris, where he was kept as a
prisoner for eighteen years. Doctor Manette
is presently at the house of Defarge’s family,
where they are running a wine-shop. Her
father has lost his memory due to the mental
and physical suffering in the prison. But he
starts regaining his memory when he meets
his daughter Lucie and soon they went back
to London.

After five years, Charles Darnay is
accused in London of a charge for providing
English secrets to the French. Then, the
dramatic appearance of Sydney Carton, who
looks very much similar to Charles Darnay,
hides the positive identification and helps in
Darnay’s acquittal. Actually, Darnay, Carton
and Stryver all love Lucie Manette. Although
they try to impress her, she favours Charles
Darnay and marries him eventually. On the
day of wedding, Charles Darnay reveals that
he is a Frenchman belonging to the family of
nobles and his family was responsible for Dr
Manette’s imprisonment in Bastille.

(to be continued)
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