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Did You Know ?

Vi ﬁ&'-{;’at‘""f- i z
f‘»» 4.-':-.1- .

" Imaglne a city in

~ this world with no

L\ {i law, no religion or
racism. Yes, there is a town named
Auroville in India where everybody is
treated equally and earns the same saary.
Auroville is an experimental society. This
town was established based on the vision
of the unity of Sri Aurobindo. A French
lady Mirra Alfassa founded this town in
1968 near Puducherry. She wants it to be a
universal town where men and women of
different countries can live in peace and
harmony. The purpose of Auroville is to
realise human unity. Approximately 3000
people from 59 different countries live here
and they call this town their home. People

m Jita Gogoi

Aurovilled ndia’'s city of future

living here believe in doing good for the
community and what they love. The crime
rate of this place is zero. Another amazing
thing about this town is that one can do
anything they want to do. Here, one can be
trained as an architect, a designer, a teacher
or a street cleaner. Moreover, one can
switch their job anytime. The reason is that
they believe everyone should have the
freedom to discover who they are without
fear of consequences. This town is
equipped with a solar power plant as they
want to protect nature for our future. It is
a mode of the city of the future. If this
experimental city succeeds, our future
could be affected in a very good way. <

Miniature Art

Have you ever tried to draw
something on a small grain of rice? Well,
some people can draw on a tiny surface.
This type of art is caled miniature art.
Miniature  paintings are  colourful
handmade paintings that are very small in
size. One of the outstanding features of
these paintings is the intricate brushwork
which contributes to their unique identity. It
is a genre of small-scale art that includes
painting, prints, sculptures and more.
Miniature art is a small illustration used to
decorate an ancient or medieval
illuminated manuscript. Miniatures give
artists the opportunity to explore al kinds
of ideas that might not work so well on a

larger scale.
Miniature  artwork
takes time compared
to larger pieces of
artwork.In  eastern
and western India
miniature paintings were developed during
the 9th and 11th century. The earliest
miniature paintings in India can be traced
back to the 7" century AD, when they
flourished under the patronage of the Palas
of Bengal. Buddhist texts and scriptures
were aso illustrated on 3-inch-wide palm
leaf manuscripts, with images of Buddhist
deities.
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Sories from World Classics

Oliver Twist

m Jyotirupa Das

About the author : Charles Dickens (1812-1871) was an English
novelist. He is remembered as one of the most important and
influential writers of 19th century. He is the author of such classic

novels- ‘Oliver Twist’, ‘A Tale of Two Cities, ‘Great Expectations’ etc. ‘Oliver Twist’ was

his second novel.

Central characters of the novel :

Oliver Twist : Protagonist of the novel; an orphan who was born in a workhouse. Fagin :
A criminal who teaches the young homel ess boys how to be pickpockets and thieves. Mr
Bumble : a minor church official. Bill Sikes : a professional burglar. Nancy : one of
Fagin's former child pickpockets. Mr Brownlos : Oliver’s first benefactor. Monks : a
violent young man, heisthe half-brother of Oliver. Agnes: Oliver’smother. Mr Leeford :
Oliver and Monks' father. Jack Dawkins : a pickpocket who introduces Oliver to Fagin.

‘Oliver Twist’ is the story of a young
orphan Oliver. He was born in aworkhouse.
His mother died just after his birth. Nobody
knew her name or where she came from.
Therewas no oneto look after Oliver. So the
parish authorities sent him to an orphanage
run by Mrs Mann.

Mrs Mann was an ederly woman who
hated the orphans. She treated them very
badly. They were not given sufficient food.
Oliver stayed in the orphange till his ninth
birthday. Then Mr Bumble came to take him
back to the workhouse where he was born.

They got little food to eat. So they
alwaysremained hungry. Oneday apoor boy,
out of hunger, told others that he would eat
theweakest boy of that home. Theboys, then
decided to ask for some more food. Oliver
was chosen for the task. That evening, after
finishing his food, Oliver approached the
master and asked for some more. The master
was shocked and called Mr Bumble. Mr
Bumble along with the other members of the

board decided to get rid of Oliver. The board
decided to give the person five pounds who
would take Oliver as his apprentice.
Eventually, a person named Mr Sowerberry,
who made coffins agreed to take Oliver with
him.

Sowerberry used Oliver as a mourner
at children’sfuneral. Hetreated Oliver nicely.
But after afight with Noah Claypol e, another
aprentice staying with Sowerberry. Oliver ran
away and walked towards L ondon.

After aweek of walking, Oliver arrived
in the town of Barnet. By then he became
too weak to stand. Oliver met Jack Dawkins
therewho gave him somefood. Jack also told
Oliver that he could introduce Oliver to an
old gentleman in London who could givehim
a place to stay. Oliver followed Jack to
London and Jack took him to an apartment
in London where he met Fagin, the
gentleman. There, he also met many other
boys of hisage.

(to be continued)
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